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in brief
Consultation on 
topics for the 2011 
Census
As part of its research programme for the 
2011 Census in England and Wales, the Ofﬁ  ce 
for National Statistics (ONS) has recently 
launched a programme of user consultation 
that is focusing on identifying those topics 
to be considered for inclusion in the Census. 
A Consultation Paper 2011 Census: initial 
view on content for England and Wales was 
published on 16 May 2005 and is available 
at: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/census/
census2011/user_consultation.asp
The Consultation Paper reﬂ  ects the ﬁ  ndings of 
initial consultations (including similar exercises 
carried out by the General Register Ofﬁ  ce for 
Scotland and Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research Agency), and sets out the selection 
criteria by which ONS will assess the user 
requirements for data against operational and 
other factors when evaluating what information 
can be collected from the 2011 Census.
The Paper includes conﬁ  rmation that, following 
earlier user consultation, a decision has been 
reached jointly by ONS and the Census Ofﬁ  ces 
in Scotland and Northern Ireland to enumerate 
the 2011 UK Census on a usual residence 
basis, while, at the same time, collecting 
some information on each visitor present at an 
address on Census night. ONS will consider 
the need for including any additional questions 
necessary to record address information for 
the purposes of obtaining accurate counts of 
other population bases, such as, for example, 
workplace or daytime populations.
 
The Consultation Paper focuses on the Census 
in England and Wales and, where appropriate, 
notes the position in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. It classiﬁ  es data from potential census 
topics into one of three categories:
•  those data where there is already a clear 
case for inclusion on the 2011 UK Census 
questionnaires
•  those data where further work will be 
undertaken before a decision is made whether 
to collect them in the 2011 UK Censuses
•  those data where there is insufﬁ  cient 
evidence of user demand to justify inclusion.
The formal consultation period extends until
5 August 2005.
Circulation of the Consultation Paper is 
being supplemented by a series of ONS 
Roadshow meetings throughout England and 
Wales in June/July to which a wide range 
of users of census statistics were invited 
(agenda, dates and venues are given via http:
//www.statistics.gov.uk/events/default.asp). 
It should be emphasised that the objective 
of the current consultation is not to set out a 
ﬁ  nal topic or question set for the 2011 Census 
questionnaire. However, it does provide the 
main opportunity for users to make a case 
for the inclusion of a particular topic and 
provides a starting point at which users can 
enter discussion with ONS about their data 
requirements for the 2011 Census. A Census 
Test, planned for 2007, will provide a major 
opportunity to assess public reaction, and 
level of response, to those questions to emerge 
successfully from the current round of user 
consultation.
Small Area 
Population 
Estimates
On 4 April 2005 ONS published mid-2001 and 
mid-2002 Census Area Statistics (CAS) ward 
population estimates for England and Wales by 
quinary age and sex as experimental statistics. 
These estimates are consistent with the 
published local authority mid-year estimates, 
last revised in September 2004.
The mid-2001 ward estimates are Census-based 
with adjustments to reﬂ  ect population revisions 
incorporated in the local authority mid-2001 
estimates. The methodology used to produce the 
mid-2002 ward estimates differs to the method 
used to produce the mid-2002 local authority 
mid-year estimates, and is subject to further 
development. In view of this ongoing work the 
mid-2001 and mid-2002 ward estimates are 
being published as ‘experimental statisticsʼ. 
Although these estimates are experimental 
and do have identiﬁ  ed limitations, they do 
highlight the potential for new uses to be made 
of administrative data sources for small area 
population estimation. 
Of the 8,850 CAS wards in England and Wales, 
the estimates indicate an average mid-2001 
ward population of 5,920, with an average 
increase by mid-2002 of 24 persons per 
ward (0.4 per cent). This increase reﬂ  ects an 
average of 67 births, 60 deaths and net civilian 
migration and other changes of +17 people per 
ward.
The ward estimates and a methodology note are 
available on the National Statistics website at 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.
asp?vlnk=13893&More=n
ONS shall also be publishing summary 
results of user consultation with the ward 
estimates which ended on 27 June 2005, 
and making announcements about pending 
publication releases on the National Statistics 
website at http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/
methodology_by_theme/sape/default.asp Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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Future plans include the production and 
publication of mid-2001, mid-2002 and mid-
2003 population estimates for Lower Layer 
and Middle Layer Super Output Areas. Further 
information about the concept of Super Output 
Areas can be found on the National Statistics 
website at http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
geography/soa.asp
Inter-ethnic 
marriages
Two per cent of marriages are inter-
ethnic
Focus on Ethnicity and Identity, one of the 
National Statistics website series of Census-
based analyses, paints a picture of the 
ethnic groups in the UK today. It includes 
information on their characteristics, lifestyles 
and experiences, placing particular emphasis 
on comparing and contrasting the main groups. 
One aspect of this report covers inter-ethnic 
marriages.
There were 10.3 million married couples in 
England and Wales on Census Day in 2001. 
The vast majority of these marriages, 98 per 
cent, were between people from the same 
ethnic background, where ethnic background 
is deﬁ  ned as White, Mixed, Asian, Black, 
Chinese, or Other ethnic group. 
Two per cent of marriages were between people 
from different ethnic backgrounds (219,000). 
Of these inter-ethnic marriages, most (198,000) 
included a White person. In the remaining 
21,000 inter-ethnic marriages both partners were 
from different minority ethnic backgrounds. 
The most common inter-ethnic marriages were 
between White and Mixed race people, 26 per 
cent of all inter-ethnic marriages. Marriages 
between a White person and someone who 
described their ethnic group as ‘Otherʼ were the 
next most common (15 per cent), followed 
by White and Black Caribbean marriages
(12 per cent), and White and Indian marriages 
(11 per cent).
People from the Mixed ethnic group were the 
most likely to be married to someone outside 
their ethnic group (78 per cent). The Mixed 
ethnic group is relatively small and there are 
limited opportunities to marry someone from 
the same ethnic group. However, mixed race 
people are often married to someone from 
a related ethnic group. For example, among 
men who described their own ethnic group as 
‘Mixed – White and Black Caribbeanʼ, 76 per 
cent were married to White women, 8 per cent 
to Black Caribbean women and 11 per cent to 
‘Mixed – White and Black Caribbeanʼ women.
Among people who described their ethnic group 
as ‘Otherʼ, 56 per cent of women and 34 per 
cent of men had married outside their ethnic 
group and most had married a White person. 
This Other group includes people from the 
Philippine Islands, Malaysia, Japan, Vietnam 
and various middle-eastern countries.
People who described their ethnic group as 
‘Other Blackʼ, largely young Black people 
born in Britain, were the next most likely to be 
married to someone outside their ethnic group, 
followed by Black Caribbean people. Almost 
ﬁ  ve in ten Other Black men (48 per cent) and 
three in ten Black Caribbean men (29 per cent) 
were married to women outside the Black 
ethnic group, in most cases White women. 
People from South Asian backgrounds were 
the least likely of the minority ethnic groups to 
be married to someone from a different ethnic 
group. Only 6 per cent of Indians, 4 per cent of 
Pakistanis, and 3 per cent of Bangladeshis had 
married someone outside the Asian group. As 
well as cultural and racial differences, people 
from South Asian backgrounds generally have 
different religions to people from other ethnic 
groups which may explain their relatively low 
inter-marriage rate. People who described their 
ethnicity as ‘Other Asianʼ were more likely to 
have married a non-Asian person (18 per cent). 
Although most inter-ethnic marriages include 
a White person, White people are the least 
likely to be married to someone outside their 
ethnic group – only 1 per cent of White men 
or women had done so. White people form the 
majority population in England and Wales
(91 per cent) and consequently there are limited 
opportunities to marry people from a minority 
ethnic group. This is particularly true for people 
living outside London, where the minority 
ethnic population is often very small. 
Patterns of inter-ethnic marriage were similar 
for men and women. Exceptions were that 
Black women were less likely than Black men 
to have married outside their ethnic group, and 
Chinese women were more likely than Chinese 
men to have done so.
Each overview in the Focus on series combines 
data from the 2001 Census and other sources to 
illustrate its topic. Further details published as 
online overviews can be found at 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/focuson/default.asp
New Eurostat 
publications
Eurostat published new 2004-based population 
projections for the 25 EU member states on
8 April 2005. These projections use a consistent 
methodology across all countries and hence 
the results differ from the national projections 
produced by the UK and other individual 
member states. The projections cover the 
period up to 2051 and as well as principal, or 
baseline, projections there are both high and 
low population variants. 
A press release is available from the Eurostat 
website at: http://epp.eurostat.cec.eu.int/pls/
portal/docs/PAGE/PGP_PRD_CAT_PREREL/
PGE_CAT_PREREL_YEAR_2005/PGE_
CAT_PREREL_YEAR_2005_MONTH_04/3-
08042005-EN-AP.PDF and details of the results 
and assumptions for all countries are available 
from: http://epp.eurostat.cec.eu.int/portal/
page?_pageid=0,1136184,0_45572595&_
dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL (Population/
Population Projections/Trend scenario, national 
level – base year 2004)
Percentage of married people in inter-ethnic1 marriages, by ethnic 
group and sex,  April 2001
Figure 1
England and Wales
1.   An inter-ethnic marriage is deﬁ  ned as a marriage between people from different aggregate ethnic groups.    
For example, a white person married to someone from a non-white ethnic group or a Pakistani person married 
to someone from a non-Asian ethnic group.
Source: Census, April 2001, Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics
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Recent Publications
Health Statistics Quarterly 26 (Palgrave Macmillan, £25, May, ISBN 
1-4039-9102-2)
Key population and vital statistics 2003 (series VS no. 30, PP1 no. 26) 
(Palgrave Macmillan, £41, April, ISBN 1-4039-9097-2)
Mortality statistics: injury and poisoning 2003 (series DH4 no. 28) 
(June, available on the National Statistics website at
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/product.asp?vlnk=621)
All of the above Palgrave Macmillan titles can be ordered on 01256 
302611 or online at www.palgrave.com/ons. All publications listed can 
be downloaded free of charge from the National Statistics website.Population Trends 120  Summer 2005
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Demographic in  di  ca  tors
Figure B Total period fertility rate
Figure A Population change (mid-year to mid-year)
England and Wales
Figure C Live births outside marriage
Figure D Infant mortality (under 1 year)
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The age difference at 
marriage in England 
and Wales: a century of 
patterns and trends
National Statistics
Máire Ní Bhrolcháin
Division of Social Statistics
University of Southampton
INTRODUCTION
The age difference is of perennial interest with regular comment, both 
academic and popular, on the frequency, social acceptability and socio-
biological basis for various age gaps between partners. The issue is of 
demographic interest because of its connection with the question of how 
the marriage market operates, and is of relevance for actuarial purposes 
and in a policy context also.1 The present article discusses and documents 
the age difference at marriage in England and Wales, examining trends 
in the age gap through the twentieth century and presenting detailed data 
on differentials by marital status and on age difference distributions. 
Some common beliefs about the age difference are considered, as are the 
determinants of age differences between partners. 
Long-run trends in the mean age difference at marriage in England 
and Wales are shown in Figure 1, with the age difference deﬁ  ned as 
husbandʼs minus wifeʼs age (this deﬁ  nition is used throughout the 
article).2 We see from the line representing all marriages that the mean 
age difference has varied over time, though within a relatively narrow 
range: the mean gap in 1901 marriages was 2.2 years, it rose to a 
peak value of 3.2 in 1947, declined to 2.5 in 1970 and has since then 
undergone gradual ﬂ  uctuations, reaching a value of 2.6 in 2001. Over the 
century, there was no long-run, unidirectional trend in the overall mean 
age difference – its level at the start and end of the 100 years covered are 
very little different. The characteristic feature of the mean age difference 
during this period in England and Wales is that it was ﬂ  uctuating, and 
that tendency continues right up to the present. These time-series data 
illustrate that looking at just a few widely-separated time points may give 
a misleading picture of temporal variation in the mean age difference: 
data on intervening years reveals neither stability nor long-run trends. 
In the last 100 years the mean age 
difference at marriage in England 
and Wales has ﬂ  uctuated in the 
range 2–3 years, but without 
exhibiting any long-run trend. 
Nevertheless, an age gap of 2–3 
years is not typical. A 1-year gap 
is the most common in recent 
years and there is a good deal 
of variation between couples. 
Marriage partners are closer in 
age than would be predicted if 
men and women were matched 
at random by age. There is little 
evidence that the age difference is 
governed by strong social norms. 
Some explanations for diversity 
and change in the age difference 
are discussed.Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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Besides the series for all marriages, Figure 1 shows also the time-trends 
in the age gap in the ﬁ  rst marriages of men and women, separately, and 
in marriages where both partners are single. Throughout the century, the 
mean age difference in the marriages of single women is larger by up to 
six months than in marriages as a whole and the gap in the marriages of 
bachelors is narrower by up to 14 months than in marriages as a whole. 
That is to say that single brides are on average somewhat younger than 
their husbands than are all brides and single grooms are not as much 
older than their wives as are grooms in general. 
The reason for the discrepancy between single men and women is 
twofold. Some men and women marrying for the ﬁ  rst time marry a 
partner who was previously married, and so the sets of ﬁ  rst marriages 
of men and of women overlap but do not correspond exactly. Allied to 
this, the age difference in marriage varies according to the marital status 
of both bride and groom.3 This can be seen from Figure 2 which shows 
the mean age gap according to the marital status of each partner. The age 
gap in the marriages of single women with previously married men is 
larger than average. By contrast, when a bachelor marries a previously 
married woman, the mean gap is not only smaller, but actually negative, 
implying that the husband is younger on average. In 2001, for example, 
single men who married a remarrying woman were an average 2.2 
years younger than their bride and in the majority of such marriages 
(59 per cent) the groom was younger than the bride. Thus, the much 
smaller mean age difference for bachelor grooms than for single brides 
results from the differentiation in age gaps between ﬁ  rst marriages, male 
remarriages and female remarriages. These features follow naturally from 
the fact that previously married people are older on average than those 
who have never been married. Mortality improvements and the rise in 
divorce rates mean that widows and widowers represent a declining share 
among persons remarrying, and divorcees an increasing share. In 1901, 
divorcees accounted for just 1 per cent of those remarrying, whether men 
or women; the ﬁ  gure rose steadily thereafter, increasing sharply directly 
after the second world war and in the early 1970s, following divorce 
liberalisation, and now stands at over nine–tenths of all remarrying 
persons.
Figure 1 Mean age difference in ﬁ  rst marriages by sex, and in all marriages, 1901–2001
England and Wales
Source: Marriage and Divorce Statistics, Series FM2 No. 16, Tables 3.1 and 3.5 (online version, accessed September 2004)
Figure 2 Mean age gap in remarriages and in all 
marriages by marital status of bride and 
groom, 1941–2001
England and Wales
Source: Marriage and Divorce Statistics, Series FM2 No. 16, Tables 3.1 and 3.5 (online 
version, accessed September 2004)
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A further notable feature of Figure 1 is that the mean gap in the 
marriages of single women has been increasing since the early 1970s 
in contrast with that in the marriages of single men, which has declined 
particularly sharply. Both are explained by the increase in recent decades 
in the proportion of single brides and grooms who marry a previously 
married person (Figure 3). The rise was particularly rapid during the 
1970s, following the liberalization of divorce law, the increase in the 
number of divorces and thus in the number of previously married people 
available for marriage. Since the previously married are older on average 
than the never married, the choice of a previously married person means 
that single women will be further in age from their husband and single 
men closer in age to their wife than if they had married a single person. 
Nevertheless, although the recent increase in marriages between single 
and previously married people has been sizeable, it would be a mistake 
to infer that current trends in the age difference reﬂ  ect an entirely new 
departure in the demography of marriage. While the age difference in the 
marriages of single women was nearly 12 months larger in 2001 than in 
1901 it is comparable to the level obtaining during the 1950s. The mean 
gap of 1.5 years in the marriages of single men in 2001 is little different 
from the ﬁ  gure of 1.6 a century before, even though the age gap in the 
marriages of single men has been declining steadily since the early 
1960s. 
FACT AND FICTION IN RELATION TO THE AGE DIFFERENCE
The age difference is the subject of a number of popular and scientiﬁ  c 
myths, some of which are considered here. The ﬁ  rst to be discussed is the 
role of social norms. It is often supposed that age differences are strongly 
governed by norms4–7 but there is little to support this idea, either by way 
of direct information on normative expectations, or in the characteristics 
of recent and past distributions of age differences, whether in the UK or 
in other countries, or in the expressed preferences of individuals. In fact, 
several pieces of evidence tend to discount the proposition that the age 
gap is subject to strong social norms. 
We see ﬁ  rst in Table 1 that the age difference distribution is highly 
dispersed.8 In the selection of years covered here, the standard deviation 
of the age difference is close to or in excess of twice its mean value. 
The spread of age differences over a comparatively broad range of 
values is a quite general phenomenon, being observed in a wide range 
of settings.3, 9-12  A further reason for doubting a central role for norms in 
governing the age difference is that the distribution of age differences 
is volatile from year to year and appears to be fairly responsive, 
through time, to the age distribution of available unmarried partners. 
For example, among women born between 1900 and 1967 who married 
at age 21, the proportion whose husband was two years older than 
themselves ranged between 11 per cent and 19 per cent; among men 
of these generations who married at age 23, the proportion marrying 
a woman three years younger than themselves ranged between 10 per 
cent and 21 per cent. These peaks and troughs tend to be associated 
with the varying supply of unmarried partners of the corresponding 
age difference, due to changes in age–sex structure resulting from 
demographic processes.13 Thus, age differences appear to some extent 
to have a chance element, with unmarried men and women being more 
or less likely, in a given year, to encounter a person of a given age 
difference according to the proportion that partners of that age gap form 
of the unmarried population as a whole. Consistent with the volatility 
of age difference distributions, evidence on explicitly stated preferences 
of both men and women reveals much ﬂ  exibility in relation to potential 
partner ages: preferences are not focussed on narrow ranges of partner 
ages but there is a good deal of indifference within moderately broad 
age ranges of partner.14
The persistent but unproven belief that age differences are governed 
by strong social norms is often tied up with the mistaken assumption 
Year       Husband/wife  older
of 
marriage    Wife older                                  Husband older        Coefﬁ  cient of
    (gap in years)    Same age                            (gap in years)         variation
  5+  3–4 1–2  0  1–2 3–4 5–9 10+  Mean SD  SD/Mean
1921  5 5  13 13 23 16 17  8 2.5  5.1 2.0
1971  4 4  10 12 28 20 16    7 2.6  4.9  1.9
1981  5 4  10 11 25 18 19    9 2.8  5.5  2.9
1991  7 6  11 10 21 16 19    9 2.5  5.8  2.3
2001  9 6  11   9 19 15 20  11 2.6  6.3  2.4
Table 1 Percentage of marriages with speciﬁ  ed age gaps, and summary statistics. All marriages, 1921, 1971–2001
England and Wales
Figure 3 Proportion marrying a previously married 
partner, by sex and marital status at 
marriage, 1901–2001
England and Wales
Source: Marriage and Divorce Statistics, Series FM2 No. 16, Tables 3.1 and 3.5 (online 
version, accessed September 2004)
1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001
0.0
0.1
0.2
0.3
0.4
0.5
0.6
0.7
Year of marriage
Single men
Single women
Remarrying men
Remarrying women
Sources: 1921: Registrar General’s Statistical Review of England and Wales 1921; 1971–2001: Unpublished tables provided by ONSPopulation Trends 120 Summer 2005
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that age differences typically fall within a narrow range, with many 
assuming that in most marriages the husband is two to three years older 
than the wife.15 We saw in Figure 1 that the mean age difference in 
marriage in England and Wales has, for most of the 20th century, been 
in the range 2–3 years, but this does not imply at all that the majority 
of marriages feature a gap of this size. In fact, only in a minority of 
marriages is the husband 2–3 years older than the wife, as we see in 
Table 2: no more than a quarter of all marriages in the years examined 
feature a gap of 2–3 years. In recent decades a gap of one year is the 
most commonly occurring age difference in British marriages, and not a 
two or three year gap (Table 2). 
This is not a new development and has nothing to do with recent trends 
away from traditional marriage patterns. As we see, only a ﬁ  fth of 
marriages in 1921 featured a groom 2–3 years older than his bride and 
the modal age difference in 1921 marriages was zero – that partners were 
of the same age. Nevertheless, the most common age differences are not, 
in relative terms, very frequent – in the selection of years considered 
here, the single most common age gap occurred in just 14 per cent of 
marriages (one-year gap, 1971). In order to account for at least half of all 
marriages in 1921, 1971 and 1981 we have to include age differences in 
the range of 0–4 years, 0–5 years in 1991 and 1–6 years in 2001. These 
ranges only just cover half of all marriages, and do not include the large 
majority of marriages. The ranges encompassing three–quarters of all 
marriages in these years are gaps of from –1 to +6 in 1971 and from –4 
to +8 in 2001–ranges that are 8 to 13 years wide (see the ﬁ  nal column 
of Table 2). Set against the supposition that most marriages feature a 
small age gap in favour of the husband, this represents a fair amount of 
diversity. In summary, it is not true that the large majority of marriages 
feature either a 2–3 year gap, or a gap in a very restricted range. The 
distribution is broad rather than concentrated at a small number of values. 
Nevertheless, while the age gap is far from being uniform across 
marriages, its distribution is more compact than it could be in principle. 
Marriage partners are not assorted randomly by age. Some combinations 
of ages are substantially more frequent than would be expected by chance 
and others a good deal less so. We see this from Figure 4 and Table 3, 
which compare the actual proportionate distribution of age differences 
in marriages occurring in 2001 with the distribution that would be found 
if men and women marrying in 2001 were to be paired up randomly by 
age.16 We see that the age differences that occur in practice are much 
more concentrated than would be expected under random matching, and 
that extreme age differences in either direction are much less frequent 
than would be expected under chance assignment. The two lines cross 
at age differences of about –4 (wife older) and +9 (husband older). Age 
gaps outside these limits are found less frequently in 2001 than would 
be expected by chance, and those within the range, more so. If partners 
Table 2 Frequency of narrow age gaps and other aspects of the age difference distribution. All marriages, 1921, 1971–2001*
England and Wales
Year    Percentage of marriages in       Most common   25th percentile  75th percentile  Inter–quartile  Range including  
    which the age difference is:      age gap      range  75 per cent  
             of 
  2–3 years  1–3 years  1–4 years  0–4 years          marriages
 
1921  20 32 39 52  0  0  4  4  –3 to +6
1971  25 40 48 60  1  0  4  4  –1 to +6
1981  22 35 42 53  1  0  4  4  –2 to +7
1991  19 30 37 48  1  0  5  5  –3 to +7
2001  17 26 33 43  1  –1  6  7  –4 to +8
* A negative value indicates an age difference in favour of the wife.
Sources: as Table 1
                        Wife older (gap in years)    Same age                      Husband older (gap in years)
  10+ 5–9 3–4 1–2  0  1–2 3–4 5–9 10+
Actual  2 6 6  11  9 19  15  20  11
Expected (random)   15 11  6  7  4  7  7 16 26
Table 3 Percentage age difference distributions observed and expected under random assortment by age. All marriages, 
2001
England and Wales
Source: author’s analysis of unpublished tables provided by ONS
Figure 4 Percentage distributions of age differences 
observed and expected under random 
assortment by age (range –20 to +20). All 
marriages, 2001
England and Wales
Source: calculations based on unpublished tables provided by ONS
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were matched at random by age, 27 per cent of 2001 brides would be at 
least ﬁ  ve years older than their husbands, while the actual percentage is, 
at 9 per cent, one-third of this number; 26 per cent of husbands would 
be at least 10 years older than their wives, if randomly assigned by 
age, compared with an actual ﬁ  gure of 11 per cent in 2001 marriages. 
Four-ﬁ  fths of marriages fell in the central range of –4 to +9 years age 
difference in 2001, but just 47 per cent would be expected if partnersʼ 
ages were randomly assorted.
These calculations also give a fresh perspective on the phenomenon of 
what is often taken to be a social convention: that the husband is older 
than the wife. Husband-older marriages were certainly in the majority in 
2001, and have long been so. Nevertheless, at 65 per cent of all marriages 
they are not a great deal more frequent than the 56 per cent that would 
be expected by chance (see Table 3): that is, the actual percentage of 
husband-older marriages exceeded the ﬁ  gure that would be expected 
at random by only 9 per cent.17 A qualiﬁ  cation is in order, however: 
the calculation of the expected distribution takes as given the age 
distributions of men and women marrying in 2001, and the older mean 
age at marriage of men may in itself, to some extent, reﬂ  ect a preference 
for husband-older marriages. Making the extreme assumption that later 
male marriage is due to a preference for husband–older pairings, our 
observed 65 per cent should be compared with an expected 50 per cent 
– a sizeable but not huge excess of male-older partnerships. 
The contrast between actual age gaps and those that would occur if age 
matching were random casts some light also on the question of very large 
age differences, whether in favour of the husband or of the wife. As we 
have seen, they are less common than would be expected by chance. 
Whether through social or other structural processes, or the aggregate 
of individual decisions, large age differences in either direction appear 
to be avoided and are rare in an absolute sense. Some further details are 
given in Table 4, in which a large disparity in age is deﬁ  ned, arbitrarily, 
as 15+ years in favour of the husband or 8+ years in favour of the wife, 
the different limits being chosen in recognition of the fact that wife–older 
marriages are less common. Thus deﬁ  ned, 2–4 per cent of marriages 
in the years selected involve a large disparity in the husbandʼs favour 
and the same proportion in the wifeʼs favour (though the gap chosen is 
narrower). A large age difference in favour of one or other sex is more 
common on remarriage: 10–12 per cent of remarrying men are 15+ years 
older than their new wife and 8–10 per cent of remarrying women are 8+ 
years older than their new husband. While the spread of age differences 
has been increasing in recent decades, nevertheless the current proportion 
of extreme age differences, on the present deﬁ  nition, is not greatly 
different from the situation in 1921.
It is sometimes supposed that in past times the age gap was typically 
much larger than currently and that age differences have declined in 
recent times, reﬂ  ecting a more egalitarian, companionate approach to 
marriage.18–20 While there can be little doubt that marriages are more 
egalitarian in structure nowadays than in the past, this is not due in 
Britain to a smaller gap between spousal ages. As we saw in Figure 1, 
mean age differences at the turn of the twentieth century were very little 
different from their current levels and in 1846, when published marriage 
statistics begin, the mean age difference in marriage was 1.8 years.21 
Indeed, a relatively small age difference, with husbands and wives fairly 
close in age on average, is characteristic of marriage patterns in England 
and Wales in earlier centuries also.22 If it is true that the dispersion of age 
differences was greater, and that large age gaps were more common, in 
historical times than currently, then the phenomenon pre-dates the 20th 
century. 
A ﬁ  nal but only partial myth about the age difference is that it is larger 
than average in remarriages. As we saw earlier, this is only half-true. The 
mean age difference is larger when men remarry but not when women 
remarry. As we saw in Figure 2 above the age gap is, in fact, narrower 
than average in the remarriages of women, whose chances of being older 
than their second or later husband are much greater than in the case of 
their ﬁ  rst marriage. And while it is true of both sexes that their second or 
later spouse tends on average to be younger than their original partner,23 
very large disparities in age are not in any sense typical in remarriages. 
We saw in Table 3 above that just 10–12 per cent of remarrying men 
were 15+ years older than their new wife. Even if we adopt a more 
inclusive deﬁ  nition of a large age difference as 10+ years, a minority of 
between 25–29 per cent of remarrying men in the years selected are older 
than their new partner by such a margin. 
Some of the enduring myths about the age difference possibly arise 
through a combination of the fact that in the majority of marriages 
husbands are older than their wives but that ﬁ  ne gradations of age are 
not socially transparent. Except maybe for children and adolescents, 
it is usually not possible to identify a personʼs age with precision. We 
can probably identify the decade of a personʼs age and perhaps whether 
a person is in the early or later part of that decade, but judgments of 
age will not generally be much more accurate than that. As a result, 
unambiguous information on the relative ages of couples will not 
usually be available to us in our daily lives – in contrast, for example, 
to information on the relative height of couples, which is immediately 
apparent, public information. 
WHAT DETERMINES THE AGE DIFFERENCE?
What factors inﬂ  uence the age difference between partners? Several forms 
of this question can be considered. First, why is the mean age difference 
generally in favour of the husband, not only in England and Wales but in 
virtually all known societies? What factors contribute to the differences 
between individual couples in age gap? And ﬁ  nally, what factors inﬂ  uence 
change in the age gap through time? No deﬁ  nitive answers can be given to 
these questions as yet, but some hypotheses can be considered. 
Table 4 Percentage of marriages with a large age difference, 1921, 1971–2001
England and Wales
          Year of marriage
     1921  1971  1981  1991  2001
Wife older by 8+ years  All marriages  2  2 2  3 4
   Remarrying  men  n/a  3 3  3 3
   Remarrying  women n/a 8  8  10 10
Husband older by   All marriages  3  2 3  3 4
  15+ years    Remarrying men  n/a  12 10  11 11
   Remarrying  women n/a  5 5  5 4
Sources: 1921: Registrar General’s Statistical Review of England and Wales 1921; 1971–2001: Unpublished tables provided by ONSPopulation Trends 120 Summer 2005
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The universality of an average gap in favour of the husband has been 
ascribed by some commentators working within a socio-biological or 
evolutionary psychology perspective to male preferences for younger 
women, and that this in turn is a biological adaptation resulting from 
the greater potential fertility of younger women.24–25 Whether this 
explanation is reasonable is extremely hard to establish, since data 
on the demographic characteristics and marriage patterns of human 
populations in prehistory, and the environmental constraints to which 
they were subject, are not available. Though apparently reasonable, such 
an account must be evaluated against other possible explanations for 
the universal phenomenon of husband-older marriages. One alternative, 
also rooted in biology, is that the universal age difference in favour of 
the husband results from female preferences – a suggestion which in 
many respects is more in tune with an evolutionary perspective since 
female choice is accepted in biology as having a central role in pair 
formation.26 Overlying such perspectives, either male or female choice 
could operate in precisely the way predicted on biological grounds, but 
for social and also for economic reasons. For example, a man wishing to 
have a family would be expected to choose a partner young enough to 
bear children, a choice that may be directed purely by rational here-and-
now considerations, rather than by an inbuilt preference resulting from a 
biological adaptation. Similarly, women entering marriage may prefer a 
somewhat older partner for here-and-now economic reasons, since older 
men will be better established economically. A ﬁ  nal explanation for the 
universality of husband-older marriage, is that by convention women 
marry at a younger age than men, and that the phenomenon can be 
explained entirely in this way. This may well be part of the explanation 
but, if so, it is not complete. As we saw earlier, the distribution of age 
differences is more concentrated than a random matching of grooms 
and brides by age in any particular year would predict and this is true 
in a wide range of settings.12 A second problem is that this explanation 
leaves unresolved the question why there should be a convention that 
women marry on average at an earlier age than men, though a number 
of candidate explanations can be suggested: that women mature earlier 
than men, psychologically or physically, that womenʼs exposure to 
pregnancy accelerates their entry into marriage, either through fear of 
or actual pregnancy, or, given the traditional role of men as the primary 
breadwinners in the family, that menʼs capacity to fulﬁ  l that role is both 
better established and more evident at later than earlier ages. 
What about variation within a society? What accounts for the differences 
between individual couples? One important differentiating factor is 
age at marriage: the younger the woman at marriage, the larger the age 
difference, and the younger the man, the smaller the age difference. 
There is, in other words, a broad tendency for the age difference to rise 
with male age at marriage, and to decline, at least initially, with female 
age at marriage.3,11,27, 28 This phenomenon probably reﬂ  ects in part the 
relative age distributions of partners available to people marrying at each 
age, as well as, at the youngest ages, the lower limit on marriage age. But 
beyond opportunity and availability, preferred age differences also vary 
by age and sex. While nationally representative data on age preferences 
are lacking, evidence from a more specialised source – the preferences 
of dating agency clients – show that the mean preferred age differences 
behave just like actual age differences at marriage, rising with age of 
groom and declining with age of bride. Nevertheless, these data also 
suggest that age preferences are not rigid or very precise but that there 
is a good deal of indifference regarding the age of potential partners. 
While men on the whole prefer a younger partner, and women on the 
whole prefer an older partner, both sexes appear willing to accept a fairly 
wide range of potential partner ages, though at younger ages men are less 
demanding in this respect than are women.29
Note that although marriage partners are closer in age than would be 
expected by chance, and although extreme age differences are avoided, 
this need not be due either to social norms or to the operation of 
individual preferences that are speciﬁ  cally related to age. Non-random 
matching could arise simply because people closer in age are more 
likely to encounter each other socially, or because people of similar ages 
have more interests, experiences and attitudes in common. Assortative 
matching by age may arise, that is, either as the incidental outcome of 
social arrangements or as a by-product of preferences for age-related 
characteristics, rather than that partners of speciﬁ  c ages or age-gaps in 
themselves are preferred. 
Finally, what explains changes through time in the age difference? 
Demographic factors are probably the key to such changes, though again 
deﬁ  nitive statements cannot yet be made. One inﬂ  uence is secular trend 
in the age at marriage. Changing age at marriage can affect trends in the 
age difference because, as noted above, the age gap between partners 
is closely associated with the age at marriage of each partner. A further 
contributory cause is the shifting age structure of potential marriage 
partners. The age-sex structure of the unmarried population can vary 
quite substantially, within precise age ranges, from year to year and 
over time as a result of past fertility, mortality, migration, marriage, 
divorce and remarriage patterns. As a result, the distribution of relative 
ages of partners available to unmarried people of any particular age can 
be quite variable over time. Previous research suggests that the two are 
linked – that alterations in the age structure of the unmarried population 
are associated with corresponding change in the distribution of age 
differences.10 It is not yet completely clear how strong this connection is, 
but current evidence suggests that age differences are ﬂ  exible and adapt 
rapidly to the ages of the available unmarried population. Hence future 
trends in the distribution of age differences at marriage will depend not 
only on trends in age at marriage but also on all demographic factors that 
inﬂ  uence the age–sex composition of the unmarried population. 
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The demographic 
characteristics of the 
oldest old in the United 
Kingdom
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Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics
Those aged 85 and over (the oldest 
old) are the fastest growing age 
group in the population of many 
developed countries. However it 
is still uncommon to ﬁ  nd statistics 
and analysis of this age group in 
current reporting. This article 
draws together demographic 
characteristics of people aged 85 
and over from various different 
national data sources to provide an 
up-to-date picture of the oldest old.
INTRODUCTION
The progressive ageing of the UK population is a well-known 
demographic fact among specialists, policy makers and the general 
public. The ageing of the older population itself is, however, a less 
recognised demographic change, mainly due to data reporting that 
very often summarises data for the older population in a broad age 
group, for example, as 65 and over or 75 and over. There are two main 
reasons behind this practice. Very old people historically represented a 
small proportion of the total population so that the need to characterise 
them as a separate age group was not perceived as being as important 
in comparison with other age groups. Secondly, the small numbers of 
oldest old mean that most of the current national surveys (with a few 
exceptions) do not have sufﬁ  ciently large sample sizes to allow analysis 
by other characteristics. Censuses and certain large national surveys are 
therefore the best statistical sources for information on the oldest old. 
This study follows the international convention of deﬁ  ning the oldest 
old as those aged 85 and over. This choice is based on the fact that 
people aged 85 and over are more likely to experience frailty, illness and 
dependence in comparison with young old people (those aged 65–84). 
For example, statistics on residents in communal establishments usually 
include 85 and over as a group since the oldest old are at higher risk of 
institutionalisation. Setting this age limit, though, is only an operational 
convention to identify a demographic age group and without any 
intention to treat the oldest old as a homogeneous population.1 The age 
threshold to deﬁ  ne the oldest old also reﬂ  ects the dynamic process of 
ageing itself. For example throughout the 1980s people aged 80 and over 
were considered the extreme age group, while now reports are including 
an age group of people aged 85 and over. It may be expected that in the 
future statistics the deﬁ  ning age of the highest age band will increase 
again to people aged 90 and over, or higher still. Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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    Population        Estimated mid-year                       Projected mid-year
    enumerated in Census        resident population                        resident population
  1901 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991  2003 2021  2031
Persons
All  38,237  46,038 50,225 52,807 55,928 56,357  57,439  59,553 63,835 65,700
65+  1,809  3,418 5,468 6,208 7,408 8,475  9,059  9,510  12,703  15,271
85 and over  61  113  224  346  485  603  873  1,104  1,802  2,479
Percentage 85+/Total   0.2  0.2 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.1  1.5  1.9 2.8 3.8
Percentage 85+/65+  3.4  3.3 4.1 5.6 6.5 7.1  9.6  11.6  14.2  16.2
Males
All  18,492  22,060 24,118 25,528 27,167 27,412  27,909  29,108 31,432 32,337
65+  784  1,470 2,247 2,385 2,841 3,327  3,630  4,038 5,777 6,976
85 and over  23  36  70  105  126  141  212  313.1  680  978
Percentage 85+/Total   0.1  0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5  0.8  1.1 2.2 3.0
Percentage 85+/65+  2.9  2.4 3.1 4.4 4.4 4.2  5.8  7.8  11.8  14.0
Females
All  19,745  23,978 26,107 27,279 28,761 28,946  29,530  30,446  32,4032 33,362
65+  1,025  1,947 3,218 3,823 4,567 5,149  5,428  5,472 6,926 8,296
85 and over  38  77  154  241  359  462  661  791  1,122  1,501
Percentage 85+/Total   0.2  0.3 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.6  2.2  2.6 3.5 4.5
Percentage 85+/65+  3.7  4.0 4.8 6.3 7.9 9.0  12.2  14.5  16.2  18.1
Source: ONS 2004 Annual Abstract, ONS 2003 Population Estimates, GAD 2003-based population projections
Table 1
United Kingdom
Absolute numbers (thousands) and proportions of the oldest old, 1901–2031
Recognition of the importance of considering the oldest old as a separate 
unit of analysis has increased recently and it is gradually becoming a 
more common practice to publish, where possible, data disaggregated 
for people aged 85 and over. There are several reasons why the 
oldest old represent an interesting group of people to investigate. Past 
fertility and current mortality trends have contributed to making the 
oldest old the fastest growing age group in the UK population. Large 
improvements in mortality conditions have increased the chances of 
past cohorts surviving to oldest old ages. The generation of women born 
in 1879 was the ﬁ  rst in which half survived to age 65, while the same 
level of survival was obtained by the 1905 cohort of men.2 Nowadays 
in industrialised countries the study of mortality trends is mainly 
concentrated on the decline of death rates at older ages3,4 that followed 
the great improvements in mortality conditions at younger and adult ages 
which have already happened. Migration has also played a role in the 
number of oldest old. The 2001 Census shows that in England and Wales 
50 thousand people aged 85 and over (4.8 per cent of the total population 
aged 85 and over) were born outside the United Kingdom. Around 13 
thousand of the oldest old born outside the UK came from the Irish 
Republic. Around seven thousand people were born either in Poland, 
Germany or Austria, probably refugees who migrated in the 1930s.
The increase in the number and proportion of the oldest old is a common 
feature of the population in developed countries. Among the countries 
in the European Union in 2001, the country with the highest number of 
oldest old was Germany (1.5 million people aged 85 and over comprising 
1.9 per cent of the overall population). Italy, France and Sweden had the 
highest proportion of oldest old, at over 2 per cent of the total population, 
whereas in the UK the proportion was slightly lower (1.9 per cent in 
2003). Poland and Slovakia were the countries where the oldest old as a 
percentage of the population was lowest at less than 1 per cent.5 
The oldest old thus represent an emerging issue for population scientists 
and policy makers, due to the concerns about the potential increase in 
health and social care provision. As for other sections of population, the 
oldest old are characterised by heterogeneity in terms of demographic, 
socio-economic and health characteristics. It follows that comprehensive 
information about their characteristics is needed.
The article is split into two parts.  The ﬁ  rst examines the population 
dynamics that have led to the current old and oldest old population, 
including projections of the future numbers of oldest old.  The second 
section discusses health and other socio demographic characteristics of 
the oldest old population.
DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS FOR THE OLDEST OLD 
Table 1 shows the change in the number and  proportion of oldest old 
compared with the old population (aged 65 and over). The overall UK 
population has increased by less than two-thirds, from 38 to almost 60 
million between 1901 and 2003. The population aged 65 and over has 
increased ﬁ  ve-fold, from 1.8 million to 9.5 million people, while in 
2003 the oldest old were eighteen times more numerous than they were 
in 1901. If we look at projections6 over the next thirty years, the overall 
population is projected to increase by 10 per cent, the old population by 
around 60 per cent and the oldest old are expected to more than double.7 
The large expansion of the oldest population can also be seen when 
considering people aged 85 and over both as a proportion of the overall 
population and of the old population itself (see Table 1).  In 1901 fewer 
than 0.2 per cent of the total population were aged 85 and over, against 
1.9 per cent in 2003 and a projected 3.8 per cent in 2031. The oldest old 
have also been increasing among the old population: in 1901 among 
100 people aged 65 and over only three would have been aged 85 and 
over, in 2003 12 were 85 and over and this is projected to increase to 
16 in 2031. This large increase is due both to the number of births that 
occurred around 1920 and the increased probability of survival of these 
cohorts to the present day. From 1901 to 1914 more than one million 
births occurred annually in the UK. The First World War had a marked 
negative impact on fertility: in 1918 there were only 787 thousand births. 
Additionally, the number of births was particularly low in 1918–1919 
because of the inﬂ  uenza epidemic. However at the end of World War 
One there was a baby boom with more than 1,127 thousand babies 
born in 1920 (the highest number of births ever recorded in the UK), an 
increase of around 43 per cent compared to 1918.
Greater female longevity means that oldest old women have a higher 
share of the old female population compared to men. The share of oldest Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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  Persons Per  cent    Men Women
2003 
85–89 705.7  1.2  219.4 486.3
90+ 398.5  0.7  93.7 304.9
      
2031      
85–89 1,494.4  2.3  616.6 877.9
90+ 984.3  1.6  361.5 622.7
of which:      
90–94 702.2  1.1  264.3 437.9
95–99 234.2  0.4  81.5 152.7
100+ 47.9  0.1  15.7 32.1
Source: ONS 2003 Population Estimates, GAD 2003-based population projections
Table 2 Oldest old population by age and sex, 2003 and 
2031
United Kingdom
Year  of  birth  1851 1860  1880  1901 1920 1930 1940 1950
           
Males              
e0*  40.2 41.7  46.5  50.3  60.7  66.9 71.5 76.6
e65
§  11.0 11.2  12.0  12.3  14.7  17.0 19.5 20.0
e85
§  3.5 3.7  4.1  4.6  5.7  6.5 7.1 7.5
Survivors at 85 from birth  3  4  6  8  17  27  36  42
Survivors at 85 from 65  11  11  15  17  28  39  48  52
Survivors at 100 from 85  0  0  1  1  4  6  8  10
              
Females
e0*  43.6 45.5  51.6  57.0  67.4  72.9 77.4 81.7
e65
§  12.7 13.1  14.8  16.7  18.4  20.1 22.1 22.9
e85
§  4.1 4.4  5.0  5.8  6.6  7.4 8.1 8.5
Survivors at 85 from birth  7  8  13  22  32  41  51  57
Survivors at 85 from 65  18  19  27  37  45  53  62  65
Survivors at 100 from 85  1  1  2  3  5  8  11  13
* en  is the expected numbers of years lived from the n-th birthday (in this table n is 0, 65 and 85)
§ measured from when that cohort reaches 65 or 85, for example the 1851 cohort will be measured by e65 in 1916 and e85 in 1936
Source: GAD mortality database – available from Government Actuary’s Department on request (Author’s own calculations)           
  
Table 3 Mortality cohort indicators – England and Wales’s cohorts, 1851–1950
old within the old population is currently 18.1 per cent for women, and 
14.0 per cent for men. The proportion of very old women compared to 
men was especially high in the 1970s and in the 1980s, reﬂ  ecting the 
war casualties among the male cohorts born at the end of the nineteenth 
century.  
An additional insight into the age structure of the oldest old is provided in 
Table 2. The current population estimates for the UK have 90 plus as the 
last age group, while the Government Actuaryʼs Department projections 
go up to 100+. At each progressive age, the number of old people and the 
proportion they represent of the total population decreases. In the UK in 
2003 almost 400 thousand people were aged 90 and over (0.7 per cent of 
the total population), with the number of women more than three times 
greater than men.  In 2031, projections show that the number of people 
aged 90 and over is expected to be more than double the number in 2003, 
representing 1.6 per cent of the whole population. 
Table 3 shows the changes in life expectancy and the probability of 
survival at different ages for cohorts born between 1851 and 1950. 
Males born in 1851 survived on average 40.2 years, against an expected 
76.6 years for men born in 1950. For the same cohorts remaining life 
expectancy at age 65 (in 1916 and 2015 respectively) increased from 
11 years to an expected 20 years, but at age 85 more than doubled from 
3.5 to 7.5 years. Another way of showing the effect of improvements in 
mortality, both at young, adult and older ages, is to look at the chances of 
survival to a certain age, or between certain ages. Among 100 men born 
in 1851, only three would have survived to age 85, while it is projected 
that for 100 men born in 1951, 42 will reach 85. For 100 men in the 1851 
cohort who survived to age 65, 11 of them would have reached age 85, 
but the equivalent ﬁ  gure for the 1950 cohort is projected to be 52. 
For women the improvements in longevity are even more striking than 
for men. Women born in 1950 are projected to live on average 81.7 
years, in comparison with only 43.6 years for their counterparts born in 
1851. For the same cohorts, life expectancy at age 65 has increased by 
10 years and at age 85 by more than four years. Almost nine times more 
women born in 1951 are likely to reach age 85 than women born in 1851 
(seven compared with 57 out of 100 born). Death is therefore an event 
that is concentrated more and more at advanced ages. 
In 1960 the proportion of deaths that occurred after age 85, as a 
percentage of all deaths, represented only 8 and 16 per cent for men and 
women respectively (Table 4), whereas by 2003 these percentages had 
reached around 21 and 41. The proportion of deaths occurring between 
birth and age four declined from 4.4 per cent in 1960 to 0.8 per cent in 
2003 for boys and from 3.4 to 0.6 per cent for girls in the same period. 
This sharp acceleration in concentration of deaths among the oldest old 
is known as the ‘compression of mortalityʼ8 or the ‘rectangularisation 
of the survival curveʼ. Rectangularisation occurs once infant mortality 
has declined and the proportion of survivors at young and adult ages is 
maintained close to 100 per cent. Shown in graph format, the curve of 
the proportion of survivors starts to decline only at older ages. The trend 
in the progressive later occurrence of death to older ages helps also to 
explain why health costs are greatest among the oldest old. Since health 
care costs are highest in the few months before death, the concentration 
of deaths in the oldest age group raises the proportion of ﬁ  nancial 
resources spent on the oldest old.9,10
Even within the oldest old age group, further analysis can provide 
evidence of increased survival to extreme ages for recent cohorts 
(Table 3). For men born in 1851, even if they survived to age 85, their 
chance of surviving to their hundredth birthday was basically nil.  
However, of 100 men born in 1951 and surviving to age 85, at least 10 
of those may be expected to receive the Royal greeting. For women 
the ﬁ  gures are higher than for men: among 100 women born in 1951 
and surviving to age 85, at least 13 of them will be likely to reach their 
hundredth birthday. The number of people aged 100 and above has Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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  1960 1970 1980 1990 2003
Men
Percentage deaths at age 0–4  4.4 3.4 1.8 1.4 0.8
Percentage deaths after age 85  8.0 8.8 9.5  13.1  20.8
        
Women        
Percentage deaths at age 0–4  3.4 2.5 1.4 1.0 0.6
Percentage deaths after age 85  16.2 20.5 24.5 31.0 40.8
Source: ONS, GROS, NISRA (Author’s own calculations)
Table 4 Proportion of deaths between 0–4 and after age 
85 by sex, 1960–2003
Figure 1 Number of women for 100 men by age in 
1951, 2003 and 2031
United Kingdom
Sources: 1951 Census, ONS 2003 population estimates, GAD 2003-base population 
   projections
increased in England and Wales from 100 in 1911 to more than 8,000 in 
the 2001 Census.11
The effect of higher female longevity can be observed among the oldest 
old more than in any other age group of the population (Figure 1). 
The observation of the number of women for 100 men in the same age 
group in three different years (1951, 2003 and 2031) for people aged 
65 and over shows how older women outnumber older men in all age 
groups. There were 34 per cent more women aged 65–69 than men of 
the same age in 1951, although this was unusually high due also to the 
higher male mortality during the First World War. This number fell to 
8 per cent in 2003, and population projections indicate a slight further 
decrease by 2031, when is projected to be 7 per cent more women than 
men aged 65–69. The trend by age shows a sharp increase in the number 
of women compared to men: in 1951 there were 225 women aged 85 
and over for each 100 men; in 2003 very old women outnumbered men 
257 against 100. 
Life expectancy for men is increasing at a greater pace than for women, 
and this is projected to continue into the future. This can be seen by the 
declining women:men ratio in 2031: at age 85 and over it is projected to 
have declined considerably by 2031 when there will be 153 women per 
each 100 men.
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OLDEST OLD
Health
The demographic trends described in the previous section, showed how 
reaching very old ages is becoming more and more common in the UK. 
This trend has led to growing concern among both policy makers and 
service providers for the future care needs of very old people. The oldest 
old represent in this respect the primary age group of interest because of 
their high prevalence of limiting illness and the high proportion resident 
in long-term care structures. Growing interest has, therefore, arisen in 
trends in health among the oldest old. Censuses and periodic nationally 
representative surveys have been used to assess changes in health 
conditions of the oldest old. However, assessments of the changes in the 
health status among the oldest old have to be carefully analysed in order 
to disentangle the effects of the general improvements due to changes in 
life style and preventive health measure from the selection process (the 
healthiest individuals are more likely to survive to older ages). In fact 
different interpretations of the trends in mortality and morbidity have 
lead to the proposal of different scenarios for the future health conditions 
of the oldest old. Fries (1980) proposed the ‘compression of morbidityʼ 
hypothesis, similar to the compression of mortality described in the 
previous section: if the incidence of limiting diseases can be postponed 
to later ages, then morbidity will be compressed into a shorter period 
of life.12 On the other side, another scenario, called the ‘expansion of 
morbidityʼ, assumes that the decline in mortality is due to decreasing 
death rates for diseases and not to a reduction in their incidence. 
According to this theory, it follows that the decline in mortality would be 
accompanied by an increase in chronic illness and disability since people 
are less selected from previous hazards.13 A third hypothesis suggests 
that the decline in mortality may be partly due to the decline of chronic 
disease progression: under this scenario remaining life expectancy with 
severe disability may decrease, whereas the remaining life expectancy 
with light or moderate disability may increase, leading to a dynamic 
equilibrium.14
Pioneering work to assess trends in disability among older people has 
been carried out in the US,15,16 and ﬁ  ndings from the National Long Term 
Care Survey from 1982 to 1994 showed that disability levels declined 
among older people, supporting the ‘compression of morbidityʼ theory. 
A recent evaluation of ﬁ  ndings from ﬁ  ve US data sets on the population 
aged 70 and over found a consistent decline from the mid 1990s onwards 
of the order of 1–2.5 per cent per year for two commonly used disability 
measures (difﬁ  culty with daily activities and help with daily activities).17 
In Britain, results are not as conclusive as in the US. Two main sources 
of data are used, the General Household Survey (GHS) and the Census. 
The Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics (ONS) has produced calculations 
of healthy life expectancy from 1981 by self-perceived fairly or good 
health status and also by limiting long-standing illnesses at age 65, 
based on the GHS and adjusted to include people living in communal 
establishments. For both indicators, results show that the gains in life 
expectancy for both sexes are not matched by similar gains in healthy 
life expectancy.18 At age 85 the estimates produced by ONS19 show a 
relative stability in the number of years to be spent in good health: for 
men healthy life expectancy was 2.9 years in 1981 and 3.1 years in 2001, 
while for women it was 3.0 and 2.9 years. If the presence of limiting-long 
standing illnesses is considered, at age 85 men were expected to live an 
additional 2.1 years in 1981 and 2.0 in 2001 free of such illnesses. In the 
same period women aged 85 and over experienced an increase in life 
expectancy free from limiting-long standing illnesses from 1.7 in 1981 
to 1.9 in 2001. These estimates though are affected by the small size of 
the sample that provides the estimates, and their conﬁ  dence intervals 
are too wide to determine a trend. Other studies based on ﬁ  ve Activity 
Daily Living (the basic tasks of everyday life, such as eating, bathing, 
dressing, and transferring, alias ADL), again as measured in the GHS, 
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United Kingdom
                             Number
                              (thousands)                             Per cent
  LLSI Poor  health LLSI Poor  health
Persons      
  65 and over  4,816  2,202  51.8 23.7
  85–89  545  254  73.6 34.3
  90 and over  292  128  80.8 35.4
Men
  65 and over  1,942  867  49.8 22.2
  85–89  156  72  68.9 32.2
  90 and over  60  26  73.4 32.1
Women
  65 and over  2,874  1,335  53.2 24.7
  85–89  390  182  75.6 35.2
  90 and over  231  101  83.0 36.3
Source: Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics
Table 5 General health and limiting-long standing illness 
(LLSI) by sex and age, 2001 Figure 2 Percentage of people aged 85 and above, 
20031
Percentage
2.26 and above
2.01 to 2.25
1.76 to 2.00
1.51 to 1.75
0t o1 . 5
1 Based on Mid-year estimates 2003  Source: Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics
show that for people aged 85 and over the percentage of remaining years 
spent in good health over the total number of remaining years increased 
from 61 to 79 per cent for men and from 52 to 65 per cent for women 
between 1980 and 1998.20 For the latter study, however, the estimates are 
based on the population living in private households. It is therefore likely 
that healthy life expectancy is slightly overestimated, since it does not 
include the oldest old living in communal establishments whose health is 
generally worse than for those living in the community.
The 2001 Census had two questions on health conditions: presence 
of limiting long-standing illnesses and self-perceived health status. 
Table 5 shows ﬁ  gures for both indicators for the oldest old in the 
United Kingdom, including both people living in private household and 
communal establishments. Overall there were more than 700 thousand 
people aged 85 and over with limiting long-standing illness and almost 
400 thousand that considered themselves to be in poor health. The ﬁ  gures 
show that health status worsens with age and that women are more likely 
to suffer from health problems than men. The difference in the number 
of people with limiting long-standing illness and poor health status is 
the result of adaptation to certain health problems as normal effects of 
ageing, so while they are recognised as diseases, they do not necessarily 
affect perceived health status.
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
The geographic distribution of the oldest old in the UK is an important 
issue since it gives useful information to policy makers and care services 
providers for planning adequate care services. Among the component 
countries of the UK in 2003, Wales had the highest proportion of oldest 
old with 2.0 per cent, England followed with 1.9 per cent, then Scotland 
with 1.7 and Northern Ireland with 1.4. Figure 2 shows the distribution 
of people aged 85 and over in the UK. The oldest old as a percentage of 
the total population is quite different among the UK local authorities: it 
ranges from less than 1 per cent in some areas of London and Northern 
Ireland (Tower Hamlets, Derry, Limavady and Newham) to more than 
3 per cent in some areas of southern England (Torbay, East Sussex, 
Bournemouth). 
It is also interesting to observe the oldest old as a percentage of the old 
population (Table 6). This indicator combines the effects of past trends 
in elderly migration, of survival at very old ages and of the presence of 
institutions for elderly care. Among the ten Local Authorities (LA) with 
the lowest percentages of oldest old in the old population in England 
and Wales, four are in the North East and three in South Wales. Four 
LAs (Hartlepool, Halton, Middlesbrough and Merthyr Tydﬁ  l) with the 
lowest proportion of oldest old are also among the LAs with the lowest 
life expectancy at age 65 (less than 18 years for women).21 Among the 
ten LAs with the highest proportion of oldest old in the old population, 
four are in London and the others are in the South East region. Most of 
the areas in the South East were traditionally destinations for retirement 
migration in the last few decades, so consequently have a high proportion 
of oldest old now.22,23 Additionally some areas, for example Harrow and 
Barnet, are characterised by better survival at older ages (more than 20 
years for women).21
The proportion of oldest old in either the total population or amongst the 
old could be determined by the presence of communal establishments 
in the area considered. There is a large geographic variation in the 
proportion of oldest old in communal establishments. Urban areas 
usually have a very low proportion of oldest old living in communal 
establishments. The LAs with more than 30 per cent of the oldest old 
living in communal establishments are Hastings, Lichﬁ  eld, Harrogate and 
North Somerset. 
A further reason for the low proportion of oldest old in certain LAs, is 
the proportion of the population from ethnic minorities. Ethnic minority 
populations tend to have a younger population structure, this may be a 
consequence of the time of their arrival and also a reﬂ  ection of higher 
fertility. The proportion of oldest old from ethnic minorities is very 
low when compared with the whole population. While the oldest old Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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                 10 Lowest                     10 Highest 
LA Percentage  LA Percentage
   85+/65+    85+/65+
Hartlepool   9.0 Harrow  14.7
Tower Hamlets  9.2  Kingston upon Thames  15.2
Halton   9.3 West  Sussex    15.2
Stockton-on-Tees   9.4  Richmond upon Thames  15.3
Middlesbrough   9.4 Barnet  15.6
Caerphilly  9.7 East  Sussex    15.8
Thurrock   9.7 Southend-on-Sea    16.0
Torfaen  9.8  Brighton and Hove   16.1
Merthyr Tydﬁ  l  9.9 Torbay    16.4
Redcar and Cleveland   9.9 Bournemouth    17.0
Source: ONS 2003 Population estimates
Table 6 Ten Local Authorities with highest and lowest 
proportion of people aged 85 and over and 
people aged 65 and over, 2003
Great Britain
 (Thousands)      Percentage
   Single  Married  Widowed  Divorced  Total
1901
Men 20.8  6.7 26.4  66.8  0  100
Women 36.1  13.3 5.5  81.2  0 100
1971
Men 120.3 6.9 35.4  57.5 0.2  100
Women 342.1  16.7 7.0  76.2  0.2 100
2003
Men 306.5 6.5 45.1  46.5 1.8  100
Women  774.2  8.8 10.2  79.2 1.8  100
2003 65+
Men 3,942.2  7.2 70.4  16.7 5.7  100
Women 5,337.5  6.4 41.2  46.4 5.9  100
For 2003, ONS, GROS 2003 Population Estimates by marital status.
Source: for 1901, ONS 1991 Historical tables
Table 7 People aged 85 and over by sex and marital 
status (thousands and percentage), 1901 and 
2003
United Kingdom
           65+                             85+
 Men  Women  Men  Women
Living alone  22.5 46.4 42.1  70.5
In couple  71.2 41.5 46.4  10.6
Other  6.3 12.1 11.5  18.9
Source: 2001 Census
Table 8 Proportion of people aged 65 and 85 and over in 
households by living arrangements, 2001
represented 1.9 per cent of the whole population in 2001, they comprised 
only 0.3 per cent of the ethnic minority population. Only 13 thousand 
people aged 85 and over are from ethnic minorities, comprising only 1.1 
per cent of the oldest old in the United Kingdom. The progressive ageing 
of people from ethnic minorities will increase the proportion of non-
white oldest old in the future. Currently the proportion of people aged 65 
and over from ethnic minorities is 2.5 per cent of the total population, but 
this expected to increase.
Household or institution?
The oldest old experienced several important family and health 
transitions that have crucial consequences on their life arrangements 
in the last phase of their life. The tendency of women to marry men 
older than themselves and the imbalances in the sex ratio, due to sex 
differentials in mortality, result in a pronounced difference in the marital 
status of the oldest old. About half of all men aged 85 and over were 
married in 2003, compared with about one in ten women (Table 7). A 
large majority (79.2 per cent) of older women were widowed compared 
with only 46.5 per cent of men. As a result of increased longevity, the 
oldest old are more likely still to be married now than in the past. If 
we compare the marital distribution of the oldest old with results from 
the 1901 Census, only 26.4 per cent of men and 5.5 per cent of women 
were married and in 1971 Census the percentages were 35.4 and 7.0 
respectively. A comparison with the marital status distribution of people 
aged 65 and over, where 70.4 per cent of men and 41.2 per cent of 
women were married, shows very old people are less likely to have a 
spouse as a source of support.  
Marital status variations by sex are important in explaining the 
differences in living arrangements for older men and women. Since men 
are more likely to be married they are also more likely to live with their 
spouse in comparison with women. Among oldest old men more than 
46 per cent were living with their partner in 2001 and 42 per cent were 
living alone (Table 8). Conversely the majority of oldest old women were 
living alone and only 10.6 per cent of them lived with their partner. One 
man and almost two women in ten were living in other types of living 
arrangements, in particular with children or other relatives (e.g. siblings). 
The living arrangements of older people have attracted great interest 
among demographers and sociologists, as well as among policy makers, 
because of the implications for support of older people. As noted before, 
the living arrangements of the oldest old are mainly affected by their 
marital status, but there are other important factors that play a role in 
the decision of living independently, in other types of households or to 
move to a communal establishment. Precarious health status is a major 
factor for the oldest old especially in explaining institutionalisation. 
As noted in the section on health, the majority of the oldest old suffer 
from limiting long-standing illnesses. The family size, family structure 
(that is, number and sex composition of children), and proximity of kin 
affect the availability of informal carers. Unmarried and childless older 
people have often been found to have a higher probability of living in 
communal establishments, while older married people with offspring 
have been found to have higher probability of remaining in a private 
household.24,25 Financial well-being is also an important determinant of 
independent living, since wealthy older people are able to ‘buyʼ private 
care that allows them to live alone.26 Additionally, living arrangements 
are affected by the availability of social services for older people and 
by cultural attitudes (for example, on the value attributed to residential 
independence and on the attitudes towards communal establishments). It 
is mainly because of the latter that the proportion of oldest old resident 
in communal establishments varies considerably among different 
ethnic groups. Among white oldest old, 20 per cent reside in communal 
establishments compared with 13 per cent of the Black oldest old and 
only 8 per cent of the Asian group. 
When informal or formal carers are not able to meet their needs, or 
medical conditions can no longer be treated at home, an older person is 
likely to move to a care establishment. In 2001 more than 220 thousand 
people aged 85 and over were living in different types of communal 
establishments (mainly medical and care establishments) in the United 
Kingdom, representing 20.1 per cent of this age group. The proportion 
of the oldest old living in communal establishments was highest in 
Northern Ireland (24.2 per cent) and lowest in England and Wales (19.9 Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSION
The oldest old are the fastest growing age group in the UK population, 
but it is still not common in data reporting to include them as a separate 
age group. In this article several demographic characteristics of the 
oldest old population are shown that indicate how much this group 
varies from the population aged 65 and over, in terms of sex, marital 
status composition, living arrangements and health. This article shows 
the improvements in survival among the oldest old and the progressive 
reduction of the oldest old sex ratio that has occurred. The geographic 
distribution of the oldest old shows a higher proportion of oldest old 
in Southern England and in some Welsh areas, due to past internal 
migrations, to presence of care services for older people and better 
survival at older ages. 
The growing number of oldest old has important consequences for 
several policy issues. An important matter that older people face is 
whether they remain in the community or move to an institution, and 
this may depend on what housing and care arrangements are available 
to them. In terms of housing very old people have been found to be 
more likely to rely on the social sector compared with their younger 
counterparts. In 2003, 34 per cent of household reference persons 
aged 85 and over in Great Britain were renting from the social sector 
compared to 15 per cent of those aged 50–64. However, recent ﬁ  ndings 
show that the proportion of very old people who are social renters has 
been decreasing since 1981 when the proportion was around 40 per 
cent.28 However, this may well be due to changes in housing policy rather 
than changes in the preferences of the oldest old population.
In terms of care, policy makers and health professionals are aware 
of the implications of ageing and the issues around who is going to 
provide informal support to the increasing number of very old people. 
Recent demographic trends (such as the increase in the proportion of 
older divorced people and the decline in fertility) are associated with 
an increasing need for care facilities outside the family. However, 
the proportion of married old people is also increasing, reﬂ  ecting 
improvements in life expectancy, which have increased the probability 
that spouses will survive together to oldest ages.27 Additionally, while the 
number of children among future cohorts of young older people appears 
to be decreasing, the proportion of people aged 85 and over with at least 
one surviving child is rising, due to past trends in fertility and improved 
mortality.29
Key ﬁ  ndings
♦  The oldest old are the fastest growing age group in the UK  
 population 
♦  In 2003, among the oldest old there were 257 women for  
  every 100 men
♦  Three out of four oldest old suffer from limiting long- 
  standing illnesses, and one out of three perceive themselves   
  as being in poor health 
♦  The oldest old are distributed differently across the UK,  
  with a higher concentration in Southern England and a lower  
  concentration in urban areas and Northern Ireland
♦  Among those oldest old living in private households, four out  
  of ten very old men and seven out of ten very old women  
 live  alone
♦  One out of ﬁ  ve very old people live in communal    
 establishments
per cent). Between 1991 and 2001 the proportion of the oldest old living 
in communal establishments declined, from 15 to 12 per cent for men and 
from 26 to 23 per cent for women. The decline in the proportion of very 
old people living in communal establishments in this period, occurred 
in the UK as in several other developed countries. This decline could be 
partially due to the implementation of policies reafﬁ  rming the objective 
of helping older people to remain in their own homes for as long as 
possible.27 Such policies (as the 1990 Community Care Act in the UK) 
derived from concerns in the 1980s about the growing proportion of very 
old people living in institutions. 
The oldest old in communal establishments are older than those living 
in private households. In 2001, for men the mean age of those living 
in institutions was 89.5 years compared with 88.0 for those living in 
the community, and for women the mean ages were 90.4 and 88.4 
respectively. Women were more likely to live in an institutional setting, 
23 per cent of older women lived in communal settings compared with 
only 12 per cent of men. This difference reﬂ  ects that oldest old women 
are, on average older than the oldest old men.  It also reﬂ  ects that women 
are more likely to be widowed and so without a spouse to care for them. 
Figure 2 shows the marital distribution of men and women aged 85 and 
over in the total population and among the institutionalised population. 
Never married very old people are more likely to be found in communal 
establishments since they lack the two main sources of informal support 
(spouse and children). Conversely married people are less likely to move 
to an institution since their spouse can provide care. In 2001 44 per cent 
of the oldest old male population were married, but only 22 per cent 
of the male oldest old population in communal establishments were. 
Another important factor for the high presence of women in communal 
establishments is the higher level of disability reported by women than 
men at older ages as observed in Table 5.
Marital status composition for all people and 
those in communal establishments, aged 85 
and over, 2001 
Figure 3
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This article investigates the 
prevalence of unpaid caregiving 
by local authority district in 
England and Wales, using data 
from a new question on caregiving 
in the 2001 Census. We also 
examine geographic variation 
in the characteristics of unpaid 
care providers including health 
status, socio-economic status 
and ethnicity. Results show clear 
geographic variations in caregiving. 
The proportion of adults providing 
more than 20 hours of care per 
week ranged from less than 2 per 
cent to nearly 8 per cent. The 
highest proportions of caregivers 
were found in areas with higher 
than average levels of deprivation 
and long-term illness. Carers 
in such areas were themselves 
more likely to be in poor health. 
There are also clear variations in 
caregiving propensity by ethnic 
group. 
INTRODUCTION 
Demographic changes, notably increases in the size of the very old 
population, mean that the number and proportion of people in Britain 
needing assistance with everyday activities is projected to increase 
considerably in coming decades, even if optimistic assumptions about 
declines in rates of disability prove correct.1 Most of this help is provided 
by ‘informalʼ unpaid caregivers, predominantly close relatives.2 The 
need for statutory authorities to work with and support these caregivers is 
increasingly recognised as important. 
Since the 1990s there has been a growing policy focus on supporting 
the needs of informal care providers. As a result of the 1995 Carers 
(Recognition and Services) Act, councils with social service 
responsibilities (CSSRs) have an obligation, when requested by a 
carer, to assess the needs of those providing, or intending to provide, a 
substantial amount of unpaid care on a regular basis. They also have the 
power to provide services to meet these needs.3 Subsequent Acts in 2000 
and 2004 introduced further rights for carers.4,5 It is important therefore 
that information about the numbers and characteristics of caregivers are 
available to those providing support for carers, especially information 
about those providing substantial amounts of care. 
The inclusion in the 2001 Census of a question on unpaid caregiving 
(Box 1) means that for the ﬁ  rst time, it is possible to map the number of 
caregivers by area in the UK. Previous sources have not enabled detailed 
analyses for sub-regions or for population sub-groups, for example, 
minority ethnic groups.2
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This article presents an analysis of unpaid caregiving by geographic 
area in England and Wales. The analysis is restricted to England and 
Wales because one of our data sources, the Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics 
Longitudinal Study (ONS LS) only covers this area. We focus on those 
providing at least 20 hours of care per week, and use aggregate and 
individual level data from the 2001 Census to:
 
●  examine the geographic distribution of caregivers
●  explore associations between caregiving and indicators of need for 
care and availability of caregivers
●  examine geographic variations in the health status of caregivers
●  analyse associations between caregiver distribution, health status and 
both area and individual level indicators of socio-economic status
●  examine variations in caregiving by ethnicity. 
In the following sections, we brieﬂ  y review the evidence to date on 
associations between unpaid caregiving and health, deprivation and 
ethnicity. 
Deprivation, health and caregiving
Previous research has demonstrated socio-economic variations in the 
propensity to provide unpaid care. Hutton, using the British Household 
Panel Survey, found that 23 per cent of those about to start caregiving 
were in poverty compared with 15 per cent of non-carers.6 Those from 
less advantaged backgrounds, such as those from manual occupational 
groups or those married to someone from a manual group, are more 
likely to provide intensive care, especially to a spouse.7, 8, 9 Reasons for 
this association include the fact that higher levels of poor health and 
disability are found in manual groups, who consequently have a higher 
likelihood of needing care. Additionally, individuals of higher socio-
economic status may be more able to purchase and negotiate support 
from outside.9 However, being a caregiver may itself inﬂ  uence socio-
economic status. Caregiving has been shown to have negative ﬁ  nancial 
implications, resulting in decreased income, reduced likelihood of 
remaining in paid employment for long-term carers and less opportunity 
to contribute to pension schemes which in turn inﬂ  uences future ﬁ  nancial 
well-being.8,10-14 
There is evidence that unpaid caregiving is associated with poor health, 
and furthermore that caregiving can lead to deteriorating health, as 
demonstrated in UK- and USA-based longitudinal studies. This is 
especially the case for those providing more intensive care and those who 
have provided care for a longer duration.8,15,16 There is stronger evidence 
for the inﬂ  uence of caregiving on mental health than physical health, 
although some studies have cited an association between caregiving and 
speciﬁ  c health problems including back-pain and chronic illness.17, 18 
However, some studies have suggested a positive association between 
caregiving and good health, which is a reminder that some people derive 
satisfaction from assumption of a caregiving role.15, 19 A number of other 
factors have been found to modulate the association between caregiving 
and health, such as level of impairment of the cared for person and 
caregiver characteristics including availability of social ties and support.20 
If intensive caregivers are more likely to come from manual households, 
then it may be hypothesised that in addition to having relatives in poor 
health, the carers themselves are also more likely to be in poor health. 
In addition to being more likely to provide care, intensive care providers 
from manual households may experience deteriorating health as a result 
of caregiving, further compounding disadvantage and potentially leading 
to increased poverty levels. 
Ethnicity and caregiving
Most research on ethnicity and informal caregiving has been carried 
out in the USA.21, 22 UK research to date on informal caregiving and 
ethnicity is limited to sample surveys and to small scale studies.23, 24 
Hutton and Hirst, using the Family and Working Lives Survey conducted 
in 1995, found caregiving prevalence, controlled for age and sex, was 
highest among the Bangladeshi group, followed by the Indian, Pakistani, 
and Black Caribbean minority groups and then Whites.23 They argue 
that these differences are mainly associated with socio-economic and 
demographic differences between ethnic groups rather than cultural 
factors. Members of the Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Indian groups 
are, for example, more likely to live in intergenerational households 
and therefore to have higher rates of co-resident intergenerational 
care than the majority population,23 and women from Bangladeshi and 
Pakistani groups are also more likely to marry older spouses who are 
therefore more likely to need care.25 Higher levels of poverty and poorer 
living conditions for ethnic minority elders, especially those from the 
Bangladeshi and Pakistani communities, may result in poorer health and 
higher levels of need for care.26 
It has been difﬁ  cult to estimate the number of caregivers in different 
ethnic groups in England and Wales, especially at the regional and 
sub-regional level. Differences in caregiving propensity are likely to 
be associated with differing demographic proﬁ  les by ethnic group. 
All minority ethnic group populations, especially the Bangladeshi 
and Pakistani groups27 have younger age structures than the White 
population. As older people are more likely to need and to provide care, 
prevalence estimates may underestimate differences in propensity to care 
between ethnic groups unless they are age standardised. 
In this article we ﬁ  rstly examine geographic variations in the proportions 
of caregivers by local authority district (LA) in England and Wales. 
Secondly, we examine associations between the prevalence of informal 
caregiving and indicators of need, and thirdly analyse geographic 
variations in caregiver characteristics including ethnicity, health and 
deprivation. Our analysis has a focus on more intensive caregiving which 
is more likely to involve co-resident care. The General Household Survey 
(GHS) in 2000 showed that 75 per cent of informal carers providing care 
for 20 hours or more per week were providing co-resident care.2
METHODS, DEFINITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS
The major data source for this analysis is the 2001 Census accessed 
using CASWEB, a web interface allowing analysis of aggregate census 
data. For this research, data was downloaded from two Standard Table 
data sets at the local authority (LA) level (unitary authorities and 
districts). Additionally, we used a Census Table on informal caregiving 
and ethnicity at the Government Ofﬁ  ce Region (GOR) level, obtained 
directly from the Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics (ONS).
Box one
Caregiving question at 2001 Census 
“Do you look after, or give any help or support to family 
members, friends, neighbours or others because of long-term 
physical or mental ill-health or disability, or problems related to 
old age?” 
(Do not count anything you do as part of your paid employment)
• No
•  Yes, 1–19 hours a week
•  Yes, 20–49 hours a week
•  Yes, 50+ hours a weekPopulation Trends 120 Summer 2005
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Our other data source is the ONS Longitudinal Study (ONS LS). This 
study is based on a one per cent sample of the population of England and 
Wales. The sample is continuously updated and so remains nationally 
representative. It includes information on characteristics of those living 
with LS members as well as individual membersʼ census records from 
1971 to 2001, with linked events data. Use of the LS complements the 
macro-level analysis by geographic region using aggregate 2001 Census 
data from CASWEB. It enables us to do more complex individual-level 
analysis to shed further light on the ﬁ  ndings of the geographic analysis. 
LAs were classiﬁ  ed by level of deprivation using the Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (IMD). The IMD is a ward level index made up from 33 
indices in six domains including income, employment, health, education, 
housing and service access. These domains are combined to form a ward 
level index of multiple deprivation.28 We use a further aggregation for 
our analysis, a population weighted average of ward scores at the local 
authority level. 
In this study, we restrict analysis to unpaid caregiving, as deﬁ  ned in the 
2001 Census question (Box 1), and to more intensive caregiving, which, 
in line with other studies, we deﬁ  ned as providing care for 20 hours or 
more per week.29 In the remainder of the article, we refer to this group 
unless speciﬁ  ed otherwise. Analysis is also restricted to caregivers aged 
16 and over and to those living in private households. A preliminary 
description of census data on younger carers has been reported 
elsewhere.30 
The 2001 Census question on caregiving (Box 1) includes three levels of 
caregiving based on time spent providing care. We aggregated this into 
two categories: no caregiving or under 20 hours caregiving per week, 
and 20 or more hours per week. Choice of covariates was restricted to 
those available in caregiving-related census tables. Health status was 
measured using both health related census variables: presence or absence 
of limiting long-term illness, and self-rated general health status. We 
dichotomised the latter into a binary variable: good or fair health versus 
poor health. The deﬁ  nition of ethnicity is that used in the 2001 Census. 
Ethnic group was aggregated into the following ﬁ  ve categories: White, 
Indian, Bangladeshi and Pakistani, Black African, and Black Caribbean. 
Numbers in other ethnic groups were too small for separate analysis, and 
so were excluded. 
We ﬁ  rstly calculated the prevalence of unpaid caregiving by local 
authority district. We also calculated prevalence of limiting long term 
illness by LA, as a proxy for possible need for care. This is a poor proxy 
but is the closest estimation we were able to obtain using census data. 
The ratio of numbers of caregivers to numbers of the population with 
a limiting long term illness in each LA, in speciﬁ  ed age groups, was 
calculated to give a crude indicator of the balance between supply of 
caregivers and population need for care. 
We calculated prevalence of poor self-rated health among caregivers 
by local authority and then standardised these results by age, for men 
and women separately. To examine associations between different 
characteristics, we calculated correlation co-efﬁ  cients. Data on 
caregiving prevalence by ethnic group were standardised by age and sex 
(Box 2). The ethnic group analysis could only be done at the regional 
level as this was the smallest geographic unit available in the relevant 
table. Maps were produced using ArcGIS 9.0, a geographic information 
systems software. Boundary data for map production was obtained 
through EDINA UKBORDERS.
Additionally, we carried out logistic regression on data from the ONS 
LS to analyse the associations between individual characteristics and 
odds of being a caregiver (for 20 hours or more per week) in 2001. In 
this analysis, we use the same variables and categories as for analysis of 
census tables, except education and housing tenure are used as indicators 
of socio-economic status at the individual level, instead of the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation. We also include in the sample individuals from all 
ethnic groups. The question on educational qualiﬁ  cation was only asked 
of those aged 16–74, so we included a category ‘not applicableʼ which 
included those aged over 74. Housing tenure included four categories: 
owner occupier, private tenant, tenant of social housing (local authority 
or housing association) and others. 
RESULTS
Caregivers: Geographic distribution, need and 
availability
The proportion of the population of England and Wales providing 
informal care for 20 hours or more per week in each LA is shown in 
Figure 1. The range is 2.0 per cent to 7.7 per cent, with a mean of 3.9 
per cent. Areas with largest proportions of the population providing care 
include Conwy, Denbighshire, and the Isle of Anglesey in North Wales; 
most unitary authorities in South Wales; Merseyside; Durham; Tyne 
and Wear; and parts of Lincolnshire, South Yorkshire, and Derbyshire. 
Local Authorities with the highest prevalence of caregiving are Neath 
Port Talbot (7.7 per cent), Merthyr Tydﬁ  l (7.4 per cent) and Easington 
(7.4 per cent). In London, the boroughs with the highest caregiving 
prevalence are Barking and Dagenham (5.2 per cent), Newham (4.9 
per cent) and Tower Hamlets (4.7 per cent). These areas also feature 
prominently in analyses which have identiﬁ  ed areas of particular 
deprivation and poor health.31 The smallest proportions of the population 
providing informal care are in South East Cumbria, North Yorkshire, 
Northumberland, and the South East of England (other than London), 
although the proportion here is higher in coastal areas. 
Box two
Standardisation 
The aim of standardisation is to adjust results for the effects 
of confounding variables, in this case the age and sex structure 
of the relevant populations. It involves the calculation of the 
number of expected events which are compared to the number 
of observed events, to produce a standardised ratio. The number 
of expected events may be calculated in two ways. One involves 
the multiplication of age-sex stratiﬁ  ed population numbers of the 
separate comparison groups by a common set of suitably chosen 
‘standard’ rates. This is indirect standardisation, which we use in 
this study. 
We use age-speciﬁ  c rates for the whole of England and Wales 
as our standard. We use six age group stratiﬁ  cations: 16–34, 
35–49, 50–59, 60–64, 65–84, 85+. Expected events calculated 
are summed to produce a total number of expected events for 
a given population group. The corrected estimate is in the form 
of a standardised ratio, which is obtained by dividing the number 
of observed cases by expected cases for the study population. It 
is then possible to compare the standardised ratios of different 
population groups, for example, different ethnic groups, controlled 
for age. In standardisation by ethnicity in this study, for example, 
a ratio of over 1 implies a higher rate of caregiving for a particular 
ethnic group than the standard; a ratio of under 1 implies a lower 
rate of caregiving. Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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The proportion of caregivers in an area is likely to reﬂ  ect both the 
proportion of the population needing care, and the availability of 
individuals to provide care. First of all, we use the proportion of the 
population in each LA with a limiting long-term illness (LLTI) as a crude 
indicator of need for care, although of course only a minority of those 
with an LLTI will actually need care. A similar approach was used by 
Dorling et al.32 who reported a positive association between indicators 
of poor health in local populations and proportion of caregivers. 
Unsurprisingly, a comparison of Figure 1 with a map of proportion of the 
population with an LLTI suggests that areas with higher proportions of 
caregivers also have higher proportions of the population with an LLTI 
(map not shown). There is a strong positive correlation between these 
factors (correlation co-efﬁ  cient r=0.915). 
Next, we assess the availability of carers for a given level of need for 
care by LA. We take the ratio of the proportion of each LA population 
providing care to the proportion with an LLTI. We limit this analysis to 
caregivers aged 50-59 and those with an LLTI aged 80 years and over, 
which is an elaborated version of the parent support ratio.33 We therefore 
make the assumption that we are measuring intergenerational care for 
parents or other older relatives. This ratio (although not necessarily of the 
correct magnitude due to the fact that not all individuals with an LLTI 
need care) gives an indication of differences in availability of carers for 
a given level of need in each area. Figure 2, showing this ratio by LA, 
indicates a striking similarity in pattern to Figure 1. It indicates that, 
as might be expected there are more carers aged 50–59 per individual 
aged 80+ with an LLTI where prevalence of caregiving is higher. In 
Merthyr Tydﬁ  l and Neath Port Talbot in South Wales, for example, 
there are approximately three times as many carers aged 50–59 per 
individual with an LLTI aged 80+ than in Westminster or Hammersmith. 
Areas with lower numbers of carers per older individual with an LLTI 
are concentrated in the South East of England. This analysis was also 
carried out for the ratio of caregivers of all ages to all individuals with an 
LLTI, and showed a similar pattern of results, but a smaller magnitude 
of difference – the largest ratio was only twice as high as the lowest, 
compared to three times in this analysis.
Figure 1 Proportion of the population aged 16 and over providing care for 20 hours or more per week by local authority 
in England and Wales, 2001
5.31% to 7.70%
4.38% to 5.30%
3.68% to 4.37%
3.02% to 3.67%
1.99% to 3.01%
Percentage
London
Sources: 2001 Census Ofﬁ  ce for National StatisticsPopulation Trends 120 Summer 2005
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Carer characteristics
Health of caregivers
The proportion of informal caregivers with poor self-rated health by LA 
ranges from 11.2 per cent to 25.0 per cent with a mean of 17.6 per cent. 
Male carers are more likely to report poor self-rated health than females 
(on average, 19.6 per cent compared with 16.4 per cent of female carers). 
One-ﬁ  fth to a quarter of carers have poor self-rated health in South 
Wales, Tyne and Wear, parts of Durham, and around Manchester, Leeds 
and Shefﬁ  eld (map not shown). 
The variation in proportion of the population with poor self-rated health 
may reﬂ  ect differing age proﬁ  les in different areas because those in 
older age groups are more likely to be in poor health. For example, 
in the South of England, carers in coastal areas tend to include higher 
proportions with poor self-rated health than in other parts of the South 
of England. Such areas include popular retirement destinations and have 
older age structures, so in order to exclude this age effect, we standardise 
our results by age. 
Figure 3 shows the age standardised ratios of poor self-rated health 
among female carers in each LA, compared with the average (of 1.00) for 
England and Wales. Ratios are higher in South Wales, West and South 
Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Greater Manchester and Merseyside, reﬂ  ecting 
the fact that there are larger proportions of carers with poor self-rated 
health in these areas. In London (and the South of England) the highest 
ratios are in Hammersmith and Fulham, Haringey, Islington, Hackney, 
Tower Hamlets and Newham. Lowest ratios, reﬂ  ecting lower rates of 
poor health among carers after allowance for age structure differences, 
are found in the South and East of England. Despite standardisation for 
age, there still appear to be higher rates of poor health among carers 
in coastal areas and towns of South England, in Kent, Cornwall and 
Brighton, Portsmouth, Poole and Bournemouth. The same data for men is 
not shown, but the pattern is similar.
 
Health, Deprivation and Informal Caregiving
We use the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) for 2000 as an indicator 
of area level deprivation in England and Wales. A comparison of Figure 
1 with maps showing both prevalence of poor health among caregivers 
(Figure 3) and the deprivation score by LA (not shown) indicate that 
LAs with larger proportions of carers in the population are more likely to 
have higher levels of deprivation and higher proportions of carers in poor 
health (correlation co-efﬁ  cients r=0.698 and r=0.614 respectively). Local 
authority populations with larger proportions of caregivers are therefore 
more likely to be deprived, and to have populations with higher rates of 
poor self-rated health. 
We now examine variation in caregiving by ethnic group. 
Figure 2 Ratio of caregivers aged 50–59* to people aged 80 and over with a limiting long-term illness by local authority 
in England and Wales, 2001
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Ethnicity
Numbers of Caregivers
There were approximately 130,000 caregivers (7.8  per cent of all 
carers) from ethnic minority groups in England and Wales in April 
2001 providing care for 20 or more hours per week. This proportion is 
slightly lower than the proportion of the population from ethnic minority 
groups (8.7 per cent). However, there were quite large variations between 
minority ethnic groups in prevalence of caregiving and, as discussed 
in a later section, minority ethnic groups have much younger age 
structures than the population as a whole. Of ethnic minority caregivers, 
nearly half lived in London, 15 per cent lived in the West Midlands and 
approximately 9 per cent each lived in the North West and Yorkshire and 
the Humber. In London 30.3 per cent of caregivers (57,090 individuals) 
were from minority ethnic groups. 8.4 per cent were Indian, 6.4 per 
cent were Bangladeshi and Pakistani and over 4 per cent each were 
Black African and Black Caribbean. In the West Midlands, 10.6 per 
cent (19,366 caregivers) were from minority ethnic groups. There were 
many fewer ethnic minority caregivers in the North East, South West and 
Wales, where over 98 per cent of caregivers were White. 
The Appendix table shows the prevalence of caregiving by ethnic group 
and sex, and also the number of caregivers in each ethnic group and 
Figure 3 Age standardised ratios of proportion of female caregivers* with poor self-rated health by local authority in 
England and Wales, 2001
region. On average, both male and female Bangladeshi and Pakistanis 
are more likely to provide care than those from other ethnic groups. 
However, an examination of the ratio of numbers of female to male 
care providers by ethnic group and GOR indicate that Pakistani and 
Bangladeshis have the highest ratio of female to male care providers. 
While in most ethnic groups, females are 40 per cent more likely to 
provide care, among Bangladeshi and Pakistanis women are twice 
as likely as men to be caregivers. This may be related to spousal age 
differences and differences in gender roles. 
Prevalence of Caregiving by Ethnicity
The proportion of the population providing unpaid care by ethnic group 
and Government Ofﬁ  ce Region (GOR) at the 2001 Census is shown in 
Figure 4. This ranged from a low of 2.3 per cent of the Black African 
population providing care (for 20 or more hours per week) in the East 
of England to 6.8 per cent of the Bangladeshi population providing care 
in Yorkshire and the Humber. In all GORs, the prevalence of caregiving 
was highest in the Bangladeshi and Pakistani population. There were 
regional differences in prevalence of caregiving by ethnic group. For 
example, in Wales and in the North East, Whites are nearly as likely to 
provide care as Bangladeshi and Pakistanis, but much less so in other 
areas. 
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Prevalence of caregiving standardised by age and sex
The above results do not take account of differing age structures by 
ethnic group. Table 1 shows age and sex standardised ratios of observed 
numbers of carers to those expected given a standard rate of caregiving, 
in this case the average for England and Wales (Box 2). Once age and 
sex are controlled for, differences in caregiving propensity between 
ethnic groups become clearer and more consistent over the GORs. In all 
regions of England and Wales, those from Bangladeshi and Pakistani 
ethnic groups are far more likely than those from any other ethnic groups 
to provide 20 or more hours of care per week. The Indian ethnic group 
has the second highest standardised ratio of care provision, followed by 
Whites. 
Multivariate analysis 
In order to investigate these associations further, we used micro-level 
data from the ONS LS. Table 2 shows the numbers of caregivers and 
prevalence of caregiving by socio-demographic, health, socio-economic 
and geographic characteristics in the ONS LS sample. Table 3 presents 
results from logistic regression analysis showing odds of being a 
caregiver by these characteristics. Differences between regions persist 
after control for other factors, including indicators of socio-economic 
status. Individuals are most likely to provide care in Wales, where the 
Odds Ratio (OR) of caregiving is 1.36 (95 per cent Conﬁ  dence Interval 
(CI) 1.27–1.47), compared with Yorkshire and the Humber. The latter 
region was chosen as the comparison area because the likelihood of 
caregiving here is closest to the national average. Care provision is least 
likely in the South East (OR 0.74, CI 0.69–0.79). 
Caregiving appears to be associated with poor health independently 
of socio-economic status, and associated with socio-economic status 
independently of health status (Table 3). When indicators of socio-
economic status are included in the model, those in poor health have 34 
per cent higher odds of being a caregiver than those in good or fair health 
(CI 1.28–1.39). Controlling for all other factors including health, the 
odds of caregiving among those living in social rental accommodation 
compared with owner occupiers is 1.67 (CI 1.60–1.73). Lower levels 
of education are also associated with increased likelihood of being a 
caregiver.
Regression analysis conﬁ  rms the higher likelihood of caregiving by 
Pakistanis and Bangladeshis compared to the majority white population 
(OR 1.97, CI 1.80–2.15). The Indian population also have 57 per cent 
higher odds of being a caregiver than Whites (CI 1.43–1.72), while 
Black Caribbean, Black African and ‘Mixedʼ ethnic groups do not have 
signiﬁ  cantly different odds of caregiving to Whites. 
Figure 4 Proportion of the population providing care* by ethnic group and region of England and Wales, 2001
Sources: 2001 Census Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics * Population aged 16 and over providing informal care for 20 hours or more per week
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Variable  Categories                                 Adults providing 20+ hours of 
                                     care per week
    Percentage of population  Number
Age group  16–29  1.34  1,136
 30–44  3.42  4,052
 45–64  5.64  7,346
 65+  5.62  4,746
    
Sex Male  3.41  6,808
 Female  4.80  10,472
    
Self-rated   Good/fair  3.75  13,900
health Poor  7.21  3,380
    
Ethnic group  White  4.06  15,609
 Indian  5.30  520
  Pakistani & Bangladeshi  6.95  564
 Black  Caribbean  3.86  147
  Black African & Black Other  3.57  124
 Mixed  3.04  99
  Chinese & other  4.02  217
    
Region North  East  5.25  1,067
 North  West  4.99  2,675
  Yorkshire and the Humber  4.44  1,806
 East  Midlands  4.00  1,366
 West  Midlands  4.58  1,984
 East  England  3.55  1,546
 London  3.70  2,011
 South  East  3.02  1,948
 South  West  3.81  1,535
 Wales  5.82  1,342
    
Education None  6.38  7,245
  GCSE or equivalent  3.15  4,328
  A level/degree or equivalent  2.32  2,367
 Other*  5.35  1,447
 Not  applicable†  4.99  1,893
    
Housing tenure  Owner occupier  3.75  11,648
 Social  tenant  6.68  4,440
 Private  tenant  2.53  735
 Other‡  3.97  457
    
*  Includes other qualiﬁ  cations including City and Guilds and other professional qualiﬁ  cations, and ‘level unknown’.
†  This category applies to people aged 75 and over who were not asked this question in the census. 
‡  Includes those living rent free, and where landlord is an employer of household member, a relative or friend or ‘other’.
Source: Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics Longitudinal Study, ONS. Authors’ analysis.
Table 2  Number and proportion of caregivers aged 16 and over providing unpaid care for 20 or more hours per week by 
socio-demographic, socio-economic, health and geographic indicators in England and Wales, 2001
Government Ofﬁ  ce Region                                      Ethnic Group
  White  Indian  Bangladeshi and   Black   Black   Average for   
     Pakistani Caribbean African  region†
North  East  1.29  1.01 1.98 0.81 0.94  1.29
North  West  1.16  1.62 2.17 0.85 1.17  1.19
Yorkshire and the Humber  1.07  1.39  2.30  0.80  1.00  1.12
East  Midlands  0.99  1.54 2.13 0.83 1.07  1.02
West  Midlands  1.07  1.47 2.21 0.91 0.89  1.13
East    0.83  1.06 1.89 0.68 0.74  0.84
London  0.82  1.30 2.06 0.73 0.97  0.95
South  East  0.75  1.02 1.64 0.60 0.86  0.77
South  West  0.89  1.06 1.73 0.84 1.25  0.89
Wales  1.40  1.20 1.97 1.09 1.32  1.40
Average for ethnic group†  1.02  1.36 2.11 0.77 0.98  1.05
Number of caregivers  1,513,103  36,914  39,323  13,565  10,073  1,612,978
        
*  compared to the value for all groups combined for the whole of England and Wales.
†  Averages are weighted according to size of population in each ethnic group / region.
Source: Census table M260, Census Programme, ONS. Authors’ analysis.
Table 1 Age and sex standardised ratio* of proportion of the population aged 16 and over providing unpaid care for 20 or 
more hours per week by ethnic group in each region of England and Wales, 2001Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
In this analysis our variable choice was limited by questions asked in the 
2001 Census. We were unable to distinguish between different types of 
caregiving, although a focus on care of 20 or more hours per week meant 
that the majority of carers in our study would have been co-resident with 
the cared-for person.2
Informal caregiving, deprivation and health: regional 
differences
The highest prevalence rates of informal caregiving were found in most 
unitary authorities of South and North Wales, Merseyside, Durham, Tyne 
and Wear, and parts of Lincolnshire, South Yorkshire and Derbyshire. In 
London, areas of higher caregiving prevalence included Tower Hamlets, 
Newham, and Barking and Dagenham. These areas have both higher 
prevalence of limiting long-term illness and higher ratios of caregivers to 
people 80+ with an LLTI. Caregivers in these areas are more likely to be 
in poor health and the areas are more deprived. 
Results from the carersʼ module of the 2000 GHS on variations by 
Government Ofﬁ  ce Region show a fairly similar regional pattern.2 
Differences between our results and those reported from the GHS may 
be explained by the fact that our analysis is restricted to caregivers 
providing care for 20+ hours. Regional variations in caregiving were not 
as evident for less intensive care provision of 1–19 hours per week.31  
Although sex, age, health, ethnicity and socio-economic status are all 
associated with caregiving, our regression model indicates that even 
after control for these factors, regional differences in caregiving remain. 
The Welsh population have by far the highest odds of caregiving, and in 
England the odds are highest in the North East and North West and lowest 
in the South East. Differences may represent residual factors that we 
were unable to measure in this study, for example residual health related 
factors. Since the 1991 Census, the prevalence of self-reported illness 
has increased in all areas of the UK, but much more so in the North and 
Wales than the South East which suggests a greater need for caregivers in 
these regions.31 Why rates of caregiving appear to be so high in Wales is a 
subject for further investigation. Other studies indicate that there is more 
intergenerational co-residence in Wales34 which perhaps suggests greater 
willingness or ability to assume a caregiving role. 
This analysis found a strong correlation between area level deprivation 
and likelihood of unpaid care provision at a population level. A limitation 
Variable  Categories  Odds Ratio  P value  95 percent Conﬁ  dence Interval
Age group  16–29  0.26  <0.001  0.24–0.28
 30–44  0.66  <0.001  0.63–0.69
 45–64  1.00
 65+  0.97  0.155  0.92–1.01
Sex Male  1.00
 Female  1.40  <0.001  1.36–1.45
Self rated   Good/fair  1.00
health Poor  1.34  <0.001  1.28–1.39
Ethnic group  White  1.00
 Indian  1.57  <0.001  1.43–1.72
  Pakistani & Bangladeshi  1.97  <0.001  1.80–2.15
 Black  Caribbean  0.93  0.412  0.79–1.10
  Black African & Black Other  1.11  0.262  0.92–1.34
 Mixed  1.06  0.594  0.86–1.30
  Chinese & other  1.30  <0.001  1.13–1.50
Region North  East  1.14  0.001  1.06–1.24
 North  West  1.14  <0.001  1.07–1.21
  Yorkshire and the Humber  1.00
 East  Midlands  0.92  0.020  0.85–0.99
 West  Midlands  1.02  0.649  0.95–1.08
 East  England  0.84  <0.001  0.78–0.90
 London  0.84  <0.001  0.78–0.90
 South  East  0.74  <0.001  0.69–0.79
 South  West  0.92  0.023  0.86–0.99
 Wales  1.36  <0.001  1.27–1.47
Education None  1.33  <0.001  1.28–1.39
  GCSE or equivalent  1.00
  A level/degree or equivalent  0.73  <0.001  0.69–0.77
 Other*  1.31  <0.001  1.23–1.40
 Not  applicable† 0.89  0.001  0.83–0.96
Housing   Owner occupier  1.00
 tenure  Social tenant  1.67  <0.001  1.60–1.73
 Private  tenant  0.96  0.286  0.89–1.04
 Other‡ 1.12  0.020  1.02–1.24
* Includes other qualiﬁ  cations including City and Guilds and other professional qualiﬁ  cations, and ‘level unknown’.
† This category applies to people aged 75 and over who were not asked this question in the census. 
‡ Includes those living rent free, and where landlord is an employer of household member, a relative or friend or ‘other’.
Source: Ofﬁ  ce for National Statistics Longitudinal Study, ONS; Authors’ analysis.
Table 3 Results from logistic regression model of proportion of the population aged 16 and over providing care for 20 or 
more hours per week by age, sex, health status, ethnic group, region, education and housing tenure in England 
and Wales, 2001Population Trends 120 Summer 2005
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of using this index is that it includes ﬁ  ve health and disability indicators. 
There are 27 other unrelated indicators including a measure of social 
capital and service availability in the index, however, correlation may be 
a result of these health indicators. Another limitation of the geographic 
analysis is that we cannot assume that those who are disadvantaged are 
the individuals who provide care. Use of individual data from the ONS 
LS conﬁ  rmed the ﬁ  ndings of our geographic analyses. We found a clear 
association between disadvantage and caregiving using individual level 
indicators of socio-economic status after control for other variables 
including health, age, and ethnicity.
Poor caregiver health is likely to reﬂ  ect the health of the general 
population in an area, and so our ﬁ  nding of carers being in poorer health 
in areas with a higher demand for caregiving is unsurprising, as indicated 
by our proxy measures. There is ample evidence of the association 
between poor health and deprivation. Poor health of caregivers may 
therefore in part be explained by deprivation of the population, but 
our regression model also indicates that poor health is independently 
associated with care provision, after control for socio-economic factors. 
Another potential reason for poor health among caregivers is a positive 
correlation in health status of cohabitees, especially spouses, due to a 
shared environment, lifestyle behaviours and responses to ill health35, 36 
and the clustering of poor health within households.37
In addition to the possibility that caregiving has a negative impact on 
health, it is possible that those in poorer health may be more likely to 
be unemployed or out of the labour force and therefore more likely 
to take on a caring role. In more deprived areas, larger proportions of 
the population may be unemployed or out of the labour force and so 
available to provide care; moreover they may not be able to afford to 
purchase care for relatives. The Labour Force Survey indicates that in 
2002, the highest rates of unemployment in Great Britain were in the 
North East, London and Scotland and then Wales. In the North East, the 
unemployment rate was 25 per cent higher among the 50–65 year age 
group than for the 35–49 year age group. This difference was smaller 
in other regions or was reversed.38, 39 This may be associated with older 
age groups being more likely to be unemployed in areas affected by the 
decline of heavy industry, for example, shipbuilding in the North East.
Ethnicity and caregiving 
Regression analysis indicates that even after control for age, sex 
and socio-economic variables, strong differences by ethnic group in 
propensity to provide care remained. Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Indian 
ethnic groups were signiﬁ  cantly more likely to provide care than the 
majority White ethnic group, more so once age structure differences were 
accounted for. Black ethnic groups did not have signiﬁ  cantly different 
likelihood of care provision to the White group. These results are similar 
to those reported by Hutton and Hirst.23 
Ethnic group differences in prevalence of caregiving may be related to 
factors such as household and family composition, marriage patterns, 
cultural factors, differing histories of migration to the UK, or socio-
economic factors not controlled for in this analysis, for example 
proportions in employment. Ethnic minority unemployment rates are 
higher than that of the White population, especially among Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis. Data from the Labour Force Survey estimates that in 
2001/02, unemployment among Bangladeshi men was four times that of 
White British men, and for women, six times higher. Bangladeshis were 
also much more likely to be economically inactive, two-ﬁ  fths of whom 
were long-term sick or disabled.40 
Our ﬁ  ndings show a correlation between increasing disadvantage and 
higher rates of provision of at least 20 hours of care per week at both 
macro- and micro-levels of analysis. Heavily involved carers, whether 
deprived or not, are more likely to live in areas with higher than average 
levels of deprivation. This perhaps is to be expected, given that links 
between deprivation and poor health – and so need for care – are well 
established. 
The variations in health status and deprivation of caregivers and need for 
care indicate that different councils with social service responsibilities 
will experience differing demand for support for informal caregivers. 
Services in South Wales, for example, may have more demand from a 
more deprived population of caregivers who are also in poor health than 
in the South East of England. Variations in the proportions of caregivers 
from minority ethnic groups may also have implications for the types 
of support services needed. This raises the question of whether councils 
with social service responsibilities, especially in more deprived areas 
have the capacity and resources to assess carers needs and provide 
support to them,41, 42 and suggests that prevalence of caregiving should be 
a factor included in assessments of deprivation.
Key ﬁ  ndings 
●  There are clear geographic variations in the proportion of 
the population providing informal care for 20 hours or more 
per week. Once other factors are controlled for, likelihood 
of caregiving is highest in Wales and the North of England, 
and lowest in the South East of England. 
●  Local authorities with highest proportions of the population 
providing intensive unpaid care include Neath Port Talbot, 
Merthyr Tydﬁ  l, Easington, and in London, Barking and 
Dagenham, Newham and Tower Hamlets.
●  Poor health and deprivation – both at area and individual 
level – are independently associated with increased 
propensity to provide care. 
●  There are clear ethnic differences in propensity to provide 
intensive unpaid care with some geographic variation. 
Bangladeshis and Pakistanis are more likely to provide care 
than those from other ethnic groups once age and sex are 
controlled for. They are twice as likely to provide care than 
the White ethnic group, after control for other factors 
including socio-economic status. 
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APPENDIX TABLE
                  White                    Indian              Bangladeshi and Pakistani            Black Caribbean                Black African    Average *
  Prevalence (%)  Number  Prevalence (%)  Number  Prevalence (%)  Number  Prevalence (%)  Number  Prevalence (%)  Number
Men
North East  4.35 40,268 2.75 110  4.01 258  2.84 13  2.57 29  4.34
North West  4.02 95,599 4.35 1,110 4.17 1,844  3.28 277  2.74 165  4.02
Yorkshire and 
 the  Humber  3.65 64,101 3.64 686  4.19 2,026  2.87 250  2.60 92  3.66
East Midlands  3.39 50,658 4.68 2,034 4.31 480  2.91 304  1.96 68  3.43
West Midlands  3.66 65,415 4.15 2,710 4.08 2,336  3.00 907  2.24 96  3.68
East  2.80 54,950 3.21 625  3.67 689  2.38 251  1.71 103  2.81
London  2.56 51,388 3.71 6,194 4.27 4,192  2.36 2,650  2.44 2,816  2.69
South East  2.52 72,394 2.99 1,009 3.17 777  1.93 209  2.30 203  2.52
South West  3.07 56,193 3.01 191  3.53 146  2.87 145  3.54 77  3.07
Wales  4.89 52,207 3.40 106  4.46 196  3.46 42  3.08 39  4.89
Average* / total  3.34 603,173  3.82 14,775  4.08 12,944  2.55 5,048  2.43 3,688  3.34
Women 
North East  6.12 61,962 4.18 150  7.92 491  3.06 9  3.36 26  6.12
North West  5.40 140,920  6.42 1,630 8.71 3,856  3.82 314  4.96 258  5.46
Yorkshire and 
 the  Humber  5.04 96,049 5.55 1,045 9.24 4,599  3.81 331  3.44 113  5.14
East Midlands  4.73 74,813 6.30 2,936 8.54 948  3.93 427  4.46 137  4.79
West Midlands  5.10 97,558 5.98 4,050 8.84 5,119  4.31 1,467  3.19 134  5.21
East  3.98 83,055 4.35 853  7.54 1,323  3.02 317  2.89 169  4.01
London  3.70 80,222 5.54 9,640 8.19 7,856  3.33 5,074  3.73 5,138  3.95
South East  3.62 112,015  4.23 1441 6.80 1,591  2.83 316  2.95 248  3.64
South West  4.36 86,250 4.15 250  7.08 261  4.08 204  4.32 88  4.36
Wales  6.61 77,086 4.77 144  7.69 335  5.77 58  6.25 74  6.60
Average*/ total  4.66 909,930  5.55 22,139  8.40 26,379  3.52 8,517  3.72 6,385  4.71
All 
North East  5.28 102,230  3.43 260  5.93 749  2.93 22  2.89 55  5.27
North West  4.74 236,519  5.39 2,740 6.44 5,700  3.55 591  3.77 423  4.77
Yorkshire and 
 the  Humber  4.37 160,150  4.60 1,731 6.75 6,625  3.34 581  3.01 205  4.43
East Midlands  4.08 125,471  5.52 4,970 6.42 1,428  3.43 731  3.14 205  4.13
West Midlands  4.40 162,973  5.08 6,760 6.47 7,455  3.69 2,374  2.71 230  4.47
East  3.41 138,005  3.78 1,478 5.54 2,012  2.70 568  2.29 272  3.43
London  3.15 131,610  4.65 15,834  6.21 12,048  2.92 7,724  3.14 7,954  3.35
South East  3.09 184,409  3.62 2,450 4.94 2,368  2.39 525  2.62 451  3.10
South West  3.74 142,443  3.57 441  5.20 407  3.48 349  3.92 165  3.74
Wales  5.79 129,293  4.08 250  6.07 531  4.51 100  4.61 113  5.78
Average* / total  4.02 1,513,103  4.70 36,914  6.23 39,323  3.08 13,565 3.11 10,073  4.05
       
* Averages are weighted according to population size. 
Source: Census table M260, Census Programme, ONS. authors’ analysis.
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Table 1.1 Population and vital rates: international
Selected countries                                                                                                                                                                                            Numbers (thousands)/Rates per thousand
Population (thousands)
1971  55,928             7,501            9,673                 ..             9,810           4,963            1,369            4,612           51,251          78,313           8,831          10,370          2,992
1976  56,216             7,566            9,818             498              10,094           5,073            1,435            4,726           52,909          78,337           9,167          10,590          3,238
1981  56,357             7,569            9,859             515              10,293           5,121            1,482            4,800           54,182          78,408           9,729          10,712          3,443
1986  56,684             7,588            9,862             545              10,340           5,120            1,534            4,918           55,547          77,720           9,967          10,631          3,543
1991  57,439             7,813            9,979             587         10,309           5,154            1,566            5,014           57,055          79,984         10,247          10,346          3,526
1996 58,164  10                  7,953          10,143             656          10,321          5,251           1,425           5,117           57,936          81,817         10,674          10,321          3,620
1997 58,314  10                  7,965          10,170             666          10,309          5,275           1,406           5,132           58,116          82,012         10,745          10,301          3,652
1998 58,475  10                  7,971          10,192             675          10,299          5,295           1,393           5,147           58,299          82,057         10,808          10,280          3,694
1999 58,684  10                  7,983          10,214             683          10,289          5,314           1,379           5,160           58,497          82,037         10,861          10,253          3,735
2000 58,886  10                  8,002          10,239             690          10,278          5,330           1,372           5,171           58,749          82,164         10,904          10,222          3,777
2001 59,113  10                  8,021          10,263             698          10,267          5,349           1,367                 5,181           59,042          82,260         10,931               10,200          3,826 
2002 59,322  10                  8,039          10,310                     706          10,206               5,368                 1,361           5,195           59,342          82,440         10,988          10,175               3,900 
2003  59,554            8,067          10.356             715          10,203          5,384           1,356           5,206           59,630 P              82,537         11,018          10,142          3,964
Population changes (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–76  1.0                1.7                3.0                 ..                 5.8               4.4                9.6                4.9                6.5                0.1              7.6               4.2            16.4
1976–81  0.5                0.1                0.8              6.8                 3.9               1.9                6.6                3.1                4.8                0.2            12.3               2.3            12.7
1981–86  1.2                0.5                0.1            11.7                 0.9               0.0                7.0                4.9                5.0              –1.8              4.9             –1.5              5.8
1986–91  2.6                5.9                2.4            15.4               –0.6               1.3                4.2                3.9                5.4                5.8              5.6             –5.4            –1.0
1991–96 2.5  10                        3.6                3.3            23.5                 0.1               3.8            –12.4                3.8                3.1                4.6              8.3             –3.0              4.3
1997–98 2.8  10                        0.8              3.2           13.5             –1.0             3.8            –9.2               2.9                3.1                0.5              5.9             –2.0          11.5
1998–99 3.6  10                        1.5              1.2           11.9              –1.0             3.6          –10.1               2.5                3.4              –0.2              4.9             –2.6          11.1
1999–2000 3.4  10                        2.4              1.3           10.2             –1.1             3.0            –5.1               2.1                4.3                1.5              4.0             –3.0          11.2
2000–01 3.9  10                        2.4               2.3           11.6              –1.1             3.6            –3.6               1.9                5.0               1.2              2.5           –2.2          13.0 
2001–02 3.5  10                        2.2               4.6           11.5              –5.9             3.6            –4.4               2.7                5.1               2.2             5.2           –2.5          19.3 
2002–03 3.9  10                        3.5               4.5           12.7              –0.3             3.0            –3.7               2.1                4.9  P             1.2             2.7           –3.2          16.4
Live birth rate (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–75  14.1               13.3              13.4            17.7               17.8             14.6              15.4              13.1              16.0              10.5            15.8             16.1            22.2
1976–80  12.5               11.5              12.5            19.0               17.1             12.0              15.0              13.6              14.1              10.5            15.6             15.8            21.3
1981–85  12.9               12.0              12.0            20.2               13.5             10.2              15.6              13.4              14.2              10.7            13.3             12.3            19.2
1986–90  13.7               11.6              12.1            18.8               12.7             11.5              15.5              12.7              13.8                9.8            10.6             11.8            15.8
1991–95  13.2               11.8              12.0            16.9               11.1             13.1              10.7              12.9              12.7              10.9              9.9             11.7            14.0
1996  12.6               11.0              11.5            14.5                 8.8             12.9                9.0              11.8              12.6                9.7              9.6             10.3            13.9
1997  12.5               10.4              11.4            13.9                 8.8             12.8                8.7              11.5              12.4                9.9              9.7               9.9            14.4
1998  12.3               10.1              11.2            13.1                 8.8             12.5                8.4              11.1              12.6                9.7              9.6               9.6            14.5
1999  11.9                9.7              11.1            12.4                 8.7             12.4                8.7              11.1              12.6                9.4            11.0               9.4            14.2
2000  11.5                9.7              11.2            12.2                 8.8             12.6                9.6              11.0              13.2                9.3            11.7               9.7            14.3
2001 11.3                         9.3            11.1           11.6               8.9           12.2              9.3             10.8              13.1                9.0            10.2               9.7          15.1
2002 11.3                         9.7                 ..           11.1               9.1                ..              9.6             10.7                   ..                   ..                 ..               9.5          15.5
2003 11.7                         9.4                 ..                ..               9.2                ..                 ..             10.9                   ..                   ..                 ..                  ..          15.7
2004  12.1  11P                 ..                  ..                 ..                    ..                 ..                  ..                  ..                  ..                   ..                 ..                  ..                 ..
Death rate (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–75  11.8               12.6              12.1              9.9               12.4             10.1              11.1                9.5              10.7              12.3              8.6             11.9            11.0
1976–80  11.9               12.3              11.6            10.4               12.5             10.5              12.1                9.3              10.2              12.2              8.8             12.9            10.2
1981–85  11.7               12.0              11.4            10.0               12.8             11.1              12.3                9.3              10.1              12.0              9.0             13.7              9.4
1986–90  11.4               11.1              10.8            10.2               12.4             11.5              11.9                9.8                9.5              11.6              9.3             13.5              9.1
1991–95  11.1               10.4              10.4              9.0               11.6             11.9              13.9                9.8                9.1              10.8              9.5             14.3              8.8
1996  10.9               10.0              10.3              8.5               10.9             11.6              12.9                9.6                9.2              10.8              9.6             14.0              8.7
1997  10.8                9.8              10.2              8.8               10.9             11.3              12.7                9.6                9.0              10.5              9.5             13.7              8.6
1998  10.8                9.7              10.3              8.0               10.6             11.0              13.4                9.6                9.2              10.4              9.8             13.9              8.5
1999  10.8                9.7              10.3              7.4               10.7             11.1              12.8                9.5                9.2              10.4              9.9             14.2              8.5
2000  10.3                9.5              10.2              7.7               10.6             10.9              13.4                9.5                9.1              10.2            10.5             13.5              8.2
2001 10.2                         9.2            10.1             6.9             10.5           10.9            13.6               9.4                8.9              10.0            10.2             13.2            7.8
2002 10.2                         9.5                 ..             7.3             10.6                ..            13.5               9.5                   ..                   ..                 ..             13.1            7.5
2003 10.3                         9.5                 ..                ..             10.9                ..                 ..               9.4                   ..                   ..                 ..                  ..            7.4
2004 9.8  11P                             ..                 ..                ..                  ..                ..                 ..                  ..                  ..                   ..                 ..                  ..               ..
Year  United          Austria        Belgium         Cyprus1             Czech         Denmark        Estonia         Finland         France       Germany2            Greece        Hungary           Irish
  Kingdom                                                                  Republic                                                                                                                                                   Republic
Note:
Estimated population, live birth and death rates up to the latest available date, as given in 
the United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics (October 2004), the United Nations Demographic 
Yearbook (2000 Edn), Eurostat Yearbook 2004. 
1  Government-controlled area only.
2   Including former GDR throughout.
3   The European Union consists of 25 member countries (EU25). 
4   Including the Indian held part of Jammu and Kashmir, the ﬁ  nal status of which has not yet 
been determined.
5    Rates are based on births to or deaths of Japanese nationals only.
6    Excludes Hong Kong.
7  Estimate prepared by the Population Division of the United Nations.
8    Includes Hong Kong.
9    Rate is for 1990–1995.
10  These revised population estimates were published on 9 September 2004 (for mid-2001  
  and mid-2002) and 7 October 2004 (for mid-1992 to mid-2000), following the local  
  authority population studies, and replace all earlier versions.  All ﬁ  gures shown on this  
  table are now therefore on a consistent basis.
11  Calculated using the 2003-based population projections for 2004.
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Population and vital rates: international Table 1.1
continued
Selected countries                                                                                                                                                                                            Numbers (thousands)/Rates per thousand
Population (thousands)
1971  55,928   54,073   2,366   3,160   342  330  13,194   32,800   8,644   4,540   1,732   34,216   8,098   ..
1976  56,216   55,718   2,465   3,315   361  330  13,774   34,360   9,356   4,764   1,809   36,118   8,222   420,258
1981  56,357   56,502   2,515   3,422   365  322  14,247   35,902   9,851   4,996   1,910   37,741   8,320   428,563
1986  56,684   56,596   2,588   3,560   368  344  14,572   37,456   10,011   5,179   1,975   38,536   8,370   433,555
1991  57,439   56,751   2,662   3,742   387  358  15,070   38,245   9,871   5,283   2,002   38,920   8,617   440,927
1996 58,164  10  57,333   2,470   3,615   411  371  15,494   38,609   10,041   5,368   1,990   39,383   8,838   447,327
1997 58,314  10  57,461   2,445   3,588   416  374  15,567   38,639   10,070   5,379   1,987   39,468   8,845   448,306
1998 58,475  10  57,563   2,421   3,562   422  377  15,654   38,660   10,108   5,388   1,985   39,571   8,848   449,147
1999 58,684  10  57,613   2,399   3,536   427  379  15,760   38,667   10,150   5,393   1,978   39,724   8,854   449,971
2000 58,886  10  57,680   2,382   3,512   434  389  15,864   38,654   10,198   5,399   1,988   39,961   8,861   451,107
2001 59,113  10  57,844   2,364   3,487   439  391  15,987   38,644   10,329   5,379   1,990   40,376   8,883   452,642
2002 59,322  10  56,994    2,346    3,476    444   395  16,105   38,632   10,336    5,379    1,994    40,851    8,909   453,214
2003 59,554    57.321   2,332   3,463   448   397  16,193   38,219   10,408   5,379   1,995   41,551  P 8,941    454,779
Population changes (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–76  1.0   6.1   8.4   9.8   10.7  0.0  8.8   9.5   16.5   9.9   8.9   11.1   3.1   5.5
1976–81  0.5   2.8   4.1   6.5   2.5  –4.8  6.9   9.0   10.6   9.7   11.2   9.0   2.4   4.0
1981–86  1.2   0.3   5.8   8.1   1.8  13.7  4.6   8.7   3.2   7.3   6.8   4.2   1.2   2.3
1986–91  2.6   0.5   5.7   10.2   10.2  8.1  6.8   4.2   –2.8   4.0   2.7   2.0   5.9   3.4
1991–96 2.5  10  2.1   –12.8   –1.7   12.3  8.4  5.6   1.9   3.4   3.4   –1.1   2.4   5.1   2.9
1997–98 2.8  10  1.8   –9.8   –7.2   14.4  8.0  5.6   0.5   3.8   1.5   –1.0   2.6   0.3   1.9
1998–99 3.6  10  0.9   –9.1   –7.3   11.8  5.3  6.8   0.2   4.2   0.7   –3.5   3.9   0.7   1.8
1999–2000 3.4  10  1.2   –7.1   –6.8   16.4  26.4  6.6   –0.3   4.7   0.9   5.1   6.0   0.8   2.5
2000–01 3.9  10  2.8   –7.6   –7.1   11.5  5.1  7.8   –0.3   13.8   –3.7   1.0   10.4   2.5   3.4
2001–02 3.5  10  –14.7   –7.6   –3.2   11.4   10.2  7.4   –0.3   –0.3   0.0   2.0   11.8   2.9   1.3 
2002–03 3.9  10  5.7   –6.0   –3.7   9.0   5.1  5.5   –10.7   7.0   –0.2   0.5   17.1  P 3.6    3.5
Live birth rate (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–75  14.1   16.0   14.4   16.4   11.6  17.5  14.9   17.9   20.3   19.7   16.4   19.2   13.5   ..
1976–80  12.5   12.6   13.9   15.4   11.2  17.0  12.6   19.3   17.9   20.3   16.3   17.1   11.6   ..
1981–85  12.9   10.6   15.2   16.0   11.6  15.3  12.2   19.0   14.5   18.0   14.2   12.8   11.3   ..
1986–90  13.7   9.8   15.3   15.8   12.2  16.0  12.8   15.5   11.9   15.8   12.3   10.8   13.2   ..
1991–95  13.2   9.6   10.8   13.1   13.3  14.0  12.8   12.9   11.4   13.3   10.0   9.8   13.3   ..
1996  12.6   9.2   7.9   10.5   13.7  13.5  12.2   11.1   11.1   11.2   9.4   9.2   10.8   10.8
1997  12.5   9.4   7.6   10.2   13.1  13.1  12.3   10.7   11.4   11.0   9.1   9.4   10.2   10.7
1998  12.3   9.3   7.5   10.0   12.6  12.2  12.7   10.2   11.4   10.7   9.0   9.3   10.1   10.5
1999  11.9   9.3   8.0   9.8   13.0  11.4  12.7   9.9   11.6   10.4   8.8   9.6   10.0   10.5
2000  11.5   9.4   8.3   9.3   13.1  10.8  13.0   9.8   11.8   10.2   ..   9.8   10.2   10.6
2001 11.3    9.3   8.3   9.0   12.4  ..  12.6   9.5   10.8   9.5   ..   ..   10.3   10.4
2002 11.3    9.3   8.6   8.7   12.1  ..  12.6   9.2   11.0   9.5   ..   ..   10.7   10.3
2003 11.7    9.4   ..   ..   11.8  ..  12.4   ..   11.2   9.7   ..   ..   ..   ..
2004  12.1  11P    ..    ..   ..    ..  ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..
Death rate (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–75  11.8   9.8   11.6   9.0   12.2  9.0  8.3   8.4   11.0   9.4   10.0   8.5   10.5   ..
1976–80  11.9   9.7   12.6   10.1   11.5  9.0  8.1   9.2   10.1   9.8   9.8   8.0   10.9   ..
1981–85  11.7   9.5   12.8   10.6   11.2  8.2  8.3   9.6   9.6   10.1   10.3   7.7   11.0   ..
1986–90  11.4   9.4   12.4   10.3   10.5  7.4  8.5   10.0   9.6   10.1   9.6   8.2   11.1   ..
1991–95  11.1   9.7   14.8   12.0   9.8  7.6  8.8   10.2   10.4   9.9   9.7   8.7   10.9   ..
1996  10.9   9.6   13.8   11.6   9.4  7.4  8.9   10.0   10.8   9.8   9.4   8.9   10.6   10.1
1997  10.8   9.8   13.8   11.1   9.4  7.7  8.7   9.8   10.6   9.7   9.5   8.9   10.5   10.0
1998  10.8   10.0   14.2   11.0   9.1  8.1  8.8   9.7   10.7   9.9   9.6   9.2   10.5   10.0
1999  10.8   9.9   13.7   10.8   8.8  8.2  8.9   9.9   10.8   9.7   9.5   9.1   10.7   10.0
2000  10.3   9.7   13.2   10.5   8.6  7.6  8.8   9.5   10.6   9.8   ..   9.1   10.5   9.8
2001 10.2    9.6   14.0   11.6   7.2  ..  8.8   9.4   10.4   9.6   ..   8.9   10.5   9.7
2002 10.2    9.7   13.9   11.8   8.5  ..  8.9   9.3   10.2   9.6   ..   ..   10.7   9.8
2003  10.3   10.8   ..   ..   9.0  ..  8.7   ..   10.9   9.7   ..   ..   ..   ..
2004 9.8  11P  ..   ..   ..   ..  ..  ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..
See notes on ﬁ  rst page of table.
Year United  Italy  Latvia  Lithuania  Luxem–  Malta  Nether–  Poland  Portugal  Slovakia  Slovenia  Spain  Sweden  EU–253
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Population and vital rates: international Table 1.1
continued
Selected countries                                                                                                                                                                                            Numbers (thousands)/Rates per thousand
Year   United  EU–253 Russian  Australia  Canada  New  China  India4  Japan5  USA
    Kingdom   Federation     Zealand      
See notes on ﬁ  rst page of table.
Population (thousands)
1971                                 55,928                          ..          130,934             13,067              22,026              2,899              852,290  6 551,311  105,145   207,661
1976                                 56,216               420,258          135,027             14,033              23,517              3,163              937,170  6  617,248 113,094    218,035
1981                                 56,357               428,563          139,225             14,923              24,900              3,195            1,008,460  6  675,185 117,902    229,958
1986                                 56,684               433,555          144,154             16,018              26,204              3,317            1,086,733  6  767,199 121,672    240,680
1991                                 57,439               440,927          148,245             17,284              28,031              3,477            1,170,100  6  851,897 123,964    252,639
1996                                 58,164 10                       447,327          147,739             18,311              29,610              3,714            1,223,890  6  941,580 125,761    265,463
1997                                 58,314 10                       448,306          147,105             18,524              29,910              3,761            1,236,260  6  959,800 126,065    268,008
1998                                 58,475 10                       449,147          146,540             18,730              30,160              3,792            1,248,100  6  978,080 126,400    270,300
1999                                 58,684 10                       449,971          145,940             18,940              30,400              3,811            1,259,090  6  996,430 126,630    272,691
2000                                 58,886 10                       451,107          145,560             19,160              30,690              3,831            1,275,130 7,8 1,014,820  126,840    275,260
2001                                 59,113 10                       452,642           143,950            19,390              31,020              3,880            1,285,230 7,8  1,033,340   127,130   284,800
2002                                 59,322 10                       453,214          144,080  7          19,660             31,370              3,940            1,294,870 7,8 1,050,640    127,400    288,370 7
2003                                 59,554               454,779                     ..                     ..             31,660              4,010 P                       ..    1,068.210  P 127,650    ..
Population changes (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–76                                 1.0                       5.5                  6.3                 14.8                  13.5                18.2                    19.9  6  23.9  15.1                   10.0
1976–81                                 0.5                       4.0                  6.2                 12.7                  11.8                  2.0                    15.2  6  18.8  8.5                   10.9
1981–86                                 1.2                      2.3                  7.1                 14.7                  10.5                  7.6                    15.5  6 27.3  6.4    9.3
1986–91                                 2.6                      3.4                  5.7                 15.8                  13.9                  9.6                    15.3  6 22.1  3.8    9.9
1991–96                                 2.5 10                                   2.9                          –0.7                 11.9                  11.3                13.6                     9.2  6 21.1  2.9   10.2
1997–98                                 2.8 10                                   1.9                          –3.8                 11.1                    8.4                  8.2                     9.6  6 19.0  2.7    8.6
1998–99                                 3.6 10                                   1.8                          –4.1                 11.2                    8.0                  5.0                     8.8  6 18.8  1.8    8.8
1999–2000                              3.4 10                                   2.5                          –2.6                 11.6                    9.5                  5.2                    12.7  8 18.5  1.7    9.4
2000–01                                 3.9 10                                   3.4                       –11.1                 12.0                  10.8                12.8                    7.9  8 18.2  P 2.3   34.7
2001–02                                 3.5 10                                   1.3                             0.9               13.9                 11.3                15.5                    7.5  8 16.7  P 2.1   12.5 
2002–03                                 3.9 10                                   3.5                     ..                    ..                   9.2                17.8  P                      ..    16.7  P 2.0    ..
Live birth rate (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–75                               14.1                           ..                     ..                18.8                  15.9                20.4                   27.2  6  35.6  18.6                  15.3
1976–80                               12.5                           ..                     ..                15.7                  15.5                16.8                   18.6  6  33.4  14.9                  15.2
1981–85                               12.9                           ..                     ..                15.6                  15.1                15.8                   19.2  6  ..  12.6                  15.7
1986–90                               13.7                           ..                     ..                15.1                  14.8                17.1                        ..    ..  10.6                  16.0
1991–95                               13.2                           ..                10.2                      ..                       ..                     ..                   18.5 6,9  ..  ..                      ..
1996                                     12.6                      10.8                  8.8                 13.9                  12.3                15.4                     9.8  6  27.3  9.6                   14.7
1997                                     12.5                     10.7                 8.6                 13.6                  11.6                15.4                     9.1  8  .. 9.5    14.5
1998                                     12.3                     10.5                           8.8                 13.3                  11.3                14.6                     8.1  8  26.2 9.5    14.6
1999                                     11.9                     10.5                           8.3                 13.1                  11.0                15.0                     7.8  8  .. 9.3    14.5
2000                                     11.5                     10.6                           8.7                 13.0                  10.8                14.8                     8.1  8  .. 9.4    14.7
2001                                     11.3                                  10.4                 9.1                 12.7                       ..                     ..                     7.2  8  .. 9.2    14.1
2002                                     11.3                                  10.3                     ..                12.7                       ..                     ..                     7.1  8  .. 9.1    ..
2003                                     11.7                                           ..                     ..                12.6                       ..                     ..                     6.8    ..  ..    ..
2004                                                              12.1  11P                        ..                     ..                     ..                       ..                     ..                         ..    ..  ..    ..  
Death rate (per 1,000 per annum)
1971–75                               11.8                           ..                     ..                  8.2                    7.4                  8.4                     7.3  6  15.5  6.4                    9.1
1976–80                               11.9                           ..                     ..                  7.6                    7.2                  8.2                     6.6  6  13.8  6.1                    8.7
1981–85                               11.7                           ..                     ..                  7.3                    7.0                  8.1                     6.7  6  ..  6.1                    8.6
1986–90                               11.4                           ..                     ..                  7.2                    7.3                  8.2                         ..  ..  6.4                    8.7
1991–95                               11.1                           ..                13.7                      ..                       ..                     ..                         ..  ..  ..                       ..
1996                                     10.9                      10.1                14.1                   7.0                    7.2                  7.6                     5.0  6  8.9  7.1                    8.7
1997                                     10.8                     10.0                13.7                   7.0                    7.2                  7.3                     4.9  8  .. 7.2    8.6
1998                                     10.8                     10.0                13.6                   6.8                    7.2                  6.9                     5.0  8  9.0    7.4   8.6
1999                                     10.8                     10.0                14.7                   6.8                    7.4                  7.4                     5.0  8  .. 7.8    8.8
2000                                     10.3                      9.8                15.3                   6.7                    7.5                  7.0                     5.1  8  .. 7.6.    8.7
2001                                     10.2                                     9.7                15.6                   6.6                       ..                     ..                     5.0  8  .. 7.6    8.5
2002                                     10.2                                     9.8                     ..                  6.8                       ..                     ..                     5.0  8  .. 7.7    ..
2003                                     10.3                          ..                     ..                  6.6                       ..                     ..                     5.4    ..  ..    ..
2004                                       9.8  11P                                         ..                     ..                     ..                       ..                     ..                         ..    ..  ..   ..39   National Statistics   
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Table 1.2 Population: national
Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                    Numbers (thousands) and per  cent  age age distribution
Mid-year                                                           United                     Great                    England                   England                     Wales                    Scotland                 Northern
                                                                      Kingdom                   Britain                  and Wales                                                                                                             Ireland
Estimates
1971                                                                55,928                     54,388                     49,152                    46,412                       2,740                      5,236                      1,540
1976                                                                56,216                     54,693                     49,459                    46,660                       2,799                      5,233                      1,524
1981                                                                56,357                     54,815                     49,634                    46,821                       2,813                      5,180                      1,543
1986                                                                56,684                     55,110                     49,999                    47,188                       2,811                      5,112                      1,574
1991                                                                57,439                     55,831                     50,748                    47,875                       2,873                      5,083                      1,607
19933                                                               57,714                     56,078                     50,986                    48,102                       2,884                      5,092                      1,636
19943                                                               57,862                     56,218                     51,116                    48,229                       2,887                      5,102                      1,644
19953                                                               58,025                     56,376                     51,272                    48,383                       2,889                      5,104                      1,649
19963                                                               58,164                     56,503                     51,410                    48,519                       2,891                      5,092                      1,662
19973                                                               58,314                     56,643                     51,560                    48,665                       2,895                      5,083                      1,671
19983                                                               58,475                     56,797                     51,720                    48,821                       2,900                      5,077                      1,678
19993                                                               58,684                     57,005                     51,933                    49,033                       2,901                      5,072                      1,679
20003                                                               58,886                     57,203                     52,140                    49,233                       2,907                      5,063                      1,683
20013                                                               59,113                     57,424                     52,360                    49,450                       2,910                      5,064                      1,689
20023                                                               59,322                     57,625                     52,570                    49,647                       2,923                      5,055                      1,697
2003                                                                59,554                     57,851                     52,794                    49,856                       2,938                      5,057                      1,703
2004                                                                         ..                             ..                             ..                             ..                            ..                      5,078                             ..
               of which (percentages)
               0–4                                                        5.7                          5.7                          5.7                          5.7                          5.4                          5.2                          6.5
               5–15                                                    14.0                        13.9                        14.0                        14.0                        14.2                        13.2                        16.3
               16–44                                                  40.2                        40.2                        40.2                        40.4                        37.5                        39.8                        41.4
               45–64M/59F                                         21.6                        21.6                        21.6                        21.5                        22.5                        22.7                        19.9
               65M/60F–74                                         10.9                        11.0                        10.9                        10.8                        11.9                        11.7                          9.8
               75 and over                                            7.6                          7.6                          7.6                          7.6                          8.4                          7.3                          6.1
Projections1
2006                                                                60,254                     58,531                     53,463                    50,483                       2,980                      5,068                      1,723
2011                                                                61,401                     59,649                     54,615                    51,595                       3,020                      5,034                      1,753
2016                                                                62,618                     60,835                     55,834                    52,770                       3,064                      5,000                      1,783
2021                                                                63,835                     62,023                     57,060                    53,954                       3,106                      4,963                      1,811
               of which (percentages)
               0–4                                                        5.5                          5.5                          5.6                          5.6                          5.3                          4.9                          6.0
               5–15                                                    11.9                        11.9                        12.0                        12.0                        11.9                        10.9                        13.1
               16–44                                                  36.3                        36.3                        36.4                        36.5                        34.5                        34.5                        37.1
               45–642                                                 26.4                        26.4                        26.2                        26.2                        26.0                        28.0                        25.9
               65–742                                                 10.4                        10.4                        10.3                        10.2                        11.6                        11.5                          9.6
               75 and over                                            9.5                          9.5                          9.5                          9.4                        10.6                        10.1                          8.5
Note:  Figures may not add exactly due to rounding.
1   National projections based on mid-2003 population estimates.
2   Between 2010 and 2020, state retirement age will change from 65 years for men and 60 years for women to 65 years for both sexes.
3   These revised population estimates were published on 9 September 2004 (for mid-2001 and mid-2002) and 7 October 2004 (for mid-1992 to mid-2000), following the local authority  
     population studies, and replace all earlier versions.  All ﬁ  gures shown on this table are now therefore on a consistent basis.
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Table 1.3 Population: subnational
Mid-year                                                               North             North            Yorkshire             East                West                East               London            South               South
                                                                              East                West              and the          Midlands         Midlands                                                            East                West
                                                                                                                          Humber
Estimates
1971                                                                      2,679                7,108               4,902               3,652              5,146                4,454              7,529               6,830              4,112
1976                                                                      2,671                7,043               4,924               3,774              5,178                4,672              7,089               7,029              4,280
1981                                                                      2,636                6,940               4,918               3,853              5,187                4,854              6,806               7,245              4,381
1986                                                                      2,594                6,833               4,884               3,908              5,180                4,999              6,774               7,468              4,548
1991                                                                      2,587                6,843               4,936               4,011              5,230                5,121              6,829               7,629              4,688
19934                                                                     2,594                6,847               4,954               4,056              5,246                5,154              6,844               7,673              4,734 
19944                                                                     2,589                6,839               4,960               4,072              5,249                5,178              6,874               7,712              4,757
19954                                                                     2,583                6,828               4,961               4,092              5,257                5,206              6,913               7,763              4,782
19964                                                                     2,576                6,810               4,961               4,108              5,263                5,233              6,974               7,800              4,793
19974                                                                     2,568                6,794               4,958               4,120              5,262                5,267              7,015               7,853              4,827
19984                                                                     2,561                6,792               4,958               4,133              5,271                5,302              7,065               7,889              4,849
19994                                                                     2,550                6,773               4,956               4,152              5,272                5,339              7,154               7,955              4,881
20004                                                                     2,543                6,774               4,959               4,168              5,270                5,375              7,237               7,991              4,917
20014                                                                     2,540                6,773               4,977               4,190              5,281                5,400              7,322               8,023              4,943
20024                                                                     2,538                6,783               4,993               4,223              5,304                5,422              7,371               8,044              4,968
2003                                                                      2,539                6,805               5,009               4,252              5,320                5,463              7,388               8,080              4,999
               of which (percentages)
               0–4                                                           5.3                   5.6                  5.6                  5.5                 5.8                    5.7                  6.4                   5.7                  5.2
               5–15                                                        13.9                 14.4                14.3                14.1                14.5                  14.0                13.1                 14.0                13.5
               16–44                                                      39.1                 39.4                39.6                39.3                39.3                  38.7                48.5                 39.3                36.9
               45–64M/59F                                             22.4                 21.8                21.8                22.4                21.7                  22.3                17.9                 22.1                22.9
               65M/60F–74                                             11.8                 11.2                11.1                11.1                11.2                  11.3                  8.3                 10.9                12.2
               75 and over                                               7.6                   7.5                  7.6                  7.6                 7.5                    8.0                  5.8                   8.1                  9.3
Projections2
2004                                                                      2,535                6,811               5,022               4,275              5,330                5,499              7,431               8,122              5,031
2008                                                                      2,525                6,852               5,079               4,366              5,380                5,646              7,614               8,300              5,163
2013                                                                      2,516                6,914               5,154               4,479              5,451                5,833              7,858               8,527              5,328
2018                                                                      2,510                6,987               5,234               4,594              5,531                6,025              8,105               8,765              5,498
2023                                                                      2,502                7,057               5,313               4,706              5,609                6,212              8,331               9,005              5,668
2028                                                                      2,489                7,107               5,379               4,804              5,672                6,380              8,523               9,222              5,823
               of which (percentages)
               0–4                                                           4.7                   5.3                  5.4                  5.1                 5.6                    5.4                  6.3                   5.4                  4.8
               5–15                                                        11.2                 12.1                12.1                11.9                12.5                  12.3                11.7                 12.1                11.3
               16–44                                                      33.7                 35.4                35.7                33.9                34.7                  34.0                43.8                 35.0                32.8
               45–643                                                     25.3                 24.9                24.6                25.6                25.1                  25.0                24.2                 25.1                25.3
               65–743                                                     12.7                 11.1                11.0                11.5                10.7                  11.2                  7.4                 10.8                12.1
               75 and over                                              12.3                 11.2                11.3                12.1                11.4                  12.2                  6.6                 11.7                13.7
Note:  Figures may not add exactly due to rounding.
1  From 1 April 2002 there are four Directorates of Health and Social Care (DHSCs) within the Department of Health. The GORs sit within the DHSCs as follows: North East, North West, 
York  shire and the Humber GORs are within North DHSC, East Midlands, West Midlands and East GORs are within Midlands and Eastern DHSC, London GOR equates to London DHSC 
and South East and South West GORs are within South DHSC. See ‘In brief’ Health Statistics Quarterly 15 for further details of changes to Health Areas.
2  These pro  jec  tions are based on the mid-2003 population estimates and are con  sis  tent with the 2003-based na  tion  al pro  jec  tions produced by the Gov  ern  ment Ac tu  ary’s De  part  ment and 
presented in Table 1.2.
3  Between 2010 and 2020, state retirement age will change from 65 years for men and 60 years for women to 65 years for both sexes.
4  These revised population estimates were published on 9 September 2004 (for mid-2001 and mid-2002) and 7 October 2004 (for mid-1992 to mid-2000), following the local authority 
population studies, and replace all earlier versions. All ﬁ  gures shown on this table are now therefore on a consistent basis.
Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions of England1                                                                                                                                             Numbers (thousands) and percentage age distribution41   National Statistics   
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Table 1.4 Population: age and sex
                                                                                                                                                         Age group
Mid-year                  All ages    Under 1      1–4         5–14       15–24      25–34      35–44      45–59      60–64      65–74      75–84      85–89     90 and      Under       16–          65/60
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           over          16         64/59      and over
Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                   Numbers (thousands) 
United Kingdom
Persons
1976                        56,216        677          3,043       9.176       8.126       7,868       6,361       9,836       3,131       5,112       2,348         390          147      13,797     32,757         9,663
1981                        56,357        730          2,726       8,147       9,019       8,010       6,774       9,540       2,935       5,195       2,677             ..              ..     12,543     33,780       10,035
1986                        56,684        748          2,886       7,143       9,200       8,007       7,711       9,212       3,069       5,020       2,971         716              ..     11,645     34,725       10,313
1991                        57,439        790          3,077       7,141       8,168       8,898       7,918       9,500       2,888       5,067       3,119         626          248      11,685     35,197       10,557
19961                       58,164        719          3,019       7,544       7,231       9,131       7,958      10,553       2,785       5,066       3,129         711          317      12,018     35,498       10,649
19981                       58,475        713          2,930       7,649       7,079       8,948       8,285      10,767       2,835       4,979       3,211         736          344      12,013     35,746       10,717
19991                       58,684        704          2,896       7,684       7,090       8,795       8,474      10,887       2,877       4,948       3,230         746          354      12,011     35,928       10,745
20001                       58,886        682          2,869       7,652       7,139       8,646       8,678      11,011       2,900       4,940       3,249         755          364      11,959     36,138       10,788
20011                       59,113        663          2,819       7,624       7,261       8,475       8,846      11,168       2,884       4,947       3,296         753          377      11,863     36,406       10,845
20021                       59,322        661          2,753       7,601       7,403       8,256       9,002      11,316       2,890       4,969       3,345         739          388      11,783     36,622       10,916
2003                        59,554        679          2,703       7,542       7,575       8,070       9,108      11,424       2,943       5,005       3,401         706          399      11,712     36,828       11,014
Males
1976                        27,360        348          1,564       4,711       4,145       3,981       3,214       4,820       1,466       2,204          775         101           31       7,083     17.167         3,111
1981                        27.412        374          1,400       4,184       4,596       4,035       3,409       4,711       1,376       2,264          922             ..              ..      6,439     17,646         3,327
1986                        27,542        384          1,478       3,664       4,663       4,022       3,864       4,572       1,463       2,206       1,060         166              ..      5,968     18,142         3,432
1991                        27,909        403          1,572       3,655       4,146       4,432       3,949       4,732       1,390       2,272       1,146         166           46       5,976     18,303         3,630
19961                       28,287        369          1,547       3,857       3,652       4,540       3,954       5,244       1,360       2,311       1,187         201           65       6,148     18,375         3,764
19981                       28,458        365          1,503       3,916       3,570       4,444       4,109       5,342       1,388       2,293       1,240         215           73       6,151     18,486         3,821
19991                       28,578        361          1,485       3,934       3,577       4,367       4,200       5,400       1,409       2,289       1,259         221           77       6,152     18,582         3,845
20001                       28,690        350          1,469       3,920       3,606       4,292       4,298       5,457       1,420       2,294       1,278         225           81       6,128     18,685         3,878
20011                       28,832        338          1,445       3,906       3,672       4,215       4,382       5,534       1,412       2,308       1,308         227           85       6,077     18,827         3,928
20021                       28,963        339          1,409       3,895       3,754       4,107       4,460       5,604       1,414       2,327       1,339         226           89       6,037     18,945         3,982
2003                        29,108        349          1,384       3,864       3,850       4,018       4,514       5,653       1,439       2,354       1,371         219           94       6,002     19,068         4,038
Females
1976                        28,856        330          1,479       4,465       3,980       3,887       3,147       5,015       1,665       2,908       1,573         289          116       6,714     15,590         6,552
1981                        28,946        356          1,327       3,963       4,423       3,975       3,365       4,829       1,559       2,931       1,756             ..              ..      6,104     16,134         6,708
1986                        29,142        364          1,408       3,480       4,538       3,985       3,847       4,639       1,606       2,814       1,911         550              ..      5,678     16,583         6,881
1991                        29,530        387          1,505       3,487       4,021       4,466       3,968       4,769       1,498       2,795       1,972         460          202       5,709     16,894         6,927
19961                       29,877        350          1,472       3,687       3,579       4,591       4,005       5,309       1,426       2,755       1,942         509          252       5,870     17,123         6,885
19981                       30,017        348          1,427       3,733       3,509       4,504       4,176       5,425       1,447       2,686       1,971         521          271       5,861     17,260         6,895
19991                       30,106        343          1,412       3,750       3,513       4,428       4,273       5,487       1,468       2,659       1,971         525          277       5,859     17,346         6,900
20001                       30,196        333          1,399       3,732       3,533       4,353       4,380       5,554       1,481       2,646       1,971         530          283       5,832     17,453         6,911
20011                       30,281        324          1,375       3,718       3,589       4,260       4,465       5,634       1,473       2,640       1,987         526          292       5,786     17,579         6,917
20021                       30,359        323          1,344       3,706       3,649       4,149       4,542       5,712       1,476       2,641       2,006         512          299       5,747     17,677         6,934
2003                        30,446        331          1,319       3,677       3,725       4,052       4,594       5,771       1,504       2,651       2,030         486          305       5,710     17,760         6,976
England and Wales
Persons
1976                        49,459        585          2,642       7,967       7,077       6,979       5,608       8,707       2,777       4,540       2,093         351          135      11,973     28,894         8,593
1981                        49,634        634          2,372       7,085       7,873       7,086       5,996       8,433       2,607       4,619       2,388         383          157      10,910     29,796         8,928
1986                        49,999        654          2,522       6,226       8,061       7,052       6,856       8,136       2,725       4,470       2,655         461          182      10,161     30,647         9,190
1991                        50,748        698          2,713       6,248       7,165       7,862       7,022       8,407       2,553       4,506       2,790         561          223      10,247     31,100         9,400
19961                       51,410        637          2,668       6,636       6,336       8,076       7,017       9,363       2,457       4,496       2,801         639          285      10,584     31,353         9,474
19981                       51,720        631          2,594       6,740       6,212       7,925       7,304       9,552       2,503       4,411       2,875         661          311      10,599     31,591         9,530
19991                       51,933        625          2,566       6,779       6,228       7,800       7,475       9,656       2,542       4,381       2,891         671          319      10,608     31,771         9,554
20001                       52,140        607          2,544       6,757       6,275       7,682       7,661       9,764       2,564       4,372       2,907         680          328      10,572     31,977         9,591
20011                       52,360        589          2,502       6,740       6,387       7,536       7,816       9,898       2,549       4,377       2,947         677          340      10,495     32,226         9,639
20021                       52,570        589          2,445       6,726       6,520       7,349       7,962      10,027       2,553       4,395       2,990         664          351      10,435     32,435         9,700
2003                        52,794        606          2,402       6,677       6,681       7,190       8,062      10,116       2,599       4,427       3,039         634          360      10,381     32,627         9,786
Males
1976                        24,089        300          1,358       4,091       3,610       3,532       2,843       4,280       1,304       1,963          690           91           29       6,148     15,169         2,773
1981                        24,160        324          1,218       3,639       4,011       3,569       3,024       4,178       1,227       2,020          825           94           32       5,601     15,589         2,970
1986                        24,311        335          1,292       3,194       4,083       3,542       3,438       4,053       1,302       1,972          951         115           35       5,208     16,031         3,072
1991                        24,681        356          1,385       3,198       3,638       3,920       3,504       4,199       1,234       2,027       1,029         150           42       5,240     16,193         3,248
19961                       25,030        327          1,368       3,393       3,202       4,020       3,489       4,659       1,205       2,059       1,067         182           59       5,416     16,247         3,367
19981                       25,201        323          1,331       3,451       3,135       3,942       3,627       4,744       1,230       2,041       1,115         194           66       5,428     16,355         3,417
19991                       25,323        321          1,315       3,471       3,144       3,880       3,711       4,793       1,250       2,036       1,132         200           70       5,434     16,452         3,437
20001                       25,438        311          1,303       3,462       3,172       3,823       3,802       4,842       1,259       2,040       1,148         204           73       5,416     16,556         3,466
20011                       25,574        301          1,281       3,453       3,231       3,758       3,881       4,907       1,252       2,052       1,175         206           77       5,376     16,688         3,510
20021                       25,702        302          1,251       3,446       3,307       3,664       3,955       4,967       1,253       2,069       1,203         205           81       5,346     16,799         3,557
2003                        25,841        311          1,230       3,422       3,394       3,588       4,006       5,008       1,274       2,092       1,231         199           85       5,320     16,914         3,607
Females
1976                        25,370        285          1,284       3,876       3,467       3,447       2,765       4,428       1,473       2,577       1,403         261          106       5,826     13,725         5,820
1981                        25,474        310          1,154       3,446       3,863       3,517       2,972       4,255       1,380       2,599       1,564         289          126       5,309     14,207         5,958
1986                        25,687        319          1,231       3,032       3,978       3,509       3,418       4,083       1,422       2,498       1,704         346          148       4,953     14,616         6,118
1991                        26,067        342          1,328       3,050       3,527       3,943       3,517       4,208       1,319       2,479       1,761         411          181       5,007     14,908         6,152
19961                       26,381        310          1,300       3,243       3,134       4,056       3,528       4,704       1,252       2,437       1,734         457          227       5,168     15,106         6,107
19981                       26,519        308          1,264       3,289       3,077       3,983       3,677       4,808       1,272       2,370       1,760         467          244       5,171     15,235         6,113
19991                       26,610        305          1,251       3,308       3,083       3,920       3,763       4,863       1,292       2,345       1,759         472          249       5,175     15,318         6,117
20001                       26,702        296          1,241       3,296       3,103       3,859       3,859       4,923       1,304       2,332       1,758         476          255       5,155     15,421         6,126
20011                       26,786        288          1,220       3,287       3,156       3,778       3,935       4,992       1,297       2,326       1,771         471          263       5,119     15,538         6,129
20021                       26,868        287          1,194       3,280       3,214       3,684       4,007       5,059       1,300       2,326       1,787         460          270       5,090     15,635         6,143
2003                        26,953        295          1,172       3,256       3,287       3,602       4,056       5,108       1,325       2,335       1,808         436          275       5,061     15,714         6,179
Note: Figures may not add exactly due to rounding.
1  These revised population estimates were published on 9 September 2004 (for mid-2001 and mid-2002) and 7 October 2004 (for mid-1992 to mid-2000), following the local authority    
    population studies, and replace all earlier versions. All ﬁ  gures shown on this table are now therefore on a consistent basis.
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England
Persons
1976  46,660  551  2,491 7,513 6,688 6,599 5,298 8,199 2,616 4,274 1,972  332  127  11,293  27,275  8,092
1981                     46,821          598          2,235       6,678       7,440       6,703       5,663       7,948       2,449       4,347       2,249         362          149      10,285      28,133        8,403
1986                     47,188          618          2,380       5,869       7,623       6,682       6,478       7,672       2,559       4,199       2,501         435          172       9,583      28,962        8,643
1991                     47,875          660          2,560       5,885       6,772       7,460       6,633       7,920       2,399       4,222       2,626         529          210       9,658      29,390        8,827
19961                    48,519          603          2,523       6,255       5,985       7,667       6,638       8,822       2,310       4,217       2,631         602          269       9,985      29,639        8,895
19981                    48,821          598          2,453       6,356       5,869       7,524       6,915       8,999       2,353       4,140       2,698         623          293      10,003      29,868        8,950
19991                    49,033          592          2,427       6,394       5,881       7,412       7,079       9,097       2,391       4,114       2,713         632          301      10,014      30,044        8,975
20001                    49,233          575          2,406       6,375       5,923       7,304       7,257       9,199       2,411       4,107       2,727         641          309       9,980      30,243        9,010
20011                    49,450          558          2,366       6,359       6,032       7,171       7,407       9,327       2,395       4,113       2,764         638          321       9,908      30,487        9,055
20021                    49,647          558          2,312       6,345       6,155       6,993       7,548       9,448       2,397       4,130       2,804         625          331       9,853      30,683        9,111
2003                     49,856          575          2,273       6,300       6,304       6,843       7,643       9,533       2,438       4,159       2,852         596          340       9,804      30,862        9,190
Males
1976                     22,728          283          1,280       3,858       3,413       3,339       2,686       4,031       1,228       1,849          649           85           27       5,798      14,320        2,610
1981                     22,795          306          1,147       3,430       3,790       3,377       2,856       3,938       1,154       1,902          777           89           30       5,280      14,717        2,798
1986                     22,949          317          1,219       3,010       3,862       3,357       3,249       3,822       1,224       1,853          897         108           33       4,911      15,147        2,891
1991                     23,291          336          1,307       3,011       3,439       3,721       3,311       3,957       1,159       1,900          970         141           39       4,938      15,302        3,050
19961                    23,629          309          1,294       3,198       3,023       3,818       3,302       4,390       1,133       1,932       1,003         172           55       5,110      15,358        3,161
19981                    23,794          306          1,258       3,254       2,960       3,743       3,436       4,470       1,157       1,916       1,047         183           62       5,123      15,462        3,209
19991                    23,916          304          1,243       3,274       2,969       3,689       3,517       4,516       1,176       1,913       1,063         188           66       5,129      15,558        3,229
20001                    24,030          294          1,232       3,266       2,995       3,638       3,604       4,562       1,184       1,917       1,078         192           69       5,113      15,661        3,256
20011                    24,166          285          1,212       3,257       3,053       3,580       3,681       4,624       1,176       1,928       1,103         194           73       5,075      15,793        3,298
20021                    24,288          286          1,183       3,251       3,123       3,492       3,753       4,682       1,176       1,944       1,128         193           77       5,047      15,899        3,342
2003                     24,415          295          1,164       3,228       3,204       3,418       3,802       4,721       1,195       1,965       1,156         187           80       5,024      16,003        3,388
Females
1976                     23,932          269          1,211       3,656       3,275       3,260       2,612       4,168       1,387       2,425       1,323         246          100       5,495      14,968        5,481
1981                     24,026          292          1,088       3,248       3,650       3,327       2,807       4,009       1,295       2,445       1,472         273          119       5,004      13,416        5,605
1986                     24,239          301          1,161       2,859       3,761       3,325       3,229       3,850       1,335       2,346       1,604         326          140       4,672      13,815        5,752
1991                     24,584          324          1,253       2,873       3,333       3,739       3,322       3,964       1,239       2,323       1,656         388          171       4,720      14,088        5,777
19961                    24,890          293          1,229       3,056       2,961       3,849       3,336       4,432       1,177       2,286       1,628         430          214       4,876      14,281        5,734
19981                    25,027          292          1,195       3,102       2,908       3,781       3,479       4,529       1,196       2,224       1,651         440          230       4,880      14,406        5,741
19991                    25,117          288          1,183       3,121       2,912       3,724       3,562       4,581       1,215       2,201       1,650         444          235       4,885      14,486        5,746
20001                    25,203          281          1,174       3,109       2,928       3,667       3,653       4,637       1,227       2,190       1,649         448          240       4,867      14,582        5,755
20011                    25,284          273          1,154       3,102       2,979       3,591       3,726       4,702       1,219       2,185       1,661         444          248       4,834      14,694        5,757
20021                    25,358          272          1,129       3,095       3,031       3,501       3,795       4,766       1,220       2,186       1,676         433          254       4,806      14,783        5,769
2003                     25,441          280          1,109       3,072       3,100       3,424       3,841       4,812       1,243       2,194       1,696         409          260       4,780      14,859        5,802
Wales
Persons
1976                       2,799            33            151          453          388         379          309          509         161          267          121           19             7          680       1,618          501
1981                       2,813            36            136          407          434         383          333          485         158          272          139           21             8          626       1,663          525
1986                       2,811            37            143          357          438         369          378          464         166          271          154           26           10          578       1,686          547
1991                       2,873            38            153          363          393         402          389          486         154          284          164           32           13          589       1,711          573
19961                      2,891            34            146          381          352         409          379          541         147          279          170           37           17          598       1,714          578
19981                      2,900            34            141          384          343         401          390          553         150          271          177           38           18          596       1,723          581
19991                      2,901            33            139          385          347         388          395          559         151          267          178           39           18          594       1,727          580
20001                      2,907            32            138          383          352         378          403          565         152          265          180           39           19          591       1,734          581
20011                      2,910            32            136          382          356         365          409          572         154          264          183           39           20          587       1,739          584
20021                      2,923            30            132          380          366         356          415          579         156          265          185           39           20          582       1,752          589
2003                       2,938            31            129          377          377         347          418          583         161          268          187           38           20          577       1,765          596
Males
1976                       1,361            17              78          233          197         193          157          249           75          114            41             5             2          350          849          162
1981                       1,365            18              70          209          221         193          168          240           73          118            48             5             2          321          871          173
1986                       1,362            19              73          184          221         186          190          231           79          119            54             7             2          297          885          181
1991                       1,391            20              78          186          199         199          194          242           74          128            60             8             2          302          891          198
19961                      1,401            17              74          195          179         203          187          269           72          128            64           10             3          306          890          206
19981                      1,407            17              72          197          174         199          192          274           73          125            68           11             4          305          894          208
19991                      1,408            17              72          198          176         192          194          277           74          124            69           11             4          305          895          208
20001                      1,408            16              71          196          177         185          198          280           75          124            71           12             4          303          895          210
20011                      1,409            16              69          196          179         178          200          283           75          124            73           12             4          301          895          212
20021                      1,414            16              68          195          183         172          202          286           77          125            74           12             5          299          900          215
2003                       1,426            16              66          194          191         170          204          287           79          127            75           12             5          297          911          219
Females
1976                       1,438            16              73          220          191         187          153          260           86          152            80           14             6          330          770          339
1981                       1,448            18              66          199          213         190          165          246           85          154            91           16             6          305          791          352
1986                       1,449            18              70          173          217         184          188          233           87          152          100           20             8          282          801          366
1991                       1,482            19              75          177          194         203          195          244           80          156          104           24           10          288          820          375
19961                      1,490            16              71          186          173         206          192          272           75          151          106           27           13          293          825          373
19981                      1,492            16              69          187          169         202          198          278           76          146          109           27           14          290          829          373
19991                      1,493            16              68          187          171         196          201          282           77          144          109           27           15          289          832          371
20001                      1,499            15              67          186          175         192          206          285           77          142          109           28           15          288          840          371
20011                      1,502            15              66          186          177         187          209          289           78          141          110           27           15          286          844          372
20021                      1,509            15              65          185          182         183          212          293           80          140          111           27           16          283          852          374
2003                       1,512            15              63          184          186         178          214          296           82          141          112           26           16          281          855          377
Population: age and sex
                                                                                                                                                         Age group
Mid-year                  All ages    Under 1      1–4         5–14       15–24      25–34      35–44      45–59      60–64      65–74      75–84      85–89     90 and      Under       16–          65/60
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           over          16         64/59      and over
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Population: age and sex
Scotland
Persons
1976                       5,233            67            291        904          806          692          591         897          282         460          202            31           11        1,352       3,023          858
1981                       5,180            69            249        780          875          724          603         880          260         460          232            35           14        1,188       3,110          882 
1986                       5,112            66            257        656          863          739          665         849          273         435          252            42           15        1,061       3,161          890
1991                       5,083            66            258        634          746          795          696         853          265         441          259            51           19        1,021       3,151          912
1996                       5,092            59            252        643          651          798          722         925          259         448          256            57           24        1,019       3,151          922
1998                       5,077            58            239        644          628          766          749         941          261         445          262            59           26        1,003       3,145          929
1999                       5,072            56            234        643          625          743          762         951          262         444          265            59           27           995       3,144          933
2000                       5,063            53            230        636          628          717          774         962          263         445          267            59           28           985       3,141          937
2001                       5,064            52            224        629          633          696          782         979          262         447          272            59           29           970       3,150          944
2002                       5,055            51            217        622          639          669          788         993          262         449          276            58           30           955       3,150          950
2003                       5,057            52            212        614          648          648          793      1,008          265         452          281            55           31           943       3,156          958
2004                       5,078            54            210        609          653          635          796      1,025          270         455          286            54           31           935       3,175          968
Males
1976                       2,517            34            149        463          408          347          290         429          128         193           65             8            2           693       1,556          269
1981                       2,495            35            128        400          445          364          298         424          118         194           77             8            3           610       1,603          282
1986                       2,462            34            131        336          438          371          331         410          127         184           86            10            3           543       1,636          283
1991                       2,445            34            132        324          377          394          345         415          124         192           91            13            3           522       1,623          299
1996                       2,447            30            128        328          327          392          355         454          122         198           93            15            5           521       1,616          310
1998                       2,439            30            122        329          315          374          367         463          124         198           96            16            5           513       1,610          316
1999                       2,437            29            120        329          313          362          372         469          125         198           98            16            6           510       1,609          318
2000                       2,432            28            118        326          315          347          377         474          125         199          100            17            6           505       1,606          322
2001                       2,434            26            115        322          319          337          379         483          125         200          103            17            6           497       1,610          327
2002                       2,432            26            111        319          324          325          382         490          125         202          106            17            7           489       1,612          331
2003                       2,435            26            108        314          329          315          383         496          126         204          108            16            7           483       1,616          336
2004                       2,446            28            107        312          332          310          384         503          129         207          111            16            7           479       1,627          341
Females
1976                       2,716            32            142        440          398          345          301         468          154         267          137            23            8           659       1,468          589
1981                       2,685            33            121        380          430          359          305         456          142         265          155            27           11           579       1,506          600
1986                       2,649            32            126        320          424          368          334         439          146         250          166            32           12           518       1,525          606
1991                       2,639            32            126        309          369          402          351         437          141         249          168            38           16           499       1,528          612
1996                       2,645            28            123        315          324          406          367         470          137         250          164            42           20           498       1,535          612
1998                       2,638            28            116        315          313          392          382         478          137         248          166            43           21           490       1,535          614
1999                       2,635            27            114        314          312          381          390         483          138         246          166            43           22           486       1,535          614
2000                       2,631            26            112        310          313          369          397         488          138         246          166            43           22           480       1,535          616
2001                       2,630            26            109        307          314          359          403         496          137         246          169            43           23           473       1,540          617
2002                       2,623            25            106        303          315          344          406         504          137         247          171            41           23           466       1,538          619
2003                       2,623            25            104        300          318          332          410         512          139         248          173            39           24           460       1,540          622
2004                       2,632            26            103        297          321          325          412         521          141         248          175            38           24           457       1,549          627
Northern Ireland
Persons
1976                       1,524            26            111        306          243          198          163         231            73         111           53             8            2           471         840          212
1981                       1,543            27            106        282          271          200          175         227            68         116           57              ..             ..           444         874          224
1986                       1,574            28            107        261          277          217          190         227            71         115           64            16             ..           423         917          234
1991                       1,607            26            106        260          256          240          200         241            70         121           69            14            6           417         945          246
1996                       1,662            24              99        266          244          257          220         266            70         123           72            15            7           415         993          253
1998                       1,678            24              97        264          239          257          231         275            71         122           74            16            7           411       1,010          257
1999                       1,679            23              96        262          237          252          237         279            73         122           75            16            7           408       1,014          258
2000                       1,683            22              95        259          237          247          243         284            73         123           75            16            7           403       1,020          259
2001                       1,689            22              93        255          240          243          248         290            74         123           77            16            7           397       1,030          262
2002                       1,697            22              91        253          243          238          251         296            75         125           79            16            7           393       1,037          266
2003                       1,703            21              89        251          246          233          254         301            78         126           81            16            8           388       1,044          271
Males
1976                          754            13              58        157          127          102            81         111            34           47           19             3             -           242         442            70
1981                          757            14              54        145          140          102            87         109            32           50           21              ..             ..           228         454            75
1986                          768            14              55        134          142          109            95         110            33           50           23             4             ..           217         474            77
1991                          783            13              54        133          131          119          100         118            32           53           26             4            1           213         487            83
1996                          810            12              51        136          124          128          109         131            33           54           27             4            1           212         511            87
1998                          819            12              50        135          121          128          114         135            34           54           28             5            2           211         520            89
1999                          818            12              49        134          119          125          117         138            35           54           29             5            2           209         521            89
2000                          820            11              49        133          120          122          119         141            35           55           29             5            2           207         524            90
2001                          824            11              48        131          122          120          122         144            35           56           30             5            2           204         529            92
2002                          829            11              47        130          124          117          123         147            36           56           31             5            2           202         534            94
2003                          833            11              46        129          126          115          124         149            38           58           31             5            2           199         538            95
Females
1976                          769            13              53        149          116            96            81         120            38           64           33             6            2           229         398          143
1981                          786            13              52        137          130            98            88         118            37           66           37              ..             ..           216         420          150
1986                          805            13              52        127          135          107            96         118            38           65           41            12             ..           206         442          157
1991                          824            13              52        127          125          121          100         123            38           67           44            10            4           203         458          163
1996                          851            11              49        130          120          129          110         135            37           69           45            11            6           203         482          167
1998                          859            12              47        129          118          129          117         139            37           68           46            11            6           201         490          168
1999                          861            11              47        128          117          127          120         141            38           68           46            11            6           199         493          169
2000                          862            11              46        126          118          125          124         143            38           68           46            11            6           196         497          169
2001                          865            10              45        124          119          123          126         146            38           68           47            11            6           193         501          170
2002                          868            11              44        123          119          120          128         149            39           68           48            11            6           191         504          173
2003                          870            10              43        122          120          118          129         152            40           68           49            11            6           189         506          175
                                                                                                                                                         Age group
Mid-year                  All ages    Under 1      1–4         5–14       15–24      25–34      35–44      45–59      60–64      65–74      75–84      85–89     90 and      Under       16–          65/60
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           over          16         64/59      and over
Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                   Numbers (thousands) National Statistics   44
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Table 1.5 Population: age, sex and legal marital status
                                   Total                                                            Males                                                                                                       Females                                  
Mid-year                 population           Single            Married          Divorced         Widowed            Total               Single            Married           Divorced         Widowed            Total 
England and Wales                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Numbers (thousands) 
Note:  Figures may not add exactly due to rounding.
1  Following evidence from the 2001 Census, estimates of under-enumeration were revised for 1991 estimates and a revised population estimate back series by age and sex issued for 
1982–1990. These revisions have yet to be taken account of in the marital status estimates for 1986.
Aged
16 and over
1971                          36,818                4,173            12,522               187                   682           17,563              3,583             12,566                 296                  2,810           19,255
1976                          37,486                4,369            12,511               376                   686           17,941              3,597             12,538                 533                  2,877           19,545
1981                          38,724                5,013            12,238               611                   698           18,559              4,114             12,284                 828                  2,939           20,165
19861                         39,837                5,625            11,867               917                   695           19,103              4,617             12,000               1,165                  2,953           20,734
1991                          40,501                5,891            11,636             1,187                   727           19,441              4,817             11,833               1,459                  2,951           21,060
1996                          40,827                6,225            11,310             1,346                   733           19,614              5,168             11,433               1,730                  2,881           21,212
1997                          40,966                6,337            11,240             1,379                   734           19,690              5,288             11,353               1,781                  2,855           21,276
1998                          41,121                6,450            11,183             1,405                   735           19,773              5,406             11,284               1,827                  2,832           21,349
1999                          41,325                6,582            11,143             1,433                   732           19,890              5,526             11,235               1,875                  2,800           21,435
2000                          41,569                6,721            11,113             1,456                   731           20,022              5,650             11,199               1,927                  2,772           21,547
2001                          41,865                6,894            11,090             1,482                   733           20,198              5,798             11,150               1,975                  2,745           21,667
2002                          42,135                7,076            11,015             1,535                   731           20,357              5,961             11,073               2,035                  2,709           21,778
2003                          42,413                7,261            10,940             1,590                   728           20,520              6,128             11,000               2,096                  2,668           21,892
16–19
1971                            2,666                1,327                   34                   0                      0             1,362              1,163                 142                     0                        0             1,305
1976                            2,901                1,454                   28                   0                      0             1,482              1,289                 129                     0                        0             1,419
1981                            3,310                1,675                   20                   0                      0             1,694              1,523                   93                     0                        0             1,616
19861                           3,131                1,587                   10                   0                      0             1,596              1,484                   49                     1                        0             1,535
1991                            2,665                1,358                    8                   0                      0             1,366              1,267                   32                     0                        0             1,300
1996                            2,402                1,209                    6                   0                      0             1,216              1,164                   21                     0                        0             1,186
1997                            2,478                1,246                    6                   0                      0             1,253              1,203                   20                     1                        1             1,225
1998                            2,532                1,274                    6                   1                      0             1,281              1,230                   20                     1                        1             1,251
1999                            2,543                1,280                    6                   1                      1             1,288              1,234                   20                     1                        1             1,255
2000                            2,523                1,276                    6                   1                      1             1,283              1,221                   18                     1                        1             1,240
2001                            2,567                1,304                    5                   1                      1             1,312              1,237                   16                     1                        1             1,255
2002                            2,633                1,347                    4                   1                      1             1,353              1,266                   13                     1                        1             1,280
2003                            2,702                1,386                    4                   1                      1             1,391              1,299                   12                     0                        1             1,311
20–24
1971                            3,773                1,211                 689                   3                      0             1,904                 745               1,113                     9                        2             1,869
1976                            3,395                1,167                 557                   4                      0             1,728                 725                 925                   16                        2             1,667
1981                            3,744                1,420                 466                 10                      1             1,896              1,007                 811                   27                        2             1,847
19861                           4,171                1,768                 317                 14                      0             2,099              1,383                 657                   32                        1             2,072
1991                            3,911                1,717                 242                 12                      0             1,971              1,421                 490                   29                        1             1,941
1996                            3,291                1,538                 117                   3                      0             1,658              1,361                 260                   11                        1             1,633
1997                            3,141                1,479                   99                   3                      0             1,580              1,325                 225                     9                        1             1,561
1998                            3,047                1,442                   86                   2                      0             1,530              1,306                 201                     8                        1             1,517
1999                            3,047                1,449                   78                   2                      0             1,530              1,320                 188                     8                        1             1,517
2000                            3,088                1,470                   74                   3                      0             1,548              1,352                 180                     8                        1             1,540
2001                            3,157                1,501                   74                   3                      1             1,579              1,390                 178                     8                        1             1,578
2002                            3,211                1,534                   69                   3                      1             1,607              1,428                 166                     8                        1             1,604
2003                            3,283                1,573                   69                   3                      1             1,646              1,466                 161                     8                        1             1,637
25–29
1971                            3,267                   431              1,206                 16                      1             1,654                 215               1,367                   29                        4             1,614
1976                            3,758                   533              1,326                 39                      2             1,900                 267               1,522                   65                        5             1,859
1981                            3,372                   588              1,057                 54                      1             1,700                 331               1,247                   89                        4             1,671
19861                           3,713                   835                 949                 79                      1             1,863                 527               1,207                 113                        4             1,850
1991                            4,154                1,132                 856                 82                      1             2,071                 800               1,158                 123                        2             2,083
1996                            3,950                1,273                 650                 46                      1             1,970                 977                 906                   93                        3             1,980
1997                            3,877                1,294                 595                 42                      1             1,932              1,012                 844                   85                        3             1,945
1998                            3,789                1,304                 544                 38                      1             1,887              1,039                 783                   77                        3             1,902
1999                            3,687                1,304                 497                 34                      1             1,836              1,051                 725                   72                        3             1,851
2000                            3,605                1,305                 459                 31                      1             1,796              1,065                 677                   65                        3             1,810
2001                            3,487                1,293                 420                 28                      1             1,742              1,059                 625                   58                        3             1,745
2002                            3,348                1,276                 371                 26                      1             1,674              1,052                 567                   52                        3             1,674
2003                            3,262                1,271                 337                 25                      1             1,634              1,053                 524                   49                        2             1,628
See  'Notes to tables'.45   National Statistics   
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                                                                                                                                                                         England and Wales                                                                                                                                                                          England and Wales Table 1.5
continued
Population: age, sex and legal marital status
                                  Total                                                            Males                                                                                                       Females                                                
Mid-year                 
population
          Single            Married          Divorced         Widowed            Total               Single            Married           Divorced         Widowed            Total 
England and Wales                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Numbers (thousands) 
See notes opposite.
30–34
1971                            2,897                   206              1,244                 23                      3             1,475                 111               1,269                   34                        8             1,422
1976                            3,220                   236              1,338                 55                      3             1,632                 118               1,388                   75                        8             1,588
1981                            3,715                   318              1,451                 97                      3             1,869                 165               1,544                 129                        9             1,846
19861                           3,338                   355              1,197               124                      2             1,679                 206               1,293                 154                        6             1,660
1991                            3,708                   520              1,172               155                      2             1,849                 335               1,330                 189                        5             1,859
1996                            4,126                   776              1,135               138                      2             2,050                 551               1,316                 201                        7             2,076
1997                            4,151                   817              1,111               133                      2             2,064                 589               1,293                 198                        7             2,088
1998                            4,136                   848              1,078               127                      3             2,056                 621               1,259                 193                        7             2,081
1999                            4,113                   877              1,043               121                      3             2,044                 651               1,223                 188                        7             2,069
2000                            4,076                   904              1,007               114                      2             2,027                 679               1,182                 181                        7             2,049
2001                            4,050                   934                 971               108                      2             2,016                 711               1,142                 174                        7             2,033
2002                            4,000                   961                 921               105                      2             1,990                 743               1,094                 167                        6             2,010
2003                            3,928                   981                 868               102                      2             1,954                 767               1,043                 159                        6             1,974
35–44
1971                            5,736                   317              2,513                 48                     13             2,891                 201               2,529                   66                      48             2,845
1976                            5,608                   286              2,442               104                     12             2,843                 167               2,427                 129                      42             2,765
1981                            5,996                   316              2,519               178                     12             3,024                 170               2,540                 222                      41             2,972
19861                           6,856                   396              2,738               293                     12             3,438                 213               2,815                 350                      39             3,418
1991                            7,022                   477              2,632               384                     11             3,504                 280               2,760                 444                      34             3,517
1996                            7,017                   653              2,426               398                     12             3,489                 427               2,568                 497                      36             3,528
1997                            7,155                   708              2,433               403                     12             3,556                 472               2,580                 511                      36             3,599
1998                            7,304                   768              2,442               405                     13             3,627                 522               2,596                 523                      36             3,677
1999                            7,475                   832              2,459               408                     13             3,711                 577               2,617                 533                      37             3,763
2000                            7,661                   899              2,481               410                     12             3,802                 635               2,640                 547                      37             3,859
2001                            7,816                   963              2,494               411                     12             3,881                 692               2,649                 558                      36             3,935
2002                            7,962                1,031              2,489               424                     12             3,955                 751               2,650                 571                      35             4,007
2003                            8,062                1,089              2,471               435                     12             4,006                 805               2,634                 583                      34             4,056
45–64
1971                          11,887                   502              4,995                 81                   173             5,751                 569               4,709                 125                    733             6,136
1976                          11,484                   496              4,787               141                   160             5,583                 462               4,568                 188                    683             5,901
1981                          11,040                   480              4,560               218                   147             5,405                 386               4,358                 271                    620             5,635
19861                         10,860                   461              4,422               331                   141             5,355                 327               4,220                 388                    570             5,505
1991                          10,960                   456              4,394               456                   127             5,433                 292               4,211                 521                    503             5,527
1996                          11,820                   528              4,587               628                   121             5,864                 318               4,466                 732                    440             5,956
1997                          11,927                   545              4,593               656                   120             5,914                 328               4,486                 770                    430             6,014
1998                          12,055                   565              4,608               681                   121             5,974                 340               4,512                 807                    422             6,080
1999                          12,198                   589              4,627               706                   121             6,043                 355               4,541                 844                    415             6,155
2000                          12,328                   615              4,638               727                   121             6,101                 372               4,564                 881                    410             6,227
2001                          12,447                   644              4,647               747                   121             6,159                 391               4,578                 918                    401             6,289
2002                          12,580                   671              4,649               780                   120             6,220                 413               4,596                 960                    391             6,359
2003                          12,715                   702              4,647               815                   118             6,283                 437               4,613               1,002                    380             6,433
65 and over
1971                            6,592                   179              1,840                 17                   492             2,527                 580               1,437                   32                  2,016             4,065
1976                            7,119                   197              2,033                 33                   510             2,773                 569               1,579                   60                  2,138             4,347
1981                            7,548                   216              2,167                 54                   534             2,971                 533               1,692                   90                  2,263             4,578
19861                           7,768                   223              2,234                 76                   539             3,072                 477               1,759                 127                  2,333             4,696
1991                            8,080                   231              2,332                 99                   586             3,248                 422               1,853                 152                  2,405             4,832
1996                            8,221                   247              2,390               134                   597             3,367                 369               1,897                 196                  2,393             4,854
1997                            8,237                   248              2,404               143                   597             3,391                 358               1,904                 207                  2,377             4,845
1998                            8,258                   250              2,418               152                   597             3,417                 348               1,913                 218                  2,362             4,841
1999                            8,262                   251              2,431               161                   594             3,437                 338               1,922                 230                  2,336             4,825
2000                            8,287                   252              2,449               171                   593             3,466                 327               1,938                 243                  2,313             4,821
2001                            8,342                   254              2,478               183                   595             3,510                 318               1,960                 259                  2,295             4,832
2002                            8,400                   256              2,511               197                   595             3,557                 308               1,987                 276                  2,272             4,843
2003                            8,461                   258              2,544               211                   594             3,607                 301               2,015                 294                  2,244             4,854National Statistics   46
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Table 1.6 Components of population change
Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                   Numbers (thousands) 
Mid-year to mid-year     Population at        Total                    Components of change (mid-year to mid-year or annual averages)                                   Population at end
                                   start of period      annual                                                                                                                                                                                          of period
                                                              change              Live           Deaths            Natural                           Net civilian migration                               Other
                                                                                      births                                 change                                           changes                      
                                                                                                                            (Live births –      
Total1  To/from     To/from  To/from
                                                                                                                                deaths)                        
rest of UK      Irish Republic     rest of the
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
world
United Kingdom
1971–76                             55,928            + 58              766              670               + 96              –  55               –                           –  55                         + 16              56,216
1976–81                             56,216            + 27              705              662               + 42              –  33               –                           –  33                         + 18              56,352
1981–86                             56,357            + 65              733              662               + 70              –   5               –                                 ..                                ..             56,684
1986–91                             56,684            +148              782              647               +135              +  13               –                                 ..                                ..             57,439
1995–962                            58,025            +140              722              645               + 77              +  62               –                                 ..                                ..             58,164        
1996–972                            58,164            +150              740              637               +103              +  47               –                                 ..                                ..             58,314
1997–982                            58,314            +161              718              617               +100              +  60               –                                 ..                                ..             58,475
1998–992                            58,475            +209              713              634               + 77              +133               –                                 ..                                ..             58,684
1999–20002                         58,684            +202              688              626               + 62              +139               –                                 ..                                ..             58,886
2000–012                            58,886            +227              674              599               + 74              +153               –                                 ..                                ..             59,113
2001–022                            59,113            +208              663              601               + 62              +146               –                                 ..                                ..             59,322
2002–032                            59,322            +232              682              605               + 77              +155               –                                 ..                                ..             59,554
England and Wales
1971–76                             49,152            + 61              644              588               + 76              –  28              +10           –  9                   –  29           + 13              49,459
1976–81                             49,459            + 35              612              582               + 30              –   9              +11           –  3                   –  17           + 14              49,634
1981–86                             49,634            + 73              639              582               + 57              +  16                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             49,999
1986–91                             49,999            +150              689              569               +120              +  30                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             50,748
1995–962                            51,272            +138              640              569               + 71              +  67                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             51,410
1996    –972                            51,410            +149              655              562               + 93              +  56                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             51,560
1997–982                            51,560            +160              636              544               + 92              +  68                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             51,720
1998–992                            51,720            +213              630              558               + 72              +141                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             51,933
1999–20002                         51,933            +207              612              550               + 61              +146                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             52,140
2000–012                            52,140            +220              599              528               + 71              +149                    ..               ..                          ..                  ..             52,360
2001–022                            52,360            +210              591              530               + 61              +149                    ..               ..                          ..                  ..             52,570
2002–032                            52,570            +223              608              532               + 76              +147                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             52,794
England
1971–76                             46,412            + 50              627              552               + 75              –  35              +  1           –  9                   –  27           + 10              46,660
1976–81                             46,660            + 32              577              546               + 31              –  11              +  6           –  3                   –  15           + 12              46,821
1981–86                             46,821            + 73              603              547                + 56              + 18                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             47,188
1986–91                             47,188            +137              651              535               +116              + 21                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             47,875
1995–962                            48,383            +136              606              533               + 73              +  63                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             48,519
1996–972                            48,519            +146              620              527               + 93              +  53                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             48,665
1997–982                            48,665            +156              602              510               + 92              +  64                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             48,821
1998–992                            48,821            +212              598              523               + 74              +138                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             49,033
1999–20002                         48,033            +200              580              516               + 64              +136                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             49,233
2000–012                            49,233            +216              568              495               + 73              +144                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             49,450        
2001–022                            49,450            +197              560              497               + 63              +134                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             49,647
2002–032                            49,647            +209              578              498               + 79              +130                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..             49,856
Wales
1971–76                               2,740            + 12                37                36               +   1              +   7              +10                ..                   –   2           +   3                2,799
1976–81                               2,799            +   3                35                36               –    1              +   2              +  5                ..                   –   2           +   2                2,813
1981–86                               2,813            –    1                36                35               +   1              –   1                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,811
1986–91                               2,811            + 12                38                34               +   4              +   8                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,873
1995–962                              2,889            +   3                34                35               –    1              +   4                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,891
1996–972                              2,891            +   4                35                35                     –              +   3                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,895
1997–982                              2,895            +   5                34                34                     –              +   4                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,900
1998–992                              2,900            +   1                33                35               –    2              +   3                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,901
1999–20002                           2,901            +   6                31                34               –    3              +   9                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,907
2000–012                              2,907            +   3                31                33               –    2              +   5                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,910
2001–022                              2,910            + 13                30                33               –    3              +  16                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,923
2002–032                              2,923            + 15                31                33               –    3              +  17                   ..               ..                          ..                  ..               2,938
Scotland
1971–76                               5,236                  –                73                64               +   9              –  14              –  4                        –   10                        +   4                5,233
1976–81                               5,233            –  11                66                64               +   2              –  16              –  7                        –   10                        +   4                5,180
1981–86                               5,180            –  14                66                64               +   2              –  16              –  7                        –     7                        +   1                5,112
1986–91                               5,112            –    6                66                62               +   3              –   9                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,083
1995–96                               5,104            –  12                59                61               –    2              –   9                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,092
1996–97                               5,092            –    9                60                60                     –              –   9                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,083
1997–98                               5,083            –    6                58                59               –    1              –   6                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,077
1998–99                               5,077            –    5                57                60               –    4              –   1                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,072
1999–2000                            5,072            –    9                54                60               –    6              –   3                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,063
2000–01                               5,063            +   1                53                57               –    4              +   5                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,064
2001–02                               5,064            –    9                51                57               –    6              –   3                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,055
2002–03                               5,055            +   3                52                58               –    7              +   9                   ..                               ..                              ..               5,057
Northern Ireland
1971–76                               1,540            –    3                28                17               + 11              –  14              –  7                        –     7                        –   1                1,524
1976–81                               1,524            +   3                27                17               + 10              –   8              –  4                        –     3                        + 17                1,543
1981–86                               1,543            +   6                28                16               + 12              –   5              –  3                        –     1                              –                1,574
1986–91                               1,574            +   7                27                16               + 12              –   5              –  3                        –     1                              –                1,607
1995–96                               1,649            + 13                24                15               +   8              +   5                   ..                               ..                             –                1,662
1996–97                               1,662            + 10                25                15               + 10              –   1                   ..                               ..                       +   1                1,671
1997–98                               1,671            +   7                24                15               +   9              –   2                   ..                               ..                             –                1,678
1998–99                               1,678            +   1                23                15               +   8              –   5                   ..                               ..                       –   2                1,679
1999–2000                            1,679            +   4                22                16               +   7              –   2                   ..                               ..                       –   1                1,683
2000–01                               1,683            +   6                22                14               +   7              –   2                   ..                               ..                       +   1                1,689
2001–02                               1,689            +   7                21                14               +   7                   _                   ..                               ..                             _                1,697
2002–03                               1,697            +   6                21                15               +   7              –   1                   ..                               ..                              ..               1,703
{
{
{
{
1  For UK, England, Wales and Scotland from 1981 onwards, this column is not an estimate of net civilian migration; it also includes “other” changes. It has been derived by subtraction using  
    revised population estimates and natural change.
2  These revised population estimates were published on 9 September 2004 (for mid-2001 and mid-2002) and 7 October 2004 (for mid-1992 to mid-2000), following the local authority    
    population studies, and replace all earlier versions. All ﬁ  gures shown on this table are now therefore on a consistent basis. 47   National Statistics   
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Table 2.1 Vital statistics summary
United Kingdom
1976                        675.5       12.0           61.1           90        406.0           ..         135.4           ..         680.8       12.1             9.79      14.5           6.68        9.9          12.25         18.0
1981                        730.7       13.0           91.3         125        397.8       49.4        156.4        11.3        658.0       11.7             8.16      11.2           4.93        6.7           8.79         12.0
1986                        754.8       13.3         154.3         204        393.9           ..         168.2           ..         660.7       11.7             7.18        9.5           4.00        5.3           7.31          9.6
1991                        792.3       13.8         236.1         298        349.7           ..         173.5           ..         646.2       11.2             5.82        7.4           3.46        4.4           6.45          8.1
1996                        733.2       12.6         260.4         355        317.5           ..         171.7           ..         636.0       10.9             4.50        6.1           3.00        4.1           6.41          8.7
1999                        700.0       11.9         271.6         388        301.1           ..         158.7           ..         632.1       10.8             4.05        5.8           2.73        3.9           5.79          8.2
2000                        679.0       11.5         268.1         395        305.9           ..         154.6           ..         608.4       10.3             3.79        5.6           2.63        3.9           5.56          8.1
2001                        669.1
            11.3
              268.0         401
              286.1           ..         156.8           ..         602.3       10.2             3.66        5.5           2.43        3.6           5.39          8.0
2002                        668.8       11.3         271.7         406        293.0           ..         160.5           ..         606.2
           10.2             3.50        5.2           2.36        3.5           5.57          8.3
2003                        695.6       11.7         288.5         415        306.0p          ..         166.7p          ..         612.0       10.3                      3.69        5.3           2.53        3.6           5.94          8.5
2004                        716.0
p      12.0
p        302.6
p        423
p            ..            ..               ..            ..         584.8P            9.8P            3.66P       5.1P          2.48P       3.5P          5.87P         8.2P
2002    Sept              173.8       11.7           71.0         409              120.8                   ..                   41.1           ..         139.8        9.3             0.83        4.8           0.56        3.2           1.37          7.8
                 Dec               168.9       11.4           69.9         414          54.4           ..           39.8           ..         157.0
           
10.5             0.92        5.4           0.62        3.7           1.41          8.3
2003   March            165.6       11.3           68.7         415         38.0
p          ..           42.6
p          ..         162.5       11.1             0.96        5.8           0.65        3.9           1.45          8.7
          June               173.4       11.7           70.3         405         85.0
p          ..           42.0
p          ..         145.8        9.8             0.88        5.0           0.60        3.4           1.49          8.5
          Sept              182.2       12.2           75.7         415        127.0p          ..           41.3p          ..         140.7        9.4             0.89        4.9           0.62        3.4           1.52          8.3
          Dec               174.3       11.6           73.6         423         56.0
p          ..           40.8
p          ..         162.2       10.8                      0.96        5.5           0.66        3.8           1.49          8.5
2004   March            174.3P      11.7P          73.6P        422P            ..            ..               ..            ..         161.1P      10.9P            0.96P       5.5P          0.64P       3.7P          1.51P         8.6P
          June               176.2p      11.9p          73.1p        415p            ..            ..               ..            ..         139.7P       9.4P            0.88P       5.0P          0.60P       3.4P          1.46P         8.2P
          Sept              184.7p      12.4p          78.2p        423p            ..            ..               ..            ..         135.5P       9.1P            0.92P       4.9P          0.64P       3.5P          1.54P         8.3P
                 Dec                     ..           ..               ..               ..            ..            ..               ..            ..         148.3P       9.9P            0.91P       5.0P          0.60P       3.3P          1.37P         7.6P 
England and Wales
1976                        584.3       11.8           53.8           92        358.6       57.7        126.7        10.1        598.5       12.1             8.34      14.3           5.66        9.7          10.45         17.7
1981                        634.5       12.8           81.0         128        352.0       49.6        145.7        11.9        577.9       11.6             7.02      11.1           4.23        6.7           7.56         11.8
1986                        661.0       13.2         141.3         214        347.9       43.6        153.9        12.9        581.2       11.6             6.31        9.6           3.49        5.3           6.37          9.6
1991                        699.2       13.8         211.3         302        306.8       36.0        158.7        13.5        570.0       11.2             5.16        7.4           3.05        4.4           5.65          8.0
1996                        649.5       12.6         232.7         358        279.0       30.9        157.1        13.8        560.1       10.9             3.99        6.1           2.68        4.1           5.62          8.6
1999                        621.9       12.0         241.9         389        263.5       27.8        144.6        12.9        556.1       10.7             3.62        5.8           2.44        3.9           5.14          8.2
2000                        604.4       11.6         238.6         395        268.0       27.8        141.1        12.7        535.7       10.3             3.38        5.6           2.34        3.9           4.96          8.2
2001                        594.6       11.4         238.1         400
              249.2       25.4        143.8        12.9        530.4       10.1             3.24        5.4           2.14        3.6           4.76          8.0
2002                        596.1       11.3         242.0         406        255.6       25.6        147.7        13.4        533.5       10.1             3.13        5.2           2.13        3.6           4.99          8.3
2003                        621.5       11.8         257.2         414        268.0
p      26.1
p       153.5
p
       14.0
p
      538.3       10.2                      3.31        5.3           2.26        3.6           5.34          8.5
2004                        639.7
p      12.1
p        269.7
p        422
p            ..            ..               ..            ..         514.3P       9.7P            3.27P       5.1P          2.24P       3.5P          5.25P         8.2P
2002   Sept              155.0       11.7           63.5         409              105.7
            42.0
                 38.0        13.6             122.7        9.3             0.82        4.7           0.50        3.2           1.23          7.9
                 Dec               150.6       11.4           62.3         414         46.9       18.6          36.6
             13.1
             138.2       10.4             0.83        5.5           0.55        3.7           1.26          8.3
2003   March            147.4       11.3           61.0         414         33.9
p      13.4
p         39.4p       14.6p       143.0       11.0             0.86        5.9           0.60        3.9           1.32          8.9
                 
June               155.1       11.8           62.8         405         74.8
p      29.3
p         38.6p       14.1p       128.3        9.7             0.80        5.1           0.55        3.5           1.34          8.6
          Sept              162.9
            12.2           67.6         415        111.0
p      43.0
p         37.9p       13.7p       123.9        9.3             0.79        4.8           0.55        3.4           1.36          8.3
          Dec               156.0       11.7           65.8         422         48.0
p      18.7
p         37.6p       13.6p       143.1       10.8                      0.86        5.5           0.59        3.7           1.32          8.4
2004   March            155.2P      11.8P          65.2P        421P            ..            ..           39.4p       14.5p       142.0P      10.8P            0.86P       5.6P          0.59P       3.8P          1.34P         8.6P
                June               157.4
p          
11.9
p                
65.2
p             
414
p                     
..            ..           38.0p       13.9p       122.5P       9.3P            0.78P       4.9P          0.53P       3.4P          1.29P         8.2P
          Sept               165.4
p      12.4
p          70.2
p        424
p            ..            ..           38.9p       14.1p       119.0P       9.0P            0.81P       4.9P          0.57P       3.5P          1.38P         8.3P
          Dec               161.7
p      12.1
p          69.1
p        427
p            ..            ..               ..            ..         130.6P       9.8P            0.82P       5.1P          0.55P       3.4P          1.24P         7.6P
England
1976                        550.4       11.8           50.8           92        339.0           ..               ..            ..         560.3       12.0             7.83      14.2           5.32        9.7           9.81         17.6
1981                        598.2       12.8           76.9         129        332.2           ..               ..            ..         541.0       11.6             6.50      10.9           3.93        6.6           7.04         11.7
1986                        623.6       13.2         133.5         214        328.4           ..         146.0           ..         544.5       11.6             5.92        9.5           3.27        5.2           5.98          9.5
1991                        660.8       13.7         198.9         301        290.1           ..         150.1           ..         534.0       11.2             4.86        7.3           2.87        4.3           5.33          8.0
1996                        614.2       12.7         218.2         355        264.2           ..         148.7           ..         524.0       10.8             3.74        6.1           2.53        4.1           5.36          8.7
1999                        589.5       12.0         226.7         385        249.5           ..         137.0           ..         519.6       10.8             3.38        5.7           2.29        3.9           4.86          8.2
2000                        572.8       11.7         223.8         391        253.8           ..         133.9           ..         501.0       10.2             3.18        5.6           2.21        3.9           4.69          8.2
2001
                                        563.7       11.4         223.3         396
              236.2           ..         136.4           ..         496.1       10.0             3.04        5.4           2.02        3.6           4.51          8.0
2002                        565.7       11.4         227.0         401        242.1           ..         140.2           ..         499.1       10.1             2.97        5.2           2.02        3.6           4.75          8.3
2003                        589.9       11.8         241.4         409        253.0
p          ..         145.8p          ..         503.4       10.1                      3.14        5.3           2.15        3.7           5.01          8.5
2004                        607.2
p      12.1
p        253.1
p        417
p            ..            ..               ..            ..         480.7P       9.6P            3.07P       5.1P          2.12P       3.5P          4.97P         8.1P
2002   Sept              147.1       11.8           59.5         404         99.9           ..           36.1           ..         114.6        8.6             0.69        4.7           0.47        3.2           1.15          7.8
                 Dec               142.9       11.4           58.4         409         44.5           ..           34.7
                   ..         129.3        9.8             0.79        5.5           0.53        3.7           1.19          8.3
2003    March            139.9       11.4           57.2         409         32.1
p          ..           37.5P          ..         133.8       10.9             0.83        5.9           0.55        3.9           1.25          8.9
  June               147.3       11.8           58.9         400          70.8
p          ..           36.6P          ..         119.6        9.1             0.76        5.1           0.52        3.6           1.28          8.6
  Sept               154.5       12.3           63.4         411         105.0
p          ..           36.0P          ..         116.0        8.7             0.74        4.8           0.52        3.3           1.28          8.3
  Dec               148.2       11.8           61.8         417          46.0
p          ..           35.7P          ..         134.0       10.1                      0.82        5.5           0.56        3.8           1.26          8.4
2004  March            147.3P      11.8P          61.2P        416  P            ..            ..           37.4p          ..         132.8P      10.7P            0.81P       5.5P          0.55P       3.7P          1.22P         8.5P 
  June               149.6P      12.0P          61.3p        410p            ..            ..           36.0p          ..         114.6P       9.2P            0.73P       4.9P          0.51P       3.4P          1.23P         8.2P
  Sept               156.9P      12.5P          65.8
p        420 
p            ..            ..           36.9p                     111.1P       8.9P            0.74P       4.7P          0.53P       3.4P          1.31P         8.3P
  Dec               153.3
p      12.2P          64.7
p        422
p            ..            ..               ..            ..         122.0P       9.7P            0.79P       5.1P          0.53P       3.5P          1.18P         7.7P
Year and                         All live                  Live births                Marriages                Divorces                  Deaths                     Infant                   Neonatal                    Perinatal
quarter                           births              outside marriage                                                                                                       mortality5                mortality6                   mortality7
                              Number     Rate1     Number     Rate2     Number     Rate3     Number     Rate4     Number     Rate1     Number     Rate2     Number     Rate2     Number        Rate8
Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                   Numbers (thousands) and rates  
Notes:  Rates for the most recent quarters will be particularly subject to revision, even 
 when  stan  dard detail is given, as they are based on pro  vi  sion  al numbers or on es  ti  mates 
 de  rived from events reg  is  tered in the period. 
  Figures for England and Wales represent the number of deaths registered in each  
year up to 1992, and the number of deaths occurring in each year from 1993 to 2003. 
Provisional ﬁ  gures for 2004 relate to registrations. Death rates for 2004 are based on 
2003-based population projections for 2004.
  Birth and death ﬁ  gures for England and also for Wales each exclude events for persons 
usu  al  ly resident outside England and Wales. These events are, however, included in the 
totals for En  gland and Wales combined, and for the United Kingdom.
  From 1981 births to non-resident mothers in Northern Ireland are excluded from the 
ﬁ g   ures for Northern Ireland, and for the United Kingdom.
See 'Notes to tables'.
  Birth rates for 2004 are based on the 2003-based population projections for 
2004. 
  Marriage and divorce rates in England and Wales for 1986 have been calculated 
using the interim revised marital status estimates (based on the original mid-
2001 estimates) and are subject to further revision. Marriage and divorce rates 
for 2004 in Scotland are based on 2003 marital status estimates. Figures for 
2003 may not add precisely due to rounding.National Statistics   48
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Table 2.1
continued
Vital statistics summary
Wales
1976                          33.4       11.9            2.9           86         19.5           ..               ..            ..           36.3       13.0             0.46      13.7           0.32        9.6           0.64         19.0
1981                          35.8       12.7            4.0         112         19.8           ..               ..            ..           35.0       12.4             0.45      12.6           0.29        8.1           0.51         14.1
1986                          37.0       13.1            7.8         211         19.5           ..             7.9           ..           34.7       12.3             0.35        9.5           0.21        5.6           0.38         10.3
1991                          38.1       13.3           12.3         323         16.6           ..             8.6           ..           34.1       11.9             0.25        6.6           0.16        4.1           0.30          7.9
1996                          34.9       12.1           14.4         412         14.8           ..             8.4           ..           34.6       12.0             0.20        5.6           0.13        3.6           0.26          7.5
1999                          32.1       11.1           14.8         461         14.0           ..             7.5           ..           35.0       12.1             0.20        6.1           0.13        4.0           0.25          7.7
2000                          31.3       10.8           14.8         472         14.1           ..             7.2           ..           33.3       11.5             0.17        5.3           0.11        3.5           0.23          7.2
2001                          30.6       10.5           14.8         483                 13.0           ..             7.4           ..           33.0       11.3             0.16        5.4           0.11        3.5           0.23          7.5
2002                          30.2       10.3           15.0         497         13.5           ..             7.6           ..           33.2       11.3             0.14        4.5           0.10        3.2           0.24          7.7
2003                          31.4       10.7           15.8         503         14.4p          ..             7.7p          ..           33.7           11.5                      0.13        4.3           0.10        3.1           0.24          7.5
2004                          32.3
p      10.9
p          16.6
p        513
p            ..            ..               ..                         32.3P      10.9P            0.16P       5.1P          0.11P       3.3P          0.26P         7.9P
2002   Sept                  7.9       10.7            4.0         505                    5.8                   ..                      1.9                   ..                     7.7       10.5             0.04        4.6           0.03        3.7           0.07          8.7
                 Dec                   7.7       10.4            3.9         513           2.4           ..             1.9                   ..            8.5       11.6             0.03        4.0           0.02        3.1           0.06          8.0
2003   March                7.5       10.3            3.8         505           1.7p          ..             2.0P          ..            8.9       12.3             0.04        4.7           0.03        3.8           0.06          7.7
                 June                   7.8       10.7            3.9         494           4.0p          ..             2.0P          ..            8.3       11.4             0.03        4.0           0.02        2.7           0.06          7.3
          Sept                  8.3       11.2            4.2         503           6.2p          ..             1.9P          ..            7.6       10.2             0.04        4.6           0.03        3.5           0.07          8.2
          Dec                   7.8       10.5            4.0         511           2.5p          ..             1.9p          ..            8.8           11.9                      0.03        3.8           0.02        2.3           0.05          6.9
2004   March                7.8P      10.6P           4.0P        514P            ..            ..             2.0P          ..            8.9P      12.2P            0.04P       5.8P          0.03P       4.1P          0.08P        10.1P
                June                   7.8P      10.6P                   3.9p        500P                     ..            ..             2.0P          ..            7.7P      10.5P            0.04P       4.6P          0.02P       3.0P          0.06P         7.5P
          Sept                   8.4P      11.4P           4.3P        512P            ..            ..             2.1P          ..            7.5P      10.2P            0.05P       6.2P          0.03P       4.0P          0.06P         7.7P
                Dec                   8.3
p      11.2
p           4.4
p        523
p            ..            ..               ..            ..            8.2P      11.1P            0.03P       3.8P          0.02P       2.0P          0.05P         6.6P
Scotland
1976                          64.9       12.5            6.0           93         37.5       53.8            8.1         6.5          65.3       12.5             0.96      14.8           0.67       10.3           1.20         18.3
1981                          69.1       13.4            8.5         122         36.2       47.5            9.9         8.0          63.8       12.3             0.78      11.3           0.47        6.9           0.81         11.6
1986                          65.8       12.9           13.6         206         35.8       42.9          12.8        10.7          63.5       12.4             0.58        8.8           0.34        5.2           0.67         10.2
1991                          67.0       13.2           19.5         291         33.8       39.0          12.4        10.6          61.0       12.0             0.47        7.1           0.29        4.6           0.58          8.6
1996                          59.3       11.6           21.4         360         30.2       33.2          12.3        10.9          60.7       11.9             0.37        6.2           0.23        3.9           0.55          9.2
1999                          55.1       10.9           22.7         412         29.9       31.5          11.9        10.9          60.3       11.9             0.28        5.0           0.18        3.3           0.42          7.6
2000                          53.1       10.5           22.6         426         30.4       31.6          11.1        10.3          57.8       11.4             0.31        5.7           0.21        4.0           0.45          8.4
2001                          52.5       10.4           22.8         433         29.6       31.0          10.6         9.7          57.4       11.3             0.29        5.5           0.20        3.8           0.45          8.5
2002                          51.3       10.1           22.5         440         29.8       30.8          10.8        10.0          58.1       11.5             0.27        5.3           0.16        3.2           0.39          7.6
2003                          52.4       10.4           23.9         455         30.7p      31.3P         10.1p       10.2p         58.5       11.6                      0.27        5.1           0.18        3.4           0.42          8.0
2004                          54.0
p      10.7
p          25.2
p        467
p            ..            ..               ..            ..           56.2P      11.1P            0.27P       4.9P          0.17P       3.1P          0.44P         8.1P
2002    Sept                13.2       10.4            5.7         431         11.9       48.9            2.6         9.6                13.6       10.7             0.07        5.2           0.05        3.7           0.10          7.3
                 Dec                 13.1       10.2            5.9         450           6.2       25.3            2.7        10.0          15.2       11.9             0.07        5.1           0.04        3.4           0.10          7.9
2003   March              12.8       10.3            5.9         462           3.7p      15.2p           2.5P        9.4p         15.7       12.6             0.07        5.5           0.05        3.8           0.09          6.9
                 June                 12.9       10.3            5.8         447           8.4p      34.2p           3.0P       11.1p         14.1       11.2             0.06        4.3           0.03        2.5           0.11          8.2
          Sept                13.8       10.8            6.2         448         12.3P      49.7P           2.6P        9.7P         13.3       10.4             0.07        4.9           0.05        3.4           0.11          8.1
          Dec                 13.0       10.2            6.0         464           6.3P      25.5P           2.7P       10.1P         15.4       12.1                      0.07        5.6           0.05        3.8           0.12          8.9
2004   March              13.5P      10.7P                   6.4P        472P          3.9P      15.8P           2.9P       10.8P               15.3P      12.2P            0.06P       4.6P          0.04P       2.7P          0.12P         9.2P
          June                 13.3P      10.6P           6.1P        459P          8.7P      35.7P           2.8P       10.4P         13.6P      10.8P            0.07P       5.1P          0.05P       3.6P          0.11P         8.4P
          Sept                 13.8P      11.0P           6.4P        462P               12.7P      51.5P           2.7P       10.2P               13.1P      10.3P            0.07P       5.3P          0.05P       3.4P          0.11P         7.8P
                Dec                 13.3
p      10.6
p           6.3
p        475
p            ..            ..             2.8
p       10.3
p         14.2P      11.2P            0.06P       4.7P          0.03P       2.6P          0.09P         6.9P
Northern Ireland
1976                          26.4       17.3            1.3           50           9.9           ..             0.6           ..           17.0       11.2             0.48      18.3           0.35       13.3           0.59         22.3
1981                          27.2       17.6            1.9           70           9.6       45.4            1.4         4.2          16.3       10.6             0.36      13.2           0.23        8.3           0.42         15.3
1986                          28.0       17.8            3.6         128         10.2           ..             1.5           ..           16.1       10.3             0.36      13.2           0.23        8.3           0.42         15.3
1991                          26.0       16.2            5.3         203           9.2           ..             2.3           ..           15.1        9.4             0.19        7.4           0.12        4.6           0.22          8.4
1996                          24.4       14.7            6.3         260           8.3           ..             2.3           ..           15.2        9.2             0.14        5.8           0.09        3.7           0.23          9.4
1999                          23.0       13.7            7.0         303           7.6           ..             2.3           ..           15.7        9.3             0.15        6.4           0.11        4.8           0.23         10.0
2000                          21.5       12.8            6.8         318           7.6           ..             2.4           ..           14.9        8.9             0.11        5.1           0.82        3.8           0.15          7.3
2001                          22.0       13.0            7.1         325                    7.3           ..             2.4           ..           14.5        8.6             0.13        6.1           0.98        4.5           0.19          8.5
2002                          21.4       12.6            7.2         335           7.6           ..             2.2           ..           14.6        8.6             0.10        4.7           0.74        3.5           0.19          8.9
2003                          21.6       12.7            7.4         344           7.8P          ..             2.3P          ..           14.5        8.5             0.11        5.3           0.87        4.0           0.18          8.1
2004                          22.3
p      13.1
p           7.7
p        345             ..            ..               ..                         14.4P       8.4P            0.12P       5.5P          0.83P       3.7P          0.18P         8.1P
2002    Sept                  5.5       13.0            1.9         335           3.3                   ..                      4.9                   ..                     3.5        8.2             0.02        4.2           0.02        2.9           0.05          8.6
                 Dec                   5.2       12.2            1.7         336           1.3           ..             4.9           ..            3.7        8.6             0.03        5.2           0.02        3.8           0.05         10.1
2003   March                5.4            12.7            1.8         344           0.8P          ..             6.6P          ..            3.9        9.2             0.03        5.0           0.02        3.7           0.04          7.8
                 June                   5.4       12.7            1.8         331           2.2P          ..             5.4P          ..            3.4        8.1             0.02        4.3           0.02        3.0           0.04          7.2
                 Sept                  5.6       13.0            1.9         341           3.3P          ..             5.6P          ..            3.5        8.1             0.04        6.3           0.03        4.5           0.04          7.8
                 Dec                   5.3       12.4            1.9         359           1.4P          ..             5.6P          ..            3.7        8.6                      0.03        5.6           0.03        4.9           0.05          9.7 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
2004   March                5.7P      13.4P           2.0P        352P                     ..            ..               ..            ..            3.9P       9.2P            0.03P       5.5P          0.02P       3.5P          0.04P         7.9P 
                 June                   5.4P      12.8P           1.8P        337P            ..            ..               ..            ..            3.6P       8.4P            0.03P       5.9P          0.02P       4.4P          0.05P         9.3P
          Sept                  5.8P      13.4P           2.0P        339P            ..            ..               ..            ..            3.4P       8.1P            0.03P       6.0P          0.02P       4.1P          0.05P         8.3P
                 Dec                                5.4
p      12.6
p           1.9
p        353
p            ..            ..               ..            ..                     3.5P       8.1P            0.02P       4.4P          0.01P       2.8P          0.04P         7.0P
Year and                         All live                  Live births                Marriages                Divorces                  Deaths                     Infant                   Neonatal                    Perinatal
quarter                           births              outside marriage                                                                                                       mortality5                mortality6                   mortality7
                              Number     Rate1     Number     Rate2     Number     Rate3     Number     Rate4     Number     Rate1     Number     Rate2     Number     Rate2     Number        Rate8
See notes opposite.
1      Per 1,000 population of all ages.  
2      Per 1,000 live births.  
3      Persons marrying per 1,000 unmarried population 16 and over.  
4      Persons divorcing per 1,000 married population. 
5      Deaths under 1 year. 
6      Deaths under 4 weeks.  
7      Stillbirths and deaths under 1 week. In October 1992 the legal deﬁ  nition of a stillbirth 
        was changed, from baby born dead after 28 completed weeks of ges  ta  tion or more, to 
        one born dead after 24 completed weeks of gestation or more.  
8      Per 1,000 live births and stillbirths. 
p      Provisional.
Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                   Numbers (thousands) and rates  
See 'Notes to tables'.49   National Statistics   
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  Dependency ratio  Live births    Expectation of life    
      (in years) at birth
 Population  Live    Deaths  Children1 Elderly2 TFR3 Standardised  Unstand-  Outside  Age-  Males  Females  Infant 
    births       mean  age  ardised  marriage  as  standardised     mortality
              of mother  mean age of  percentage  mortality      rate7
              at birth  mother at   of total  rate6
         (years)4 birth  (years) 5 live  births
United Kingdom
1976 56,216.1  675.5  680.8  42.1  29.5  1.74  ..  26.4  9.0 10,486  ..  .. 14.5
1981  56,357.5  730.7  658.0 37.1 29.7 1.82 27.0 26.8  12.5 9,506  70.8  76.8  11.2
1986  56,683.8  754.8  660.7 33.5 29.7 1.78 27.4 27.0  21.4 8,914  71.9  77.7  9.5
1991  57,438.7  792.3  646.2 33.2 30.0 1.82 27.7 27.7  29.8 8,168  73.2  78.7  7.4
1996 58,164.48  733.2  636.0 33.9 30.0 1.73 28.2 28.6  35.5 7,584  74.3  79.4  6.1
1999 58,684.48  700.0  632.1 33.4 29.9 1.69 28.4 28.9  38.8 7,318  75.0  79.9  5.8
2000 58,886.18  679.0  608.4 33.1 29.9 1.64 28.5 29.1  39.5 6,974  75.4  80.2  5.6
2001 59,113.58  669.1  602.3 32.6 29.8 1.63 28.6 29.2  40.1 6,807  75.7  80.4  5.5
2002 59,321.78  668.8  606.2 32.2 29.8 1.64 28.7 29.3  40.6 6,765  75.9  80.5  5.3
2003  59,553.8  695.6  612.0 31.8 29.9 1.71 28.8 29.4  41.5 6,757    .. ..  5.3
2004P ..  716.0  584.8  ..  ..  1.789 ..  .. .. 6,478  9 ..  ..  5.1
England
1976 46,659.9  550.4  560.3  41.4  29.7  1.70  ..  26.4  9.2 10,271  ..  .. 14.2
1981 46,820.8  598.2  541.0  36.4  29.9  1.79  ..  26.8  12.9 9,298  71.1  77.0  10.9
1986  47,187.6  623.6  544.5 33.1 29.8 1.76 27.4 27.0  21.4 8,725  72.2  77.9  9.5
1991  47,875.0  660.8  534.0 32.9 30.0 1.81 27.7 27.7  30.1 8,017  73.4  78.9  7.3
1996 48,519.18  614.2  524.0 33.7 30.0 1.73 28.2 28.7  35.5 7,414  74.5  79.6  6.1
1999 49,032.98  589.5  519.6 33.3 29.9 1.69 28.4 29.0  38.5 7,138  75.3  80.1  5.7
2000 49,233.38  572.8  501.0 33.0 29.8 1.65 28.5 29.2  39.1 6,821  75.7  80.4  5.6
2001 49,449.78  563.7  496.1 32.5 29.7 1.63 28.6 29.3  39.6 6,650  76.0  80.6  5.4
2002 49,646.98  565.7  499.1 32.1 29.7 1.65 28.7 29.4  40.1 6,603  76.2  80.7  5.3
2003  49,855.7  589.9  503.4 31.8 29.8 1.73 28.9 29.4  40.9 6,602    ..  .. 5.3
2004P ..  607.2  480.7  ..  ..  1.799 ..  .. .. 6,261  9 ..  ..  5.1
Wales
1976  2,799.3  33.4 36.3 42.0 30.9 1.78  ..  26.0  8.7 10,858  ..  .. 13.7
1981  2,813.5  35.8 35.0 37.6 31.6 1.86  ..  26.6  11.2 9,846  70.4  76.4  12.6
1986  2,810.9  37.0 34.7 34.3 32.5 1.86 26.9 26.5  21.1 9,043  71.6  77.5  9.5
1991  2,873.0  38.1 34.1 34.4 33.5 1.88 27.1 27.0  32.3 8,149  73.1  78.8  6.6
1996 2,891.38  34.9 34.6 34.9 33.7 1.81 27.5 27.8  41.2 7,758  73.9  79.1  5.6
1999 2,900.68  32.1 35.0 34.4 33.6 1.72 27.6 28.1  46.1 7,637  74.7  79.6  6.4
2000 2,906.98  31.3 33.3 34.1 33.5 1.68 27.7 28.2  47.2 7,180  74.9  79.8  5.2
2001 2,910.28  30.6 33.0 33.7 33.6 1.66 27.8 28.3  48.3 7,017  75.4  80.1  5.5
2002 2,923.48  30.2 33.2 33.2 33.6 1.63 28.0 28.4  49.7 6,951  75.7  80.2  4.7
2003  2,938.0  31.4 33.7 32.7 33.7 1.71 28.1 28.5  50.3 6,980    ..  .. 4.1
2004P ..  32.3  32.3  ..  ..  1.769 ..  .. .. 6,636  9 ..  ..  5.1
Scotland
1976  5,233.4  64.9 65.3 44.7 28.4 1.80  ..  26.0  9.3 11,675  ..  .. 14.8
1981  5,180.2  69.1 63.8 38.2 28.4 1.84  ..  26.3  12.2 10,849  69.1 75.3  11.3
1986  5,111.8  65.8 63.5 33.6 28.1 1.67 27.1 26.6  20.6 10,120  70.2 76.2 8.8
1991  5,083.3  67.0 61.0 32.4 28.9 1.69 27.5 27.4  29.1 9,216  71.4  77.1  7.1
1996  5,092.2  59.3 60.7 32.3 29.2 1.56 28.0 28.5  36.0 8,791  72.2  77.9  6.2
1999  5,072.0  55.1 60.3 31.7 29.7 1.51 28.3 28.9  41.2 8,493  72.8  78.4  5.0
2000  5,062.9  53.1 57.8 31.4 29.8 1.48 28.4 29.0  42.6 8,082  73.1  78.6  5.7
2001  5,064.2  52.5 57.4 30.8 30.0 1.49 28.5 29.2  43.3 7,930  73.3  78.8  5.5
2002  5,054.8  51.3 58.1 30.3 30.2 1.48 28.6 29.2  44.0 7,955  73.5  78.9  5.2
2003  5,057.4  52.4 58.5 29.9 30.3 1.54 28.7 29.3  45.5 7,922 ..  .. 5.1
2004P ..  54.0  56.2  ..  ..  1.609 ..  .. .. 7,551  9 ..  ..  4.9
Northern Ireland
1976  1,523.5  26.4 17.0 56.1 25.3 2.70  ..  27.4  5.0 11,746  ..  .. 18.3
1981  1,543.0  27.2 16.3 50.6 25.3 2.59 28.1 27.5  7.0 10,567  69.2 75.5  13.2
1986  1,573.5  28.0 16.1 46.1 25.5 2.45 28.1 27.5  12.8 10,071  70.9 77.1  10.2
1991  1,607.3  26.0 15.1 44.1 26.1 2.16 28.3 28.0  20.3 8,303  72.6  78.4  7.4
1996  1,661.8  24.4 15.2 41.8 25.5 1.96 28.7 28.8  26.0 7,742  73.8  79.2  5.8
1999  1,679.0  23.0 15.7 40.2 25.5 1.86 28.8 29.0  30.3 7,699  74.5  79.6  6.4
2000  1,682.9  21.5 14.9 39.5 25.4 1.75 29.0 29.2  31.8 7,279  74.8  79.8  5.1
2001  1,689.3  22.0 14.5 38.6 25.5 1.80 29.1 29.4  32.5 6,976  75.2  80.1  6.1
2002  1,696.6  21.4 14.6 37.9 25.7 1.77 29.2 29.5  33.5 6,930  75.6  80.4  4.7
2003  1,702.6  21.6 14.5 37.2 25.9 1.81 29.2 29.5  34.4 6,744 ..  .. 5.3
2004P ..  22.3  14.4  ..  ..  1.889 ..  .. .. 6,606  9 ..  ..  5.5
Key demographic and health indicators
Notes: Some of these indicators are also in other tables. They are brought together to make 
comparison easier.
  Figures for England and Wales represent the number of deaths registered in each 
year up to 1992, and the number of deaths occurring in each year from 1993 to 2003. 
Births and death ﬁ  gures for England and also for Wales exclude events for persons 
usually resident outside England and Wales. These events are, however, included in 
totals for England and Wales combined, and for the United Kingdom.
  From 1981 births to non-resident mothers in Northern Ireland are excluded from 
the ﬁ  gures for Northern Ireland, and the United Kingdom.
1   Percentage of children under 16 to working population (males 16–64 and females 16–59).
2   Percentage of males 65 and over and females 60 and over to working population (males 
16–64 and females 16–59). 
3   TFR (total fertility rate) is the number of children that would be born to a woman if 
cur  rent patterns of fertility persisted throughout her child  bear  ing life. It is sometimes 
called the TPFR (total period fertility rate).
4   Standardised to take account of the age structure of the population.
5   Unstandardised and therefore takes no account of the age structure of the population.
6   Per million population. The age-standardised mortality rate makes allowances for changes 
in the age structure of the population. See Notes to tables.
7   Deaths under one year per 1,000 live births. 
8   These revised population estimates were published on 9 September 2004 (for mid-2001 
and mid-2002) and 7 October 2004 (for mid-1992 to mid-2000), following the local 
authority population studies, and replace all earlier versions. All ﬁ  gures shown on this 
table are now therefore on a consistent basis.
9   Calculated using the 2003-based population projections for 2004.
p   Provisional
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Live births: age of mother Table 3.1
England and Wales                                                                                                                                                                                      Numbers (thousands), rates, mean age and TFRs
                 Age of mother at birth                                                           Age of mother at birth3,4                                                    TFR5
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Mean2           
Year and         All         Under      20–24      25–29       30–34       35–39     40 and  age           All        Under     20–24     25–29      30–34      35–39      40 and       age 
quarter           ages           20                                                                       over  (years)      ages          20                                                                       over       (years)
                                       
                                                       Total live births (numbers)                                                            Age-speciﬁ  c fertility rates3,4
Mean1
1961               811.3        59.8       249.8      248.5        152.3        77.5        23.3         27.6         89.2         37.3       172.6       176.9      103.1         48.1        15.0         27.4        2.77
1964(max)5     876.0        76.7       276.1      270.7        153.5        75.4        23.6         27.2         92.9         42.5       181.6       187.3      107.7         49.8        13.7         27.3        2.93
1966               849.8        86.7       285.8      253.7        136.4        67.0        20.1         26.8         90.5         47.7       176.0       174.0        97.3         45.3        12.5         27.1        2.75
1971               783.2        82.6       285.7      247.2        109.6        45.2        12.7         26.2         83.5         50.6       152.9       153.2        77.1         32.8          8.7         26.6        2.37
1976               584.3        57.9       182.2      220.7          90.8        26.1          6.5         26.4         60.4         32.2       109.3       118.7        57.2         18.6          4.8         26.5        1.71
1977(min)5      569.3        54.5       174.5      207.9        100.8        25.5          6.0         26.5         58.1         29.4       103.7       117.5        58.6         18.2          4.4         26.6        1.66
1981               634.5        56.6       194.5      215.8        126.6        34.2          6.9         26.8         61.3         28.1       105.3       129.1        68.6         21.7          4.9         27.0        1.80
1986               661.0        57.4       192.1      229.0        129.5        45.5          7.6         27.0         60.6         30.1        92.7       123.8        78.0         24.6          4.8         27.4        1.77
1991               699.2        52.4       173.4      248.7        161.3        53.6          9.8         27.7         63.6         33.0        89.3       119.4        86.7         32.1          5.3         27.7        1.82
1992               689.7        47.9       163.3      244.8        166.8        56.7        10.2         27.9         63.6         31.7        86.1       117.6        87.4         33.4          5.8         27.8        1.80
1993               673.5        45.1       152.0      236.0        171.1        58.8        10.5         28.1         62.7         30.9        82.5       114.4        87.4         34.1          6.2         27.9        1.76
1994               664.7        42.0       140.2      229.1        179.6        63.1        10.7         28.4         62.0         28.9        79.0       112.2        89.4         35.8          6.4         28.1        1.75
1995               648.1        41.9       130.7      217.4        181.2        65.5        11.3         28.5         60.5         28.5        76.4       108.4        88.3         36.3          6.8         28.2        1.72
1996               649.5        44.7       125.7      211.1        186.4        69.5        12.1         28.6         60.6         29.7        77.0       106.6        89.8         37.5          7.2         28.2        1.74
1997               643.1        46.4       118.6      202.8        187.5        74.9        12.9         28.8         60.0         30.2        76.0       104.3        89.8         39.4          7.6         28.3        1.73
1998               635.9        48.3       113.5      193.1        188.5        78.9        13.6         28.9         59.2         30.9        74.9       101.5        90.6         40.4          7.9         28.3        1.72
1999               621.9        48.4       110.7      181.9        185.3        81.3        14.3         29.0         57.8         30.9        73.0         98.3        89.6         40.6          8.1         28.4        1.70
2000               604.4        45.8       107.7      170.7        180.1        85.0        15.1         29.1         55.9         29.3        70.0         94.3        87.9         41.4          8.3         28.5        1.65
2001               594.6        44.2       108.8      159.9        178.9        86.5        16.3         29.2         54.7         28.0        69.0         91.7        88.0         41.5          8.8         28.6        1.63
2002               596.1        43.5       110.9      153.4        180.5        90.5        17.3         29.3         54.7         27.0        69.2         91.6        89.8         43.0          9.1         28.7        1.65
2003                        621.5        44.2       116.6      156.9        187.2        97.4        19.1         29.4         56.8         26.8        71.2         96.4        94.8         46.4          9.8         28.8        1.73
2004P              639.7        45.0       121.1      160.0        190.4      102.2        21.0         29.4         58.4         26.9        73.3         98.6        99.4         48.9        10.4         28.9        1.79
2000 March     148.7        11.4         26.4        42.5          44.1        20.6          3.6         29.1         55.3            29           69            95           87            40            8         28.5        1.64
   June       150.7        11.1         26.0        42.8          45.7        21.4          3.7         29.2         56.0            29           68            95           90            42            8         28.6        1.66
   Sept       155.0        11.8         27.8        43.6          46.2        21.7          3.9         29.1         57.0            30           72            96           90            42            9         28.5        1.69
   Dec       150.1        11.5         27.5        41.8          44.1        21.4          3.9         29.1         55.2            29           71            92           86            41            9         28.5        1.64
2001 March    145.5        11.0         26.5        39.8          43.3        21.0          4.0         29.2         54.3            28           68            93           86            41            9         28.6        1.62
   June       148.8        10.8         26.4        40.3          45.5        21.7          4.0         29.3         54.9            27           67            93           90            42            9         28.7        1.64
   Sept       153.0        11.4         28.1        41.0          46.4        22.0          4.1         29.2         55.8            29           71            93           91            42            9         28.6        1.67
   Dec       147.4        11.1         27.8        38.9          43.7        21.8          4.2         29.2         53.8            28           70            88           85            42            9         28.6        1.61
2002 March    143.3        10.5         26.5        37.4          43.2        21.6          4.1         29.3         53.3            26           67            91           87            42            9         28.7        1.61
   June       147.2        10.4         26.7        37.9          45.5        22.4          4.3         29.4         54.1            26           67            91           91            43            9         28.8        1.63
   Sept       155.0        11.4         28.9        39.9          46.9        23.4          4.5         29.3         56.4            28           72            95           93            44            9         28.7        1.70
   Dec       150.6        11.2         28.8        38.2          45.0        23.0          4.5         29.3         54.8            28           71            91           89            44            9         28.7        1.65
2003 March    147.4        10.9         27.9        37.5          44.0        22.6          4.6         29.3         54.6            27           69            93           90            44           10         28.8        1.66
   June       155.1        10.7         28.5        39.3          47.4        24.5          4.7         29.5         56.9            26           70            97           96            47           10         28.9        1.73
  Sept       162.8        11.5         30.5        41.0          49.3        25.6          5.0         29.4         59.0            28           74          100           99            48           10         28.9        1.79
  Dec        156.0        11.2         29.7        39.1          46.5        24.6          4.8         29.4         56.6            27           72            95           94            47           10         28.8        1.72
2004 MarchP    155.2        11.0         29.3        38.7          46.5        24.7          4.9         29.4         56.9            27           71            96           98            47           10         28.9        1.75
 JuneP      157.4        10.7         29.3        39.3          47.7        25.3          5.0         29.5         57.8            26           71            98         100            49           10         29.0        1.77
 Septp      165.4        11.7         31.4        41.6          49.0        26.3          5.4         29.4         60.0            28           76          102         102            50           11         28.9        1.84
 Decp       161.7        11.6         31.1        40.3          47.1        26.0          5.6         29.4         58.7            28           75            99           98            49           11         28.9        1.80
Notes:  The rates for women of all ages, under 20, and 40 and over are based upon the populations of women aged 15–44, 15–19, and 40–44 respectively.
1  Unstandardised and therefore takes no account of the age structure of the population.
2  Standardised to take account of the age structure of the population. This measure is more appropriate for use when analysing trends or making comparisons between different 
geographies.
3  Births per 1,000 women in the age-group; all quarterly age-speciﬁ  c fertility rates are adjusted for days in the quarter.  They are not adjusted for seasonality. 
4  Birth rates for 2004 are based on the 2003-based population projections for 2004.
5  TFR (total fertility rate) is the number of children that would be born to a woman if current patterns of fertility persisted throughout her childbearing life.  It is sometimes called the TPFR 
(total period fertility rate). During the post Second World War period the TFR reached a maximum in 1964 and a minimum in 1977.
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Table 3.2 Live births outside marriage: age of mother and type of registration 
 England and Wales                                                                                                                                                                                   Numbers (thousands), mean age and percentages
{
  Age of mother at birth  Age of mother at birth Registration2
Year and               All       Under     20–24      25–29     30–34     35–39     40 and     Mean1        All        Under    20–24     25–29      30–34     35–39    40 and        Joint           Sole 
quarter                ages         20                                                                   over         age         ages          20                                                                   over
                                                                                                                               (years)                                                                                                          Same3   Different3
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   address   address
  Live births outside marriage (numbers)  Percentage of total live births  As a percentage of all
    in age-group  births outside marriage
1971                    65.7        21.6        22.0        11.5         6.2          3.2           1.1        23.7           8.4        26.1          7.7         4.7          5.7          7.0          9.0             45.5             54.5
1976                    53.8        19.8        16.6          9.7         4.7          2.3           0.7        23.3           9.2        34.2          9.1         4.4          5.2          8.6        10.1             51.0             49.0
1981                    81.0        26.4        28.8        14.3         7.9          1.3           0.9        23.4         12.8        46.7        14.8         6.6          6.2          3.9        12.5             58.2             41.8
1986                   141.3        39.6        54.1        27.7       13.1          5.7           1.1        23.8         21.4        69.0        28.2       12.1        10.1         12.6        14.7     46.6          19.6      33.8
1991                   211.3        43.4        77.8        52.4       25.7          9.8           2.1        24.8         30.2        82.9        44.9       21.1        16.0         18.3        21.3     54.6          19.8      25.6
1992                   215.2        40.1        77.1        55.9       28.9        10.9           2.3        25.2         31.2        83.7        47.2       22.8        17.3         19.3        22.9     55.4          20.7      23.9
1993                   216.5        38.2        75.0        57.5       31.4        11.9           2.5        25.5         32.2        84.8        49.4       24.4        18.4         20.2        23.5     54.8          22.0      23.2 
1994                   215.5        35.9        71.0        58.5       34.0        13.4           2.7        25.8         32.4        85.5        50.6       25.5        18.9         21.2        25.2     57.5          19.8      22.7 
1995                   219.9        36.3        69.7        59.6       37.0        14.4           3.0        26.0         33.9        86.6        53.3       27.4        20.4         22.0        26.2     58.1          20.1      21.8 
1996                   232.7        39.3        71.1        62.3       40.5        16.2           3.2        26.1         35.8        88.0        56.5       29.5        21.7         23.4        26.7     58.1          19.9      21.9
1997                   238.2        41.1        69.5        63.4       42.2        18.2           3.7        26.2         37.0        88.7        58.6       31.3        22.5         24.3        28.6     59.5          19.3      21.2
1998                   240.6        43.0        67.8        62.4       43.9        19.6           3.9        26.3         37.8        89.1        59.7       32.3        23.3         24.8        29.0     60.9          18.3      20.8
1999                   241.9        43.0        67.5        61.2       45.0        20.8           4.3        26.4         38.9        89.0        61.0       33.6        24.3         25.6        30.2     61.8          18.2      19.9
2000                   238.6        41.1        67.5        59.1       43.9        22.3           4.7        26.5         39.5        89.7        62.6       34.6        24.4         26.2        31.0     62.7          18.2      19.2
2001                   238.1        39.5        68.1        56.8       45.2        23.3           5.1        26.7         40.0        89.5        62.6       35.5        25.3         26.9        31.6     63.2          18.4      18.4
2002                   242.0        38.9        70.2        55.8       46.4        25.1           5.6        26.8         40.6        89.5        63.3       36.4        25.7         27.7        32.2     63.7          18.5      17.8
2003                   257.2        39.9        75.7        58.2       49.2        27.8           6.4        26.9         41.4        90.2        64.9       37.1        26.3         28.5        33.3     63.5          19.0      17.4
2004
p                              269.7        41.0        79.8        61.4       50.8        29.6           7.1        27.0         42.2        91.1        65.9       38.4        26.7         29.0        33.8     63.6          19.8      16.6
1997 March          58.6        10.2        17.4        15.7       10.2          4.2           0.9        26.1         37.0        88.7        58.4       31.1        22.4         23.9        28.7     58.4          19.5      22.0
     June            58.9         10.1       17.1        15.5       10.6          4.7           0.9        26.3         36.1        89.1        58.0       30.1        22.0         24.3        28.4     59.6          19.4      21.0
     Sept            61.4        10.5        17.9        16.5       10.9          4.7           0.9        26.2         37.3        88.8        58.9       31.8        22.7         24.4        27.8     59.9          18.9      21.2
     Dec             59.3        10.4        17.2        15.7       10.4          4.6           0.9        26.2         37.8        88.3        59.2       32.2        23.0         24.8        29.3     60.0          19.2      20.7
1998 March          58.5        10.4        16.5        15.3       10.7          4.6           1.0        26.3         37.5        89.0        59.5       31.9        23.1         24.4        29.6     60.5          18.4      21.1
     June            58.4        10.3        16.2        15.4       10.8          4.7           0.9        26.3         36.8        89.6        59.1       31.8        22.5         24.0        28.3     61.0          18.2      20.8
     Sept            63.2        11.3        17.9        16.3       11.5          5.2           1.0        26.3         38.1        89.2        60.0       32.3        23.6         25.2        28.5     60.9          18.4      20.7
     Dec             60.5        11.0        17.2        15.4       10.9          5.0           1.0        26.3         38.9        88.5        60.4       33.3        24.0         25.7        29.7     61.2          18.4      20.4
1999 March         59.0        10.8        16.4        15.0       10.9          5.0           1.0        26.3         38.8        89.7        60.5       33.4        24.1         25.4        29.5     61.4          18.2      20.4
        June            59.8        10.5        16.5        15.3       11.2          5.2           1.1        26.5         38.0        89.2        60.6       33.0        23.4         25.3        31.3     61.6          18.2      20.1
        Sept            62.9        11.1        17.7        16.0       11.7          5.4           1.1        26.4         39.3        88.7        61.7       34.1        24.7         25.6        29.3     62.2          18.1      19.6
        Dec            60.2        10.6        17.0        14.9       11.1          5.3           1.1        26.4         39.5        88.4        61.2       34.0        24.8         26.2        30.8     62.0          18.4      19.5
2000 March          59.0        10.2        16.5        14.8       10.9          5.4           1.2        26.5         39.7        89.7        62.6       34.8        24.7         26.1        31.7     62.5          18.1      19.5
        June            57.9        10.0        16.1        14.4       10.9          5.5           1.1        26.6         38.5        89.7        61.9       33.5        23.8         25.7        30.6     62.9          17.8      19.2
        Sept            61.7        10.6        17.6        15.3       11.3          5.7           1.2        26.5         39.8        89.7        63.3       35.0        24.5         26.5        30.4     62.7          18.1      19.2
        Dec            60.1        10.3        17.3        14.7       10.9          5.7           1.2        26.5         40.0        89.5        62.8       35.2        24.7         26.6        31.4     62.6          18.6      18.8 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
2001 March         58.0          9.9        16.7        13.9       10.8          5.7           1.1        26.5         39.8        90.4        63.0       34.9        24.8         26.9        28.0     62.5          18.7      18.8
        June            58.1          9.6        16.3        14.1       11.2          5.7           1.3        26.7         39.1        89.0        61.5       34.9        24.5         26.4        32.2     63.3          18.6      18.6
        Sept            61.8        10.2        17.6        14.7       12.0          6.0           1.3        26.7         40.4        89.5        62.6       35.9        25.8         27.2        32.2     63.5          18.4      18.2 
        Dec            60.2          9.9        17.5        14.1       11.3          5.9           1.4        26.7         40.9        89.2        63.1       36.4        25.9         27.2        33.9     63.4          18.6      18.0
2002 March
                58.0          9.4        16.7        13.6       10.9          6.0           1.3        26.8         40.5        89.4        63.0       36.4        25.4         27.7        31.5     63.2          18.5      18.3
        June                      58.3          9.3        16.6        13.5       11.4          6.1           1.4        26.8         39.6        89.4        62.2       35.6        25.0         27.2        31.7     64.2          18.2      17.7 
        Sept            63.4        10.2        18.4        14.6       12.3          6.5           1.5        26.8         40.9        89.3        63.8       36.6        26.1         27.9        32.7     63.9          18.5      17.5 
        Dec            62.3        10.0        18.4        14.1       11.9          6.5           1.5        26.8         41.4        89.7        64.1       36.9        26.4         28.0        32.8     63.3          18.9      17.8
2003 March         61.0          9.8        18.0        13.9       11.6          6.3           1.5        26.8         41.4        90.1        64.5       37.0        26.9         29.1        33.3     63.0          18.9      18.1
        June            62.8          9.6        18.3        14.2       12.2          6.9           1.6        27.0         40.5        90.0        64.0       36.2        25.7         28.3        33.7     64.0          18.5      17.4
        Sept            67.6        10.3        20.0        15.3       13.0          7.3           1.7        26.9         41.5        90.2        65.6       38.3        26.4         28.6        33.3     63.7          19.3      18.0
        Dec            65.8        10.2        19.5        14.9       12.5          7.3           1.6        26.9         42.2        90.4        65.6       38.0        27.7         29.5        32.9     63.3          19.4      17.4
2004 MarchP        65.2        10.1        19.3        14.8       12.5          7.0           1.7        26.9         42.0        91.3        65.8       38.1        26.9         28.3        34.1     63.1          19.4      17.4
        JuneP           65.2          9.8        19.1        14.8       12.6          7.3           1.7        27.0         41.4        91.3        65.0       37.7        26.3         28.8        34.1     63.9          19.5      16.7
        Septp           70.2        10.7        20.7        16.1       13.0          7.9           1.8        27.0         42.4        91.3        66.0       38.7        26.5         29.9        33.2     63.7          19.7      16.6
        Dec
p           69.1        10.5        20.8        15.6       12.7          7.5           1.9        26.9         42.7        91.0        66.8       38.8        27.0         28.9        33.8     63.6          19.8      16.6
1   The mean ages in this table are unstandardised and therefore take no account of the structure of the population by age or marital status.
2  Births outside marriage can be registered by both the mother and father (joint) or by the mother alone (sole).
3  Usual address(es) of parents.
p  Provisional.
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                                       Age of mother at birth                                        Mean2                         Age of mother at birth                                      Mean2
                                                                                                                                             age                                                                                                                           age
Year and               All         Under      20–24      25–29      30–34      35–39      40 and      (years)         All         Under       20–24       25–29       30–34       35–39      40 and      (years) 
quarter                ages           20                                                                           over                         ages          20                                                                          over              
                                          Live births within marriage                                                                Live births within marriage to remarried women
1971                  717.5          61.1       263.7       235.7       103.4         42.1         11.6          26.4          19.4            0.1            2.1            6.6           6.1           3.4           1.1         33.1
1976                  530.5          38.1       165.6       211.0         86.1         23.9           5.8          26.6          26.7            0.1            2.9          10.5           8.7           3.6           1.0         30.4 
1981                  553.5          30.1       165.7       201.5       118.7         31.5           6.0          27.2          38.8            0.1            3.6          13.4         14.1           6.2           1.4         30.9
1986                  519.7          17.8       138.0       201.3       116.4         39.8           6.4          27.9          41.7            0.0            2.6          13.2         15.4           8.7           1.7         31.7
1991                  487.9            8.9         95.6       196.3       135.5         43.8           7.7          28.9          39.4            0.0            1.6          10.8         15.8           9.1           2.1         32.4
1995                  428.2            5.6         61.0       157.9       144.2         51.1           8.4          29.8          33.3            0.0            0.8            7.2         14.0           9.1           2.1         33.2
1996                  416.8            5.4         54.7       148.8       145.9         53.3           8.9          30.0          32.6            0.0            0.7            6.4         13.9           9.3           2.2         33.4
1997                  404.9            5.2         49.1       139.4       145.3         56.7           9.2          30.3          31.4            0.0            0.6            5.8         13.1           9.5           2.4         33.6
1998                  395.3            5.3         45.7       130.7       144.6         59.3           9.6          30.5          30.2            0.0            0.6            5.1         12.4           9.7           2.4         33.9
1999                  380.0            5.3         43.2       120.7       140.3         60.5           9.9          30.6          27.5            0.0            0.4            4.3         11.3           9.1           2.4         34.1
2000                  365.8            4.7         40.3       111.6       136.2         62.7         10.4          30.8          25.8            0.0            0.4            3.7         10.4           8.9           2.4         34.3
2001                  356.5            4.6         40.7       103.1       133.7         63.2         11.1          30.9          23.9            0.0            0.4            3.1           9.5           8.6           2.4         34.5
2002                  354.1            4.6         40.7         97.6       134.1         65.4         11.8          31.0          22.8            0.0            0.3            2.7           8.9           8.5           2.5         34.7
2003                  364.2            4.3         40.9         98.7       138.0         69.6         12.7          31.2          22.6            0.0            0.3            2.4           8.4           8.8           2.6         35.0
2004
p                 370.0            4.0         41.3         98.6       139.6         72.6         13.9          31.3          21.5            0.0            0.3            2.2           7.7           8.6           2.7         35.1
2002 Sept
                    91.6            1.2         10.5         25.3         34.6         16.9           3.0          31.0           5.8            0.0            0.1            0.6           2.3           2.2           0.6         34.7 
        Dec            88.3            1.2         10.3         24.1         33.1         16.6           3.0          31.0           5.7            0.0            0.1            0.7           2.1           2.1           0.6         34.8
2003 March         86.4            1.1           9.9         23.6         32.4         16.4           3.1          31.1           5.5            0.0            0.1            0.6           2.1           2.1           0.6         34.9
        June            92.4            1.1         10.3         25.1         35.2         17.6           3.1          31.2           5.6            0.0            0.1            0.6           2.1           2.2           0.7         34.9
        Sept            95.2            1.1         10.5         25.7         36.3         18.3           3.3          31.2           5.8            0.0            0.1            0.6           2.2           2.3           0.6         34.9
        Dec            90.2            1.1         10.2         24.2         34.1         17.4           3.2          31.2           5.6            0.0            0.1            0.5           2.1           2.2           0.7         35.1
2004 Marchp        89.9            1.0         10.0         24.0         34.0         17.7           3.2          31.2           5.3            0.0            0.1            0.6           1.9           2.1           0.6         35.1
        Junep           92.2            0.9         10.2         24.5         35.2         18.0           3.3          31.3           5.3            0.0            0.1            0.5           2.0           2.1           0.6         35.0
        Septp           95.3            1.0         10.7         25.5         36.1         18.4           3.6          31.2           5.6            0.0            0.1            0.6           2.0           2.2           0.7         35.1
        Dec
p           92.6            1.1         10.3         24.6         34.4         18.5           3.7          31.1           5.3            0.0            0.1            0.5           1.9           2.1           0.7         35.2
                                      First live births                                                                        Second live births
1971                  283.6          49.5       135.8         74.8         17.2           5.1           1.2          23.9        240.8          10.7          93.6          94.1         31.8           8.9           1.7         26.2 
1976                  217.2          30.2         85.4         77.2         19.7           3.9           0.7          24.8        203.6            7.4          62.5          91.8         34.7           6.2           1.0         26.8 
1981                  224.3          23.6         89.5         77.2         27.8           5.4           0.7          25.3        205.7            6.1          59.0          82.7         47.7           9.1           1.1         27.4
1986                  206.9          13.8         74.7         79.3         30.8           7.5           0.9          26.2        189.2            3.6          47.5          78.9         45.5         12.3           1.3         28.0
1991                  193.7            6.7         51.2         84.5         40.2           9.7           1.3          27.5        178.3            2.0          32.8          73.9         53.0         14.7           1.9         28.9
1995                  168.1            4.3         32.3         71.0         46.6         12.1           1.8          28.5        158.1            1.2          20.6          57.3         58.5         18.1           2.4         30.0
1996                  163.0            4.2         28.9         67.2         47.7         13.1           1.9          28.8        153.8            1.0          18.5          53.4         59.1         19.2           2.6         30.3
1997                  157.0            4.1         25.9         63.1         48.1         13.8           2.0          29.0        150.4            1.0          16.6          50.0         59.4         20.7           2.7         30.5 
1998                  155.7            4.2         24.3         60.6         49.5         15.0           2.1          29.2        146.9            1.0          15.5          46.4         58.9         22.2           2.8         30.7
1999                  153.4            4.3         23.5         57.4         50.0         16.1           2.2          29.3        139.5            0.9          14.4          41.8         56.6         22.6           3.1         30.9
2000                  146.5            3.8         21.6         52.7         49.4         16.6           2.4          29.6        134.7            0.8          13.7          38.4         54.8         23.8           3.2         31.1
2001                   143.9            3.8         22.2         48.8         49.7         16.8           2.6          29.6        132.2            0.8          13.7          35.7         53.8         24.8           3.5         31.2
2002                  145.2            3.8         22.4         47.1         51.0         18.1           2.8          29.8        130.3            0.7          13.5          33.0         53.7         25.6           3.8         31.4
2003                  151.0            3.5         22.2         48.4         54.2         19.6           3.1          29.9        132.9            0.8          13.9          32.5         54.3         27.1           4.2         31.5
2004
p                 154.5            3.3         22.5         49.0         55.3         20.8           3.6          30.1        133.7            0.7          13.8          31.9         54.5         28.3           4.6         31.6
2002 Sept
                    37.9            1.0           5.9         12.3         13.3           4.7           0.7          29.7          33.5            0.2            3.4            8.5         13.9           6.6           1.0         31.4 
        Dec            37.5            1.0           5.8         12.1         13.2           4.8           0.7          29.8          31.3            0.2            3.3            7.7         12.8           6.4           1.0         31.4
2003 March         35.7            0.9           5.3         11.5         12.7           4.6           0.8          29.9          31.3            0.2            3.4            7.8         12.6           6.3           1.0         31.4
        June            37.3            0.9           5.5         12.1         13.3           4.8           0.7          29.9          34.8            0.2            3.6            8.5         14.5           7.1           1.0         31.5
        Sept            39.5            0.9           5.7         12.7         14.3           5.1           0.8          30.0          34.7            0.2            3.6            8.4         14.3           7.1           1.1         31.5
        Dec            38.4            0.9           5.6         12.2         13.9           5.0           0.8          30.0          32.1            0.2            3.4            7.8         13.0           6.6           1.1         31.5
2004 Marchp        36.9            0.8           5.3         11.7         13.3           5.0           0.8          30.0          33.0            0.2            3.4            7.9         13.4           7.0           1.1         31.6
        Junep           37.5            0.8           5.5         12.0         13.4           5.0           0.8          30.0          34.4            0.2            3.5            8.2         14.3           7.1           1.1         31.6
        Septp           40.3            0.8           5.9         12.8         14.6           5.2           0.9          30.0          34.1            0.2            3.5            8.2         13.8           7.2           1.1         31.6
        Dec
p           39.8            0.9           5.8         12.5         14.0           5.5           1.0          30.1          32.2            0.2            3.3            7.5         13.0           6.9           1.3         31.7
                                                 Third live births                                                                                            Fourth and higher order live births3
1971                  111.7            0.9         26.6         43.6         27.9         10.4           2.2          28.7          81.4            0.1            7.6          23.2         26.5         17.6           6.5         30.7 
1976                    71.0            0.5         14.4         29.8         19.5           5.8           1.1          28.8          38.8            0.0            3.3          12.2         12.1           8.0           3.1         30.7 
1981                    82.4            0.4         14.1         29.5         28.7           8.7           1.0          29.5          41.1            0.0            3.1          12.0         14.5           8.3           3.2         31.1
1986                    80.8            0.3         12.7         30.2         25.6         10.5           1.5          29.9          42.7            0.0            3.1          13.0         14.5           9.4           2.8         31.2 
1991                    76.1            0.2           9.4         26.8         27.5         10.5           1.8          30.4          39.8            0.0            2.3          11.1         14.8           8.9           2.7         31.6
1995                    66.7            0.1           6.5         20.5         26.1         11.7           1.8          31.1          35.3            0.0            1.6            9.0         13.1           9.2           2.4         32.0
1996                    65.3            0.1           5.8         19.6         26.0         12.0           1.8          31.3          34.7            0.0            1.5            8.6         13.1           9.0           2.6         32.2
1997                    63.2            0.1           5.3         18.1         25.1         12.7           2.0          31.5          34.2            0.0            1.4            8.1         12.7           9.4           2.6         32.4
1998                    60.4            0.1           4.7         16.4         24.0         13.1           2.1          31.8          32.3            0.0            1.2            7.4         12.1           9.0           2.6         32.6
1999                    56.4            0.1           4.2         14.7         22.3         13.0           2.1          32.0          30.7            0.0            1.1            6.8         11.4           8.8           2.6         32.7
2000                    54.9            0.1           4.0         14.1         21.1         13.5           2.2          32.1          29.7            0.0            1.0            6.4         10.9           8.7           2.7         32.8
2001                     52.1            0.1           3.9         12.8         19.8         13.2           2.3          32.2          28.3            0.0            0.9            5.9         10.4           8.4           2.7         33.0 
2002                    50.3            0.1           3.9         11.8         19.0         13.1           2.4          32.3          28.2            0.0            0.9            5.6         10.3           8.5           2.8         33.1
2003                    52.0            0.1           3.8         12.1         19.2         14.1           2.6          32.5          28.4            0.0            1.0            5.7         10.2           8.8           2.8         33.1
2004
p                   52.5            0.1           4.0         12.1         19.3         14.3           2.8          32.5          29.3            0.0            0.9            5.7         10.5           9.2           2.9         33.2
2002 Sept
                    13.1            0.0           0.9           3.1           4.9           3.5           0.6          32.4           7.1            0.0            0.2            1.4           2.6           2.2           0.7         33.1 
        Dec            12.4            0.0           1.0           3.0           4.5           3.2           0.6          32.3           7.1            0.0            0.2            1.4           2.6           2.1           0.7         33.2
2003 March         12.5            0.0           1.0           3.0           4.6           3.3           0.6          32.3           6.9            0.0            0.2            1.4           2.5           2.1           0.7         33.1
        June            13.1            0.0           1.0           3.1           4.9           3.5           0.6          32.4           7.1            0.0            0.2            1.4           2.5           2.2           0.7         33.2
        Sept            13.7            0.0           0.9           3.1           5.1           3.8           0.7          32.5           7.3            0.0            0.2            1.5           2.6           2.3           0.7         33.0
        Dec            12.7            0.0           1.0           2.9           4.6           3.6           0.7          32.6           7.1            0.0            0.3            1.4           2.6           2.1           0.7         33.1 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
2004 Marchp        12.9            0.0           1.0           3.0           4.8           3.4           0.6          32.4           7.1            0.0            0.2            1.4           2.6           2.2           0.7         33.2 
        Junep           13.1            0.0           1.0           2.9           4.9           3.6           0.7          32.5           7.2            0.0            0.2            1.4           2.6           2.3           0.7         33.1
        Septp           13.3            0.0           1.0           3.1           4.9           3.6           0.8          32.5           7.5            0.0            0.3            1.4           2.7           2.4           0.8         33.3 
        Dec
p           13.2            0.0           1.0           3.1           4.7           3.7           0.7          32.5           7.5            0.0            0.2            1.5           2.7           2.4           0.7         33.2
1  Birth order is based on all live births within marriage to the mother by her present or any former husband.
2  The mean ages shown in this table are unstandardised and therefore take no account of changes in the structure of the population by age, marital status or parity.
3  Mean age at birth refers to fourth births only. 
p  Provisional.
Table 3.3 Live births: within marriage, within marriage to remarried women, age of mother and birth order1
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Conceptions: age of women at conception                                                                                                                             Table 4.1
                                     Age  of  woman  at  conception
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Year and quarter              All ages               Under 16             Under 18             Under 20                20–24                   25–29                  30–34                  35–39              40 and over
                         (a) numbers (thousands)                                                                                                                                                                                                
1991                                   853.7                     7.5                    40.1                    101.6                    233.3                  281.5                   167.5                    57.6                    12.1
1996                                   816.9                     8.9                    43.5                      94.9                    179.8                  252.6                   200.0                    75.5                    14.1
1998                                   797.0                     8.5                    44.1                    101.6                    163.3                  232.4                   201.4                    82.9                    15.4
1999                                   774.0                     7.9                    42.0                      98.8                    157.6                  218.5                   197.1                    86.0                    16.0
2000
                                   767.0                     8.1                    41.3                      97.7                    159.0                  209.3                   195.3                    88.7                    17.0
2001                                   763.7                     7.9                    41.0                      96.0                    161.6                  199.3                   196.7                    92.2                    17.8
2002                                   787.0                     7.9                    42.0                      97.1                    167.8                  199.4                   204.3                    98.9                    19.6
2003P                                  806.6                     8.1                    42.2                      98.5                    175.1                  199.7                   209.1                  103.2                    21.0
2001  March                        189.2                     1.9                    10.2                      24.3                      40.4                    50.0                     47.8                    22.3                      4.4
         June                          187.4                     2.1                    10.2                      24.0                      39.8                    48.8                     47.7                    22.8                      4.4
         Sept                          189.3                     1.9                    10.0                      23.1                      39.2                    49.5                     49.9                    23.2                      4.4
         Dec                                             197.9                     2.0                    10.6                      24.6                      42.3                    51.1                     51.3                    23.9                      4.7
2002  March                        191.6                     1.9                    10.3                      24.1                      41.3                    48.8                     49.0                    23.7                      4.6
         June                          190.4                     2.0                    10.5                      24.2                      40.7                    48.2                     48.8                    23.8                      4.8
         Sept                          197.4                     2.0                    10.2                      23.4                      41.4                    50.2                     52.4                    25.2                      4.9
         Dec                           207.6                     2.0                    11.0                      25.4                      44.4                    52.3                     54.2                    26.2                      5.2
2003  MarchP                      198.2                     1.9                    10.5                      24.5                      42.9                    49.4                     51.2                    25.2                      4.9
         JuneP                         198.5                     2.1                    10.8                      24.7                      43.2                    49.1                     51.1                    25.2                      5.3
         SeptP                         200.1                     2.0                    10.2                      23.7                      43.0                    49,3                     52.8                    26.1                      5.2
         DecP                          209.7                     2.0                    10.8                      25.6                      46.0                    51.9                     54.0                    26.7                      5.6
                        (b) rates (conceptions per thousand women in age group)1                                                                                                                                             
1991                                    77.7                     8.9                    44.6                      64.1                    120.2                  135.1                     90.1                    34.4                      6.6
1996                                    76.2                     9.5                    46.3                      63.2                    110.1                  127.6                     96.3                    40.7                      8.4
1998                                    74.2                     9.0                    47.1                      65.1                    107.7                  122.2                     96.8                    42.4                      8.9
1999                                    71.9                     8.3                    45.1                      63.1                    103.9                  118.0                     95.3                    42.9                      9.1 
2000
                                    70.9                     8.3                    43.9                      62.5                    103.2                  115.7                     95.3                    43.2                      9.4
2001                                    70.3                     8.0                    42.7                      60.8                    102.5                  114.2                     96.7                    44.3                      9.6
2002                                    72.2                     7.9                    42.8                      60.3                    104.6                  119.1                   101.6                    47.0                    10.3
2003P                                   73.7                     8.0                    42.3                      59.7                    107.0                  122.9                   105.9                    49.1                    10.7
2001  March                         70.7                     7.8                    43.3                      62.7                    104.8                  114.5                     95.0                    43.7                      9.7
         June                           69.2                     8.4                    42.8                      61.0                    101.4                  111.6                     94.0                    44.0                      9.5
         Sept                           69.1                     7.7                    41.1                      57.8                      98.4                  113.1                     97.6                    44.2                      9.3
         Dec                                                72.1                     8.1                    43.5                      61.4                    105.6                  118.0                   100.5                    45.4                    10.0
2002  March                         71.3                     7.7                    42.9                      61.3                    105.1                  116.4                     98.4                    45.8                      9.9
         June                           70.1                     8.1                    42.9                      60.4                    101.9                  114.8                     97.1                    45.5                    10.2
         Sept                           71.8                     7.7                    41.2                      57.5                    102.1                  119.4                   103.5                    47.6                    10.2
         Dec                            75.4                     8.0                    44.1                      62.1                    108.9                  125.1                   107.6                    49.4                    10.7
2003  MarchP                       73.5                     7.8                    42.8                      60.8                    107.2                  121.8                   104.5                    48.6                    10.3
         JuneP                          72.8                     8.4                    43.3                      60.3                    106.0                  120.6                   103.5                    48.1                    10.8
         SeptP                          72.5                     8.0                    40.6                      56.8                    104.2                  120.2                   106.5                    49.3                    10.6
         DecP                           76.0                     7.9                    42.7                      61.3                    111.0                  126.6                   109.8                    50.5                    11.2
                        (c) percentage terminated by abortion                                                                                                                                                                            
1991                                    19.4                   51.1                    39.9                      34.5                      22.2                    13.4                     13.7                    22.0                    41.6
1996                                    20.8                   49.2                    40.0                      36.2                      25.7                    15.6                     14.1                    21.2                    37.6
1998                                    22.3                   52.4                    42.0                      37.8                      27.8                    17.1                     14.9                    21.5                    37.9
1999                                    22.6                   52.6                    43.0                      38.6                      28.5                    17.5                     14.7                    21.2                    37.0
2000
                                    22.7                   54.0                    44.2                      39.3                      29.2                    17.7                     14.5                    20.5                    35.4
2001                                                             23.2                   55.8                    45.7                      40.4                      29.7                    18.4                     14.6                    20.4                    34.6
2002                                    22.5                   55.6                    45.3                      39.9                      28.8                    17.9                     13.9                    19.5                    34.6
2003P                                   22.5                   57.0                    45.6                      40.2                      29.0                    17.9                     13.6                    18.8                    34.6
2001  March                         23.4                   54.4                    44.9                      40.2                      29.8                    18.6                     14.8                    20.7                    34.9   
         June                           23.8                   58.8                    47.0                      41.1                      30.3                    18.6                     15.3                    21.0                    36.0   
         Sept                           22.5                   55.0                    45.7                      40.1                      29.2                    18.1                     13.8                    19.9                    33.5
         Dec                                                22.9                   54.9                    45.2                      40.0                      29.5                    18.1                     14.4                    20.2                    34.1 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
2002  March                         22.9                   54.3                    44.9                      40.2                      29.4                    18.1                     14.1                    19.8                    35.1
         June                           22.9                   55.5                    45.0                      39.4                      28.9                    18.4                     14.5                    20.1                    34.8
         Sept                           21.6                   56.1                    45.0                      39.4                      27.8                    17.3                     13.2                    18.7                    34.2
         Dec                            22.6                   56.4                    46.3                      40.7                      29.0                    17.8                     13.9                    19.4                    34.5
2003  MarchP                        22.8                   58.9                    46.1                      40.2                      29.5                    17.9                     13.8                    19.7                    34.5
         JuneP                          23.1                   58.2                    46.2                      40.9                      29.3                    18.4                     14.2                    19.2                    36.0   
         SeptP                          21.6                   56.4                    45.3                      39.5                      28.0                    17.1                     13.0                    18.0                    33.6
         DecP                           22.5                   54.6                    44.8                      40.3                      29.0                    18.1                     13.5                    18.5                    34.5
Notes:     Conceptions are estimates derived from birth registrations and abortion notiﬁ  cations.
               Rates for women of all ages, under 16, under 18, under 20 and 40 and over are based on the population of women aged 15–44, 13–15, 15–17, 15–19 and 40–44 respectively.
For a quarterly analysis of conceptions under 18 for local authority areas see the National Statistics website, www.statistics.gov.uk.
1  Rates for 1992 to 2000 are based on the revised mid-year population estimates released on 7 October 2004. Rates for 2001 to 2003 are based on the revised mid-year estimates released 
on 9 September 2004.
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Table 5.1 Expectation of life at birth and selected age
 Constituent countries of the United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                                          Years
                                                             Males                                                                                                                   Females
                                    
Year                            At                        At age                                                              Year                          At                      At  age 
                                 birth                                                                                                                                    birth          
                                                 5          20          30          50          60          70      80                                                           5          20          30          50          60          70       80
United Kingdom
1981                          70.8       66.9       52.3       42.7       24.1       16.3       10.1     5.8            1981                      76.8        72.7       57.9       48.2       29.2        20.8       13.3      7.5
1986                          71.9       67.8       53.2       43.6       24.9       16.8       10.5     6.0            1986                      77.7        73.4       58.6       48.8       29.8        21.2       13.8      7.8
1991                          73.2       68.9       54.2       44.7       26.0       17.7       11.1     6.4            1991                      78.7        74.3       59.5       49.7       30.6        21.9       14.3      8.2
1996                          74.3       69.8       55.1       45.6       26.9       18.5       11.6     6.6            1996                      79.4        74.9       60.1       50.3       31.2        22.3       14.5      8.3
1997                          74.5       70.1       55.4       45.9       27.2       18.8       11.7     6.7            1997                      79.6        75.1       60.2       50.4       31.3        22.5       14.6      8.4
1998                          74.8       70.3       55.6       46.1       27.4       18.9       11.9     6.7            1998                      79.7        75.2       60.4       50.5       31.4        22.6       14.7      8.4
1999                          75.0       70.6       55.9       46.3       27.6       19.2       12.0     6.8            1999                      79.9        75.4       60.5       50.7       31.6        22.8       14.8      8.5
2000                          75.4       70.9       56.2       46.6       28.0       19.5       12.3     7.0            2000                      80.2        75.6       60.8       51.0       31.9        23.0       15.0      8.6
2001                          75.7       71.2       56.5       46.9       28.3       19.8       12.5     7.1            2001                      80.4        75.9       61.0       51.2       32.1        23.2       15.2      8.7
2002                          75.9       71.5       56.7       47.2       28.5       20.0       12.6     7.2            2002                      80.5        76.0       61.1       51.3       32.2        23.3       15.2      8.7
England and Wales
1981                          71.0       67.1       52.5       42.9       24.3       16.4       10.1     5.8            1981                      77.0        72.9       58.1       48.3       29.4        20.9       13.4      7.5
1986                          72.1       68.0       53.4       43.8       25.0       16.9       10.5     6.1            1986                      77.9        73.6       58.8       49.0       30.0        21.4       13.9      7.9
1991                          73.4       69.1       54.4       44.8       26.1       17.8       11.2     6.4            1991                      78.9        74.5       59.7       49.9       30.8        22.0       14.4      8.3
1996                          74.5       70.1       55.4       45.8       27.1       18.7       11.6     6.6            1996                      79.6        75.1       60.2       50.4       31.3        22.5       14.6      8.4
1997                          74.8       70.3       55.6       46.1       27.4       18.9       11.8     6.7            1997                      79.7        75.2       60.4       50.6       31.5        22.6       14.7      8.4
1998                          75.0       70.6       55.8       46.3       27.6       19.1       11.9     6.8            1998                      79.9        75.4       60.5       50.7       31.6        22.7       14.8      8.4
1999                          75.3       70.8       56.1       46.5       27.8       19.3       12.1     6.9            1999                      80.1        75.6       60.7       50.9       31.8        22.9       14.9      8.5
2000                          75.6       71.2       56.4       46.9       28.1       19.6       12.3     7.0            2000                      80.3        75.8       61.0       51.1       32.0        23.1       15.1      8.6
2001                          76.0       71.5       56.7       47.2       28.5       19.9       12.6     7.1            2001                      80.6        76.0       61.2       51.4       32.2        23.3       15.2      8.7
2002                          76.2       71.7       57.0       47.4       28.7       20.1       12.7     7.2            2002                      80.7        76.1       61.3       51.5       32.3        23.4       15.3      8.7
England
1981                          71.1       67.1       52.5       42.9       24.3       16.4       10.1     5.8            1981                      77.0        72.9       58.2       48.4       29.4        20.9       13.4      7.5
1986                          72.2       68.1       53.4       43.8       25.1       17.0       10.6     6.1            1986                      77.9        73.6       58.8       49.0       30.0        21.4       13.9      7.9
1991                          73.4       69.1       54.4       44.9       26.2       17.8       11.2     6.4            1991                      78.9        74.5       59.7       49.9       30.8        22.0       14.4      8.3
1996                          74.5       70.1       55.4       45.9       27.1       18.7       11.7     6.6            1996                      79.6        75.1       60.3       50.5       31.3        22.5       14.6      8.4
1997                          74.8       70.4       55.6       46.1       27.4       18.9       11.8     6.7            1997                      79.8        75.3       60.4       50.6       31.5        22.6       14.7      8.4
1998                          75.0       70.6       55.9       46.3       27.6       19.1       12.0     6.8            1998                      79.9        75.4       60.6       50.7       31.6        22.7       14.8      8.5
1999                          75.3       70.9       56.1       46.6       27.9       19.4       12.1     6.9            1999                      80.1        75.6       60.8       50.9       31.8        22.9       14.9      8.5
2000                          75.7       71.2       56.5       46.9       28.2       19.6       12.4     7.0            2000                      80.4        75.8       61.0       51.2       32.0        23.1       15.1      8.6
2001                          76.0       71.5       56.8       47.2       28.5       19.9       12.6     7.1            2001                      80.6        76.1       61.2       51.4       32.3        23.4       15.3      8.7
2002                          76.2       71.8       57.0       47.4       28.7       20.1       12.8     7.2            2002                      80.7        76.2       61.3       51.5       32.4        23.4       15.3      8.7
Wales
1981                          70.4       66.5       51.9       42.2       23.6       15.8        9.7      5.6            1981                      76.4        72.3       57.5       47.7       28.9        20.5       13.1      7.4
1986                          71.6       67.5       52.8       43.2       24.6       16.6       10.3     6.0            1986                      77.5        73.3       58.5       48.7       29.7        21.1       13.7      7.8
1991                          73.1       68.8       54.1       44.6       25.8       17.6       11.0     6.4            1991                      78.8        74.3       59.5       49.7       30.6        21.8       14.3      8.3
1996                          73.9       69.4       54.7       45.3       26.6       18.2       11.3     6.4            1996                      79.1        74.6       59.7       49.9       30.9        22.1       14.4      8.3
1997                          74.3       69.8       55.1       45.6       26.9       18.5       11.6     6.6            1997                      79.3        74.8       60.0       50.2       31.1        22.3       14.5      8.4
1998                          74.4       70.0       55.2       45.8       27.1       18.6       11.6     6.6            1998                      79.4        74.9       60.0       50.2       31.1        22.3       14.5      8.3
1999                          74.7       70.2       55.5       46.1       27.4       18.9       11.9     6.8            1999                      79.6        75.1       60.2       50.4       31.3        22.5       14.6      8.4
2000                          74.9       70.5       55.8       46.3       27.6       19.1       12.0     6.8            2000                      79.8        75.3       60.4       50.6       31.5        22.6       14.7      8.4
2001                          75.4       70.9       56.2       46.7       28.0       19.5       12.3     7.1            2001                      80.1        75.5       60.6       50.8       31.8        22.9       14.9      8.5
2002                          75.7       71.1       56.3       46.9       28.2       19.7       12.4     7.1            2002                      80.2        75.6       60.7       50.9       31.8        22.9       15.0      8.6
Scotland
1981                          69.1       65.2       50.6       41.1       22.9       15.4        9.6      5.5            1981                      75.3        71.2       56.4       46.7       27.9        19.7       12.7      7.2
1986                          70.2       66.0       51.4       41.9       23.5       15.8        9.9      5.7            1986                      76.2        71.9       57.1       47.3       28.4        20.1       13.0      7.5
1991                          71.4       67.1       52.5       43.0       24.6       16.6       10.4     6.1            1991                      77.1        72.7       57.9       48.1       29.2        20.7       13.5      7.9
1996                          72.2       67.8       53.1       43.7       25.3       17.3       10.9     6.3            1996                      77.9        73.3       58.5       48.8       29.8        21.2       13.8      8.0
1997                          72.4       68.0       53.3       43.9       25.6       17.5       11.0     6.4            1997                      78.0        73.5       58.7       48.9       30.0        21.4       13.9      8.0
1998                          72.6       68.2       53.5       44.2       25.8       17.8       11.1     6.5            1998                      78.2        73.6       58.8       49.0       30.1        21.4       13.9      8.0
1999                          72.8       68.4       53.7       44.4       26.0       18.0       11.3     6.6            1999                      78.4        73.8       59.0       49.2       30.3        21.6       14.0      8.1
2000                          73.1       68.6       53.9       44.6       26.3       18.2       11.5     6.6            2000                      78.6        74.0       59.2       49.4       30.5        21.8       14.1      8.1
2001                          73.3       68.8       54.2       44.8       26.6       18.4       11.7     6.8            2001                      78.8        74.2       59.4       49.6       30.7        22.0       14.3      8.2
2002                          73.5       69.0       54.3       45.0       26.7       18.6       11.8     6.8            2002                      78.9        74.3       59.5       49.7       30.8        22.1       14.4      8.2
Northern Ireland
1981                          69.2       65.4       50.9       41.5       23.2       15.6        9.7      5.8            1981                      75.5        71.6       56.8       47.1       28.3        20.0       12.8      7.3
1986                          70.9       66.8       52.2       42.7       24.2       16.4       10.4     6.2            1986                      77.1        72.9       58.1       48.3       29.3        20.8       13.4      7.8
1991                          72.6       68.2       53.6       44.1       25.5       17.3       11.0     6.4            1991                      78.4        74.0       59.2       49.4       30.3        21.6       14.2      8.3
1996                          73.8       69.4       54.7       45.3       26.6       18.2       11.4     6.6            1996                      79.2        74.7       59.9       50.0       30.9        22.1       14.4      8.4
1997                          74.2       69.7       55.0       45.5       26.8       18.4       11.5     6.6            1997                      79.5        75.0       60.2       50.3       31.2        22.4       14.5      8.4
1998                          74.3       69.8       55.2       45.7       27.0       18.6       11.6     6.6            1998                      79.5        75.0       60.2       50.4       31.2        22.4       14.5      8.2
1999                          74.5       70.0       55.4       45.9       27.2       18.8       11.7     6.6            1999                      79.6        75.1       60.2       50.4       31.3        22.5       14.6      8.2
2000                          74.8       70.4       55.7       46.2       27.6       19.1       11.9     6.6            2000                      79.8        75.2       60.4       50.6       31.5        22.6       14.6      8.2
2001                          75.2       70.7       56.1       46.6       27.9       19.4       12.3     6.9            2001                      80.1        75.6       60.7       50.9       31.8        22.9       14.9      8.4
2002                          75.6       71.1       56.4       46.9       28.2       19.7       12.4     7.0            2002                      80.4        75.9       61.0       51.2       32.0        23.1       15.1      8.5
Note:   Figures from 1981 are calculated from the population estimates revised in the light of the 2001 Census.  All ﬁ  gures are based on a three-year period.55   National Statistics   
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                                                                     A g e   g r o u p
                                      
Year and quarter        All ages      Under 11       1–4           5–9          10–14        15–19        20–24        25–34         35–44        45–54        55–64         65–74        75–84     85 and over
Numbers (thousands)
Males
1976                           300.1           4.88           0.88           0.68           0.64           1.66           1.66           3.24           5.93           20.4           52.0           98.7           80.3           29.0 
1981                           289.0           4.12           0.65           0.45           0.57           1.73           1.58           3.18           5.54           16.9           46.9           92.2           86.8           28.5 
1986                           287.9           3.72           0.57           0.33           0.38           1.43           1.75           3.10           5.77           14.4           43.6           84.4           96.2           32.2
1991                           277.6           2.97           0.55           0.34           0.35           1.21           1.76           3.69           6.16           13.3           34.9           77.2           95.8           39.3 
1996                           268.7           2.27           0.44           0.24           0.29           0.93           1.41           4.06           5.84           13.6           30.1           71.0           90.7           47.8   
1999                           264.3           2.08           0.41           0.22           0.28           0.90           1.27           3.85           5.93           13.6           28.7           64.3           90.4           52.3
2000                           255.5           1.89           0.34           0.22           0.28           0.87           1.22           3.76           6.05           13.4           27.9           60.6           87.1           51.9
2001                           252.4           1.81           0.32           0.19           0.28           0.88           1.27           3.63           6.07           13.3           27.5           57.5           87.0           52.7
2002                           253.1           1.81           0.32           0.20           0.28           0.83           1.24           3.47           6.20           12.9           27.7           56.3           88.3           53.6
2003                           253.9           1.81           0.31           0.19           0.24           0.81           1.23           3.26           6.32           12.7           28.2           55.1           89.6           54.0
2004P                          245.2           1.81           0.30           0.17           0.25           0.83           1.25           3.28           6.36           12.4           27.1           52.7           87.3           51.3
Females
1976                           298.5           3.46           0.59           0.45           0.42           0.62           0.67           1.94           4.04           12.8           29.6           67.1         104.7           72.1 
1981                           288.9           2.90           0.53           0.30           0.37           0.65           0.64           1.82           3.74           10.5           27.2           62.8         103.6           73.9 
1986                           293.3           2.59           0.49           0.25           0.27           0.56           0.67           1.65           3.83            8.8           25.8           58.4         106.5           83.6
1991                           292.5           2.19           0.44           0.25           0.22           0.46           0.64           1.73           3.70            8.4           21.3           54.2         103.3           95.7 
1996                           291.5           1.69           0.32           0.18           0.20           0.43           0.51           1.85           3.66            8.9           18.2           50.2           96.7         108.7
1999                           291.8           1.55           0.30           0.17           0.22           0.39           0.47           1.67           3.79            9.0           18.0           45.1           93.9         117.2
2000                           280.1           1.49           0.25           0.16           0.18           0.38           0.47           1.69           3.87            9.1           17.6           42.2           89.3         113.4
2001                           277.9           1.43           0.27           0.19           0.18           0.38           0.47           1.59           3.77            8.9           17.6           40.5           88.8         113.9
2002                           280.4           1.31           0.24           0.16           0.19           0.38           0.43           1.61           3.77            8.7           17.7           39.6           90.0         116.3
2003                           284.4           1.50           0.28           0.15           0.19           0.35           0.46           1.57           3.86            8.5           18.0           39.0           92.7         117.9
2004P                          269.0           1.46           0.25           0.14           0.17           0.41           0.49           1.53           3.85            8.1           17.6           37.0           88.4         109.4
Rates (deaths per 1,000 population in each age group)
Males
1976                             12.5           16.2           0.65           0.34           0.31           0.88           0.96           0.92           2.09           6.97           19.6           50.3         116.4         243.2 
1981                             12.0           12.6           0.53           0.27           0.29           0.82           0.83           0.89           1.83           6.11           17.7           45.6         105.2         226.5 
1986                             11.8           11.0           0.44           0.21           0.23           0.72           0.83           0.88           1.68           5.27           16.6           42.8         101.2         215.4
1991                             11.2            8.3           0.40           0.21           0.23           0.72           0.89           0.94           1.76           4.56           13.9           38.1           93.1         205.6 
1996                             10.7            6.8           0.32           0.14           0.18           0.60           0.85           1.01           1.67           4.06           11.9           34.5           85.0         198.8
1999                             10.4            6.5           0.31           0.12           0.16           0.56           0.83           0.99           1.60           3.99           10.9           31.6           79.9         194.4
2000                             10.0            6.1           0.26           0.13           0.16           0.54           0.79           0.98           1.59           3.92           10.4           29.7           75.9         187.5
2001                               9.9            5.9           0.25           0.11           0.16           0.53           0.80           0.97           1.56           3.89           10.0           28.0           74.0         186.4
2002                               9.8            5.9           0.25           0.12           0.16           0.49           0.77           0.95           1.57           3.85             9.7           27.2           73.4         187.5
2003                               9.8            5.7           0.25           0.11           0.14           0.46           0.95           0.91           1.58           3.81             9.6           26.3           72.8         190.4
20042P                            9.4            5.5           0.25           0.11           0.14           0.47           0.75           0.93           1.57           3.72             9.0           24.9           69.8         176.0
2002  March                  10.8            6.7           0.35           0.14           0.19           0.52           0.77           0.94           1.59           4.04           10.1           29.5           80.9         216.3
         June                      9.5            5.7           0.22           0.13           0.14           0.50           0.78           0.96           1.51           3.77             9.4           26.7           70.2         177.7
         Sept                                     9.0            5.3           0.22           0.10           0.15           0.49           0.80           1.00           1.60           3.72             9.2           25.1           66.7         163.4
         Dec                     10.1            6.0           0.22           0.10           0.15           0.46           0.74           0.88           1.56           3.86           10.0           27.6           75.9         193.2
2003  March                  10.5            6.4           0.27           0.12           0.16           0.48           0.77           0.94           1.62           3.94           10.0           27.8           72.8         214.3
         June                      9.4            5.5           0.24           0.09           0.12           0.45           0.74           0.92           1.60           3.78             9.2           25.4           70.2         179.1
         Sept                      9.0            5.2           0.19           0.11           0.14           0.52           0.79           0.93           1.57           3.63             9.1           24.6           66.1         165.9
         Dec                     10.3            5.8           0.29           0.13           0.13           0.39           0.69           0.84           1.52           3.91           10.0           27.7           77.0         202.8
20042 MarchP                10.4            5.7           0.29           0.11           0.15           0.51           0.77           0.95           1.64           3.91             9.5           27.1           77.9         204.5
         JuneP                     9.1            5.4           0.24           0.13           0.13           0.41           0.69           0.92           1.58           3.69             8.8           24.5           66.9         163.9
         Septp                     8.7            5.3           0.20           0.10           0.15           0.41           0.74           0.87           1.45           3.64             8.6           23.2           64.5         156.2
         DecP                      9.5            5.7           0.26           0.08           0.14           0.55           0.80           0.97           1.62           3.63             9.0           25.0           69.9         180.2
Females
1976                             11.8           12.2           0.46           0.24           0.21           0.35           0.40           0.56           1.46           4.30           10.1           26.0           74.6         196.6
1981                             11.3            9.4           0.46           0.19           0.19           0.32           0.35           0.52           1.26           3.80             9.5           24.1           66.2         178.2
1986                             11.4            8.0           0.40           0.17           0.17           0.29           0.33           0.47           1.12           3.24             9.2           23.4           62.5         169.4
1991                             11.2            6.4           0.33           0.16           0.15           0.29           0.33           0.44           1.05           2.87             8.2           21.8           58.7         161.6
1996                             11.0            5.3           0.25           0.10           0.12           0.29           0.31           0.46           1.04           2.63             7.1           20.6           55.8         158.9
1999                             11.0            5.1           0.24           0.10           0.13           0.25           0.31           0.43           1.01           2.61             6.7           19.2           53.4         162.6
2000                             10.5            5.1           0.20           0.10           0.11           0.25           0.30           0.44           1.00           2.62             6.4           18.1           50.8         155.2
2001                             10.4            4.9           0.22           0.12           0.11           0.24           0.30           0.42           0.96           2.57             6.3           17.4           50.1         155.0
2002                             10.4            4.5           0.20           0.10           0.11           0.24           0.27           0.44           0.94           2.54             6.0           17.0           50.4         159.4
2003
                                                10.6            4.9           0.24           0.10           0.12           0.21           0.28           0.44           0.95           2.51             5.9           16.7           51.3         165.8
20042P                            9.9            4.7           0.22           0.09           0.10           0.25           0.30           0.43           0.94           2.39             5.7           15.8           48.7         154.4
2002  March                  11.7            4.7           0.21           0.11           0.12           0.29           0.26           0.44           1.01           2.59             6.2           18.4           55.8         185.2
         June                      9.9            4.4           0.18           0.07           0.14           0.20           0.31           0.44           0.91           2.54             5.9           16.6           47.9         147.1
         Sept                                     9.5            4.1           0.19           0.10           0.12           0.22           0.23           0.47           0.91           2.41             5.8           15.9           45.6         140.3
         Dec                     10.8            4.9           0.21           0.12           0.08           0.24           0.27           0.40           0.94           2.62             6.2           17.0           52.4         165.6
2003  March                  11.4            5.3           0.26           0.09           0.09           0.19           0.33           0.48           1.00           2.59             6.1           17.6           54.8         184.6
         June                    10.0            4.8           0.24           0.09           0.17           0.22           0.25           0.43           0.90           2.58             5.8           16.1           49.3         153.6
         Sept                      9.6            4.5           0.20           0.12           0.10           0.21           0.30           0.43           0.97           2.38             5.6           15.3           46.8         147.6
         Dec                     11.2            5.2           0.26           0.09           0.10           0.24           0.25           0.40           0.94           2.49             6.2           17.8           54.3         177.5
20042 MarchP                11.3            5.4           0.24           0.10           0.09           0.27           0.33           0.43           0.95           2.49             6.0           17.5           54.9         180.5
         JuneP                     9.5            4.5           0.20           0.10           0.11           0.20           0.28           0.44           0.95           2.42             5.5           15.0           46.6         144.6
         Septp                     9.1            4.5           0.20           0.07           0.11           0.26           0.27           0.42           0.91           2.33             5.4           14.8           44.5         137.1   
         DecP                    10.0            4.4           0.23           0.09           0.10           0.25           0.31           0.45           0.95           2.33             5.8           16.0           48.8         155.7
Note:   Figures represent the numbers of deaths registered in each year up to 1992 and the numbers of deaths occurring in each year from 1993 to 2003. Provisional ﬁ  gures for 2004 relate to 
registrations.
1  Rates per 1,000 live births.
2  Based on the 2003-based population projections for 2004.
P  Provisional
Table 6.1 Deaths: age and sex
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Table 6.2 Deaths: subnational
Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions of England1                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Rates
Year and                       North East              North            Yorkshire and       East Midlands              West                    East                  London                 South                   South
quarter                                                         West               the Humber                                       Midlands                                                                         East                    West
                                                                                                                                                                                      
Total deaths (deaths per 1,000 population of all ages)
                                                                                                                                                                                         
1996                                  11.7                     11.7                     11.2                     10.7                   10.7                      10.3                       9.4                     10.7                     11.7
1997                                  11.6                     11.6                     11.1                     10.5                   10.6                      10.2                       9.0                     10.6                     11.7
1998                                  11.9                     11.7                     11.2                     10.8                   10.6                      10.2                       8.8                     10.4                     11.4
1999                                  11.6                     11.5                     10.9                     10.7                   10.7                      10.3                       8.7                     10.5                     11.6
2000                                  10.8                     10.7                     10.3                     10.0                   10.3                        9.9                       8.2                       9.8                     11.3
2001                                  11.1                     11.0                     10.4                     10.1                   10.2                        9.9                       7.9                       9.9                     11.0
2002                                  11.2                     11.0                     10.5                     10.2                   10.2                      10.0                       7.8                       9.9                     11.1
2003                                  11.3                     11.0                     10.5                     10.3                   10.4                        9.9                       7.8                       9.9                     11.2
2004P                                 11.0                     10.5                     10.2                       9.8                     9.9                        9.6                       7.3                       9.5                     10.5
2002    March                     12.6                     12.3                     11.6                     11.2                   11.2                      11.1                       8.6                     11.1                     12.2
           June                        10.7                     10.6                     10.0                       9.7                     9.8                        9.5                       7.4                       9.4                     10.6
           Sept                                           9.9                      9.8                       9.7                       9.2                     9.4                        9.1                       7.2                       9.1                     10.2
           Dec                        11.5                     11.3                     10.8                     10.6                   10.6                      10.1                       8.0                     10.2                     11.3
2003    March                     12.1                     11.8                     11.2                     11.2                   11.3                      10.7                       8.5                     10.7                     11.9
           June                                         10.6                     10.6                       9.9                       9.9                   10.0                        9.4                       7.4                       9.5                     10.8
           Sept                        10.2                      9.9                       9.5                       9.4                     9.4                        9.1                       7.3                       9.2                     10.2
           Dec                        12.1                     11.7                     11.3                     10.9                   11.1                      10.5                       8.0                     10.3                     11.9
20042  MarchP                    12.1                     11.8                     11.4                     11.0                   11.0                      10.7                       8.2                     10.7                     11.9
           JuneP                       10.7                     10.0                       9.7                       9.3                     9.6                        9.2                       7.0                       9.1                     10.0
           Septp                         9.9                       9.8                       9.4                       9.0                     9.1                        8.9                       6.6                       8.8                       9.5
           DecP                       11.2                     10.5                     10.2                       9.9                   10.0                        9.6                       7.4                       9.5                     10.7
Infant mortality (deaths under 1 year per 1,000 live births)
1996                                    6.2                       6.3                       6.5                       6.3                     6.8                        5.3                       6.3                       5.3                       5.5
1997                                    5.8                       6.7                       6.5                       5.7                     7.0                        4.8                       5.8                       5.0                       5.8
1998                                    5.0                       6.3                       6.9                       5.6                     6.5                        5.0                       6.0                       4.4                       4.8
1999                                    5.6                       6.5                       6.3                       6.0                     6.9                        4.6                       6.0                       4.8                       4.7
2000                                    6.5                       6.2                       7.3                       5.4                     6.8                        4.4                       5.4                       4.4                       4.7
2001                                    5.4                       5.8                       5.5                       4.9                     6.4                        4.5                       6.1                       4.2                       5.4
2002                                    4.8                       5.4                       6.1                       5.6                     6.6                        4.3                       5.5                       4.5                       4.3
2003                                    4.9                       5.9                       5.7                       5.9                     7.4                        4.5                       5.4                       4.2                       4.1
2004P                                   4.9                       5.4                       5.5                       5.1                     6.8                        4.2                       5.2                       3.9                       4.7
2002    March                       3.9                       6.7                       7.0                       7.0                     6.7                        4.4                       5.7                       4.9                       4.6
           June                          5.4                       5.2                       5.2                       5.7                     5.8                        4.5                       5.4                       4.6                       4.1
           Sept                                           5.2                       4.3                       5.5                       4.8                     6.7                        4.1                       4.9                       3.8                       3.7
           Dec                          4.5                       5.5                       6.9                       5.0                     7.2                        4.2                       6.1                       4.6                       4.7
2003    March                       6.2                       5.9                       6.9                       5.9                     8.3                        5.0                       6.0                       4.3                       5.3
           June                          4.2                       6.1                       5.4                       6.7                     6.7                        4.0                       5.6                       3.9                       3.4
           Sept                          4.3                       5.2                       4.1                       4.9                     7.8                        3.7                       4.8                       4.3                       3.7
           Dec                          5.0                       6.3                       6.6                       6.4                     6.9                        5.2                       5.0                       4.3                       4.2
2004    MarchP                      6.6                       5.6                       5.7                       5.4                     7.4                        4.7                       5.3                       4.4                       5.1
           JuneP                         4.1                       5.1                       6.2                       5.1                     6.4                        4.6                       4.6                       3.3                       5.4
           Septp                         3.2                       5.7                       4.9                       4.1                     6.7                        4.1                       5.2                       3.5                       4.0
           DecP                         5.7                       5.1                       5.5                       6.0                     6.5                        3.5                       5.6                       4.3                       4.5
Neonatal mortality (deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 live births)
1996                                    4.1                       4.0                       4.2                       4.2                     4.9                        3.5                       4.4                       3.5                       3.8
1997                                    3.7                       4.3                       4.4                       3.7                     5.0                        3.3                       3.7                       3.4                       3.9
1998                                    3.1                       4.1                       4.5                       3.7                     4.8                        3.4                       4.1                       2.9                       3.3
1999                                    4.1                       4.4                       4.1                       4.3                     4.8                        3.0                       4.1                       3.2                       3.2
2000                                    4.4                       4.3                       5.0                       4.1                     5.0                        3.0                       3.7                       3.1                       3.0
2001                                    3.5                       3.8                       3.2                       3.4                     4.4                        2.9                       4.1                       2.9                       3.7
2002                                    3.2                       3.6                       4.0                       4.0                     4.8                        2.9                       3.6                       2.9                       3.1
2003                                    3.2                       4.1                       4.0                       4.2                     5.1                        3.0                       3.7                       2.8                       2.9
2004P                                   2.9                       3.6                       3.7                       3.6                     4.9                        2.9                       3.6                       2.8                       3.2
2002    March                       2.8                       4.3                       4.6                       5.1                     5.0                        3.2                       3.8                       3.2                       3.2
           June                          4.1                       3.8                       3.1                       4.1                     4.4                        3.3                       3.6                       2.9                       3.2
           Sept                                           2.6                       2.7                       3.7                       3.5                     4.9                        2.4                       3.5                       2.5                       2.5
           Dec                          3.4                       3.8                       4.6                       3.2                     5.0                        2.6                       3.7                       3.1                       3.6
2003    March                       3.5                       4.1                       4.5                       4.1                     5.8                        3.3                       4.1                       2.9                       3.1
           June                          3.1                       4.1                       3.6                       4.2                     4.6                        2.8                       4.1                       2.5                       2.8
           Sept                          2.3                       3.5                       2.9                       3.9                     5.5                        2.5                       3.4                       3.0                       2.5
           Dec                          4.0                       4.5                       4.9                       4.7                     4.6                        3.3                       3.2                       2.9                       3.1
2004    MarchP                      4.1                       3.5                       3.7                       3.8                     5.6                        3.2                       3.9                       2.8                       3.5
           JuneP                         2.9                       3.5                       4.0                       3.9                     4.4                        3.4                       3.2                       2.5                       3.0
           Septp                         1.5                       3.8                       3.3                       3.2                     5.2                        2.9                       3.4                       2.8                       3.1
           DecP                         3.1                       3.6                       3.9                       3.7                     4.3                        2.2                       3.8                       3.1                       3.3
Perinatal mortality (stillbirths and deaths under 1 week per 1,000 total births)3
1996                                    9.2                       8.6                       8.3                       8.7                   10.2                        7.5                       9.6                       7.8                       7.5
1997                                    8.0                       8.9                       8.3                       7.7                     9.6                        7.3                       9.0                       7.3                       8.7
1998                                    8.2                       8.7                       9.2                       8.0                     9.3                        7.4                       9.0                       6.8                       7.3
1999                                    8.2                       8.7                       8.3                       7.8                     9.9                        7.0                       9.0                       6.9                       7.8
2000                                    8.5                       8.6                       9.6                       7.8                     9.6                        7.1                       9.0                       6.6                       6.6
2001                                    7.8                       8.7                       7.5                       7.9                     9.1                        7.1                       8.9                       6.9                       7.2
2002                                    8.1                       8.5                       9.0                       8.5                   10.0                        7.5                       9.3                       6.9                       6.8
2003                                    7.8                       9.0                       9.0                       9.5                   10.2                        7.3                       9.5                       7.0                       7.0
2004P                                   7.7                       8.2                       8.7                       8.2                     9.5                        7.5                       8.9                       7.0                       7.2
2002    March                       7.1                       8.8                     10.6                       9.5                   11.1                        7.3                       9.3                       7.7                       6.8
           June                          8.1                       8.6                       9.4                       8.8                     9.7                        7.4                     10.0                       6.9                       7.2
           Sept                                           7.8                       8.3                       7.6                       7.7                     9.5                        7.4                       8.7                       6.3                       6.5
           Dec                          9.6                       8.4                       8.5                       8.0                     9.8                        7.9                       9.1                       6.6                       6.9
2003    March                       9.3                       8.5                     10.9                     10.1                     9.8                        7.7                     10.1                       6.9                       6.9
           June                          7.9                       8.9                       7.6                     10.5                   11.6                        6.6                     10.0                       6.5                       7.8
           Sept                          6.9                       9.0                       7.6                       8.2                   10.9                        7.2                       9.1                       7.4                       6.3
           Dec                          7.5                       9.5                       9.8                       9.5                     8.4                        7.8                       8.8                       7.1                       6.9
2004    MarchP                      9.9                       8.3                       8.6                       8.7                   10.3                        7.8                       9.2                       7.3                       6.5
           JuneP                         8.8                       8.2                       9.1                       8.8                     9.2                        7.6                       8.5                       6.7                       7.6   
           Septp                         6.4                       8.0                       9.3                       8.1                     9.8                        7.6                       9.1                       7.2                       7.8
           DecP                         5.7                       8.5                       7.9                       7.3                     8.5                        7.1                       8.7                       6.7                       6.8
Note: Figures represent the numbers of deaths occurring in each year with the exception of provisional ﬁ  gures which relate to registrations.
1  The regions presented in this table have changed from the Regional Ofﬁ  ces of the Department of Health to the Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions. See ‘In brief’ Health Statistics Quarterly 15
    for details.
2  Crude death rates for 2004 are based on the mid-2003 population estimates published on 9 September 2004.
3  In October 1992 the legal deﬁ  nition of a stillbirth was changed, from a baby born dead after 28 completed weeks of gestation or more, to one born dead after 24 completed weeks of 
    gestation or more.
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                                                       All ages                          0–14                                       15–24                                      25–44                                 45 and over
Year and quarter              Persons        Males      Females    Persons      Males     Females     Persons     Males      Females     Persons     Males      Females    Persons      Males     Females
Inﬂ  ow
1971                                  200           103           97           33             17           17             65            28             37            81             48            33           21             10           11
1976                                  191           100           91           32             16           17             64            32             32            77             43            34           18               9             9
1981                                  153             83           71           30             16           14             48            24             24            60             34            26           15               9             7
1986                                  250           120         130           45             22           23             79            34             45           101             49            51           25             16           10
1991                                  328           157         171           53             23           30            106            47             59           139             73            66           31             14           17
1995                                  312           170         142           33             22           11            111            52             59           141             80            61           27             16           11
1996                                  318           157         161           33             14           19            114            49             65           142             77            65           29             17           12
1997                                  326           169         157           43             22           21            126            57             68           131             76            55           27             15           12
1998                                  390           207         184           37             18           19            134            65             69           194           109            84           26             15           11
1999                                  454           250         204           42             24           18            158            79             80           224           130            94           30             18           13
2000                                  483           275         209           36             18           18            161            82             79           244           149            95           43             26           17
2001                                  480           260         219           46             25           21            158            77             81           239           135          103           37             22           14
2002                                  513           284         229           38             20           17            185          100             85           256           148          108           35             16           19
2003                                  513           261         252           41             23           18            211            99           112           219           118          101           42             21           21 
2002  March                        105             59           46             7               4             3             37            20             17            53             31            22             8               4             3
  June                          117             68           49           10               6             4             39            19             19            58             37            21             9               5             4
  Sept                          197           103           93           14               7             7             75            39             36            96             53            43           11               4             7
  Dec                             95             54           41             6               4             3             34            21             13            48             27            21             7               3             4
2003  March                        109             51           58             9               6             3             37            15             23            54             26            28             9               4             4
  June                          104             49           55           10               6             4             39            14             25            45             24            21           11               4             6
  Sept                          205           111           94           15               8             7            101            54             47            75             40            35           15               9             6
  Dec                             94             50           44             8               4             4             33            15             18            45             28            18             8               3             4
Outﬂ  ow
1971                                   240           124         116           51             26           24             64            28             36            99             57            42           27             12           15
1976                                   210           118           93           40             20           21             52            26             25            97             59            38           21             12             9
1981                                   233           133         100           49             25           24             51            29             22           108             64            44           25             14           11
1986                                   213           107         106           37             17           20             47            19             28            98             55            43           32             17           15
1991                                   285           146         139           44             19           25             76            39             37           131             69            62           33             18           15
1995                                   236           127         109           33             16           17             69            31             38           107             64            42           28             16           12
1996                                   264           134         130           38             16           22             63            24             39           140             79            60           23             15             9
1997                                   279           153         126           29             15           13             86            45             41           138             77            61           27             16           11
1998                                   251           131         121           24             15           10             70            31             39           130             71            59           27             14           13
1999                                   291           158         133           27             19             8             87            42             45           143             79            64           34             18           16
2000                                   321           178         142           26             11           15             84            45             39           175           102            73           36             20           16
2001                                   308           173         135           25             14           11             84            41             43           155             89            65           45             29           16
2002                                   359           195         165           25             15           10             92            44             48           186           107            80           56             28           28
2003                                   362           193         169           35             19           16             85            37             47           188           105            82           55             31           24
2002  March                          75             45           30             8               7             2             19             8             11            34             21            13           13               9             4
         June                            81             45           36             5               3             2             22             9             13            43             26            17           10               6             4
         Sept                          124             64           59             9               5             4             33            17             16            64             35            29           18               7           11
         Dec                             80             41           39             4               1             2             18            10              8            45             24            21           15               6             9
2003  March                          76             38           39             6               3             3             17             8              9            44             22            21           10               5             5
         June                            77             41           36             6               3             3             19             7             12            37             23            14           15               8             7
         Sept                          118             63           55           18             11             7             32            13             19            53             30            23           15               9             6
         Dec                             90             51           39             4               3             2             17             9              8            54             30            23           15               9             6
Balance
1971                                  – 40          – 22        – 19        – 17          – 10          – 8            + 1             –           + 1          – 18          – 10           – 9          – 6            – 2          – 4
1976                                  – 19          – 18          – 1          – 8            – 4          – 4          + 12          + 6           + 7          – 20          – 16           – 4          – 3            – 3             –
1981                                  – 79          – 50        – 29        – 19            – 9         – 10            – 2           – 5           + 2          – 48          – 31         – 18        – 10            – 5          – 4
1986                                  + 37         + 13        + 24          + 8            + 5          + 3          + 32         + 15         + 18           + 3            – 5          + 8          – 7            – 1          – 6
1991                                  + 43         + 12        + 32          + 8            + 3          + 5          + 30          + 9         + 22           + 7            + 4          + 4          – 2            – 4          + 2
1995                                  + 75         + 43        + 33             –            + 6          – 6          + 42         + 21         + 21         + 34          + 15        + 19          – 1               –          – 1
1996                                  + 54         + 23        + 31          – 5            – 2          – 3          + 51         + 25         + 26           + 2            – 2          + 5          + 5           + 2          + 3
1997                                  + 47         + 16        + 31        + 14            + 6          + 8          + 40         + 12         + 28           – 7            – 1           – 6             –            – 1          + 1
1998                                + 139         + 76        + 63        + 13            + 3        + 10          + 64         + 34         + 30         + 64          + 38        + 25          – 1               –          – 2
1999                                + 163         + 92        + 71        + 15            + 5        + 10          + 71         + 37         + 34         + 81          + 51        + 30          – 4            – 1          – 3
2000                                + 163         + 96        + 66        + 10            + 7          + 3          + 77         + 37         + 40         + 69          + 47        + 23          + 7           + 6          + 1
2001                                + 172         + 88        + 84        + 21          + 11        + 10          + 74         + 36         + 38         + 84          + 46        + 38          – 8            – 6          – 2
2002                                + 153         + 89        + 64        + 13            + 5          + 8          + 93         + 56         + 37         + 69          + 41        + 28         –22          – 13          – 9
2003                                + 151         + 68        + 83          + 7            + 4          + 2        + 126         + 61         + 65         + 31          + 12        + 19        – 13          – 10          – 3 
2002   March                      + 30         + 14        + 16          – 1            – 3          + 2          + 18         + 12           + 6         + 19          + 10          + 9          – 5            – 4          – 1
          June                         + 36         + 23        + 13          + 5            + 3          + 2          + 16         + 10           + 6         + 15          + 11          + 4          – 1            – 1          + 1
          Sept                         + 73         + 39        + 34          + 6            + 2          + 4          + 43         + 23         + 20         + 32          + 17        + 15          – 7            – 3          – 4
          Dec                         + 14         + 13          + 1          + 3            + 2             –          + 16         + 11           + 5           + 3            + 3             –          – 8            – 4          – 4
2003   March                      + 33         + 13        + 20          + 3            + 3             –          + 20          + 6         + 14         + 11            + 4          + 6          – 1            – 1          – 1
          June                         + 27           + 8        + 19          + 4            + 3          + 1          + 20          + 7         + 13           + 7            + 1          + 6          – 4            – 4          – 1
          Sept                         + 87         + 48        + 39          – 4            – 3          – 1          + 69         + 42         + 28         + 21          + 10        + 12             –               –             –
          Dec                          + 4             –1          + 5          + 3            + 1          + 2          + 16          + 6         + 10           – 8            – 3           – 6          – 7            – 6          – 1
Note:  Figures in this table are derived from the International Passenger Survey and other sources – see Notes to Tables. Prior to 1991 they exclude certain categories of migration such as 
migrants between the UK and the Irish Republic, persons seeking asylum after entering the country and other short-term visitors granted extensions of stay. From 1991, the ﬁ  gures in 
this table include all categories of migrants and therefore represent Total International Migration. For adjustments required to pre-1991 ﬁ  gures, see Notes to Tables.
Table 7.1 International migration: age and sex
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Table 7.2 International migration: country of last or next residence
                                                                                                         Commonwealth  countries                                                    Other foreign countries
               
Year and quarter                   All             European         Australia,          South              India,            Pakistan2        Caribbean          Other              USA              Middle            Other3 
                                       countries          Union1              New              Africa          Bangladesh,                                                                                                  East3
                                                                                    Zealand,                               Sri Lanka2
                                                                                     Canada                                                                                                                                                                            
Inﬂ  ow
1971                                    200                   21                 52                    8                   24                      :                  5                   36                   22                   –                   31
1976                                    191                   33                 40                    9                   15                   12                  4                   32                   16                   7                   23
1981                                    153                   25                 20                    3                   18                    9                  3                   19                   17                  11                   27
1986                                    250                   72                 30                  18                   16                   10                  5                   25                   26                  15                   34
1991                                328                 95                 44                   8                  17                 16                 4                  42                 24                 11                  69
1995                                312                 89                 36                   5                  17                 10                 3                  40                 27                 13                  72
1996                                318                 98                 37                 11                  15                 11                 4                  33                 32                 13                  63
1997                                326               100                 40                 13                  21                  9                 4                  32                 23                 15                  67
1998                                390               109                 64                 20                  17                 10                 6                  31                 37                 13                  84
1999                                454                 99                 63                 29                  25                 12                 6                  37                 29                 15                138
2000                                483                 96                 63                 23                  34                 16                 6                  48                 24                 30                144
2001                                480                 86                 77                 22                  32                 18                 3                  47                 24                 30                140
2002                                 513                 89                 61                 27                  36                 10                 5                  52                 28                 32                172
2003                                 513               101                 68                 28                  45                 13                 4                  49                 28                 27                150
                                                                   
2002 March                      105                 17                 14                   7                   7                  3                 1                  11                   7                   6                  33
         June                         117                 18                 19                   8                  11                  2                 1                    8                   5                   6                  38
         Sept                         197                 31                 17                   5                  12                  2                 3                  26                 12                 14                  74
         Dec                           95                 24                 11                   7                   5                  3                 –                    7                   4                   6                  27
2003 March                      109                 26                 15                   8                   8                  1                 1                    9                   5                   7                  31
         June                         104                 16                 17                   7                  11                  4                 1                    8                   6                   5                  28
         Sept                         205                 41                 23                   7                  17                  4                 2                  23                 15                   9                  65
         Dec                           94                 18                 14                   6                   9                  3                 –                  10                   3                   5                  26
Outﬂ  ow
1971                                    240                   31                 99                  21                     8                      :                  8                   23                   17                     :                   34
1976                                    210                   39                 63                  21                     4                    2                  3                   17                   21                   6                   33
1981                                    232                   33                 78                  23                     2                    1                  3                   20                   25                  23                   23
1986                                    213                   62                 50                    2                     4                    2                  2                   13                   34                  16                   28
1991                                285                 95                 61                   7                   6                  4                 2                  21                 35                 14                  40
1995                                236                 76                 52                   6                   4                  2                 3                  15                 30                 10                  40
1996                                264                 94                 58                   5                   5                  1                 1                  23                 26                   8                  42
1997                                279                 92                 57                   8                   6                  3                 3                  23                 28                 13                  46
1998                                251                 85                 54                   6                   5                  2                 2                  14                 27                   9                  48
1999                                291               103                 73                   7                   4                  1                 3                  14                 33                 10                  44
2000                                321               103                 79                   7                   5                  3                 3                  15                 33                 15                  58
2001                                308                 94                 80                   8                   8                  3                 2                  13                 28                   9                  63
2002                                 359               125                 84                 10                   7                  4                 2                  16                 37                 12                  62
2003                                 362               122                 90                 14                   7                  4                 1                  15                 27                   7                  75
2002 March                        75                 30                 16                   3                   1                  1                 –                    3                   7                   1                  13
         June                           81                 26                 20                   2                   2                  –                 –                    3                 10                   3                  14
         Sept                         124                 44                 22                   3                   3                  2                 1                    6                 14                   6                  23
         Dec                           80                 24                 26                   3                   1                  1                 –                    4                   7                   2                  13
2003 March                        76                 30                 20                   2                   1                  1                 –                    2                   4                   1                  16
         June                           77                 32                 18                   1                   2                  1                 –                    1                   5                   1                  15
         Sept                         118                 41                 25                   5                   2                  1                 –                    6                   9                   3                  25
         Dec                           90                 19                 27                   5                   2                  1                 –                    5                 10                   1                  19
Balance
1971                                     – 40                – 10              – 46                – 13                + 16                      :               – 3                + 14                 + 6                     :                  – 3
1976                                   – 19                  – 6              – 23                – 12                + 12                + 10                  –                + 15                  – 4                + 1                – 10
1981                                   – 79                  – 8              – 58                – 20                + 15                 + 8               + 1                  – 2                  – 8               – 12                  + 5
1986                                  + 37                 + 9              – 21               + 16                + 12                 + 8               + 3                + 12                  – 8                   –                  + 6
1991                               + 43                   –              – 18               + 1              + 11              + 12              + 2               + 20               – 11                – 4               + 29
1995                               + 75              + 13              – 16                – 1              + 13               + 8                 –               + 25                – 3                + 3               + 32
1996                               + 54                + 5              – 21               + 6              + 10              + 10              + 3               + 10                + 6                + 5               + 21
1997                               + 47                + 9              – 17               + 5              + 15               + 6              + 1                 + 9                – 5                + 2               + 21
1998                             + 139              + 24             + 10              + 14              + 12               + 8              + 4               + 17              + 10                + 4               + 36
1999                             + 163                – 4              – 10              + 22              + 22              + 11              + 3               + 23                – 4                + 5               + 94
2000                             + 163                – 8              – 15              + 15              + 29              + 13              + 4               + 33                – 9              + 15               + 86
2001                             + 172                – 7                – 2              + 13              + 24              + 14              + 1               + 34                – 4              + 20               + 77
2002                              + 153              – 36              – 23              + 17              + 29               + 7              + 3               + 36               – 10              + 20            +  110
2003                              + 151              – 21              – 22              + 14              + 38               + 9              + 3               + 34                + 1              + 20               + 75
2002 March                     + 30              – 14                – 2               + 4                + 6               + 2              + 1                 + 8                + 1                + 4               + 20
         June                        + 36                – 9                  –               + 7              + 10               + 2                 –                 + 5                – 6                + 4               + 24
         Sept                        + 73              – 13                – 5               + 3                + 9                  –              + 2               + 19                – 1                + 8               + 51
         Dec                        + 14                – 1              – 15               + 4                + 4               + 3                 –                 + 3                – 3                + 4               + 15
2003 March                     + 33                – 4                – 5               + 5                + 7               + 1              + 1                 + 6                + 1                + 6               + 15
         June                        + 27              – 15                – 2               + 6              + 10               + 3              + 1                 + 6                + 1                + 4               + 14
         Sept                        + 87                   –                – 2               + 2              + 15               + 2              + 2               + 17                + 6                + 5               + 40
         Dec                          + 4                – 1              – 14               + 1                + 7               + 3                 –                 + 5                – 7                + 4                 + 7
United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Numbers (thousands)
Note:  Figures in this table are derived from the International Passenger Survey and other sources – see Notes to Tables. Prior to 1991 they exclude certain categories of migration such as 
migrants between the UK and the Irish Republic, persons seeking asylum after entering the country and other short-term visitors granted extensions of stay.   From 1991, the ﬁ  gures in 
this table include all categories of migrants and therefore represent Total International Migration. For adjustments required to pre-1991 ﬁ  gures, see Notes to Tables.
1   For 1971 the European Union ﬁ  gures are for the original six countries only. From 1976 onwards the 'European Union' is as constituted on 1 January 1995. These do not include the 10 new 
member states admitted to the EU in may 2004. However, these member states will be included in the 2004 international migration estimates for the EU. 
2   For 1971 Pakistan is included with India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
3   For 1971 Middle East is included in the 'Other' category of 'Other foreign' countries.59   National Statistics   
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                                                  Citizenship  (numbers)                                                                                                       British citizens as
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           percentage of all
Year and quarter           All countries            British             Non-British           European                   Commonwealth                                       Other                   citizens   
                                                                                                                         Union1                                                                                                 foreign                          
                                                                                                                                                       All                      Old                    New                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Inﬂ  ow
1971                                    200                      92                       108                          ..                    53                       17                      36                       54                          46
1976                                    191                      87                       104                       19                     57                       17                      40                       28                          45
1981                                    153                      60                         93                       12                     43                       12                      31                       38                          39
1986                                    250                     120                       130                       36                     50                       19                      31                       44                          48
1991                                 328                   109                     219                      53                   85                      26                    59                       82                        33
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
1995                                 312                     84                     228                      61                   85                      27                    58                       82                        27
1996                                 318                     94                     224                      72                   78                      29                    49                       73                        29
1997                                 326                     89                     237                      72                   90                      31                    59                       76                        27
1998                                 390                   103                     287                      82                 105                      54                    51                     100                        26
1999                                 454                   116                     337                      67                 121                      54                    66                     150                        26
2000                                 483                   104                     379                      63                 148                      57                    91                     168                        22
2001                                 480                   106                     373                      60                 151                      67                    84                     162                        22
2002                                  513                     95                     418                      63                 159                      66                    93                     197                        18
2003                                  513                   106                     407                      64                 166                      63                  103                     177                        21  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
2002 March                       105                     16                       89                      12                   35                      16                    19                       42                        16
         June                          117                     25                       91                      12                   39                      18                    21                       41                        22
         Sept                          197                     30                     167                      24                   56                      18                    38                       86                        15
         Dec                            95                     23                       72                      15                   29                      13                    15                       28                        24
2003 March                       109                     26                       83                      14                   31                      15                    17                       38                        24
         June                          104                     22                       83                      14                   37                      16                    21                       32                        21
         Sept                          205                     39                     166                      27                   62                      21                    40                       77                        19
         Dec                            94                     19                       75                      10                   36                      11                    25                       30                        20
Outﬂ  ow                                                                                                                     
1971                                    240                     171                         69                          ..                    29                       13                      16                       40                          71
1976                                    210                     137                         73                       18                     30                       16                      13                       25                          65
1981                                    232                     164                         68                       16                     29                       14                      15                       24                          71
1986                                    213                     132                         81                       13                     29                       19                      10                       40                          62
1991                                 285                   154                     131                      53                   35                      18                    17                       43                        54
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
1995                                 236                   136                     101                      38                   29                      18                    12                       34                        57
1996                                 264                   156                     108                      44                   32                      17                    14                       32                        59
1997                                 279                   149                     131                      53                   40                      20                    20                       38                        53
1998                                 251                   126                     126                      49                   33                      20                    13                       44                        50
1999                                 291                   139                     152                      59                   41                      29                    12                       52                        48
2000                                 321                   161                     160                      57                   47                      32                    15                       55                        50
2001                                 308                   159                     149                      49                   51                      32                    19                       49                        52
2002                                  359                   186                     174                      52                   58                      42                    16                       64                        52
2003                                  362                   191                     171                      50                   59                      42                    17                       62                        53  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
2002 March                         75                     45                       29                        7                   11                       8                      3                       12                        61
         June                            81                     38                       42                      15                   11                       7                      3                       17                        48
         Sept                          124                     59                       65                      21                   21                      13                      8                       23                        47
         Dec                            80                     43                       37                        9                   16                      14                      2                       12                        54
2003 March                         76                     40                       36                      16                     8                       5                      3                       13                        53
         June                            77                     40                       37                      15                   11                       9                      2                       11                        51
         Sept                          118                     70                       48                      11                   16                      10                      6                       21                        59
         Dec                            90                     41                       49                        8                   23                      17                      6                       18                        45
Balance
1971    –  40  – 79  +   39       ..  +  24  + 4  + 20  +  14                             :
1976    –  19  – 50  +   31  +  1  +  27  + 1  + 27  +    3                             :
1981    –  79  –104  +   24  –   4  +  14  –  2  + 16  +  15                             :
1986    +  37  – 11  +   49  + 22  +  21  + 0  + 21  +    5                             :
1991   +  43  –  45  +   89  +  0  + 50  + 7  + 42  +  39                           :
1995   +  75  –  52  + 127  +23  + 56  + 9  + 46  +  48                           :
1996   +  54  –  62  + 116  +28  + 47  +12  + 35  +  41                           :
1997   +  47  –  60  + 107  +18  + 50  +11  + 39  +  38                           :
1998   +139  –  23  + 162  +33  + 72  +34  + 38  +  57                           :
1999   +163  –  23  + 186  +  8  + 80  +26  + 54  +  98                           :
2000   +163  –  57  + 220  +  6  +101  +25  + 76  +113                           :
2001   +172  –  53  + 225  +11  +101  +35  + 65  +113                           :
2002   +153  –  91  + 245  +11  +101  +23  + 77  +133                           :
2003   +151  –  85  + 236  +14  +107  +21  + 86  +115                           :
2002 March  +  30  –  29  +   59  +  4  + 24  + 8  + 16  +  31                           :
         June  +  36  –  13  +   49  –   3  + 28  +11  + 17  +  24                           :
         Sept  +  73  –  29  + 102  +  3  + 36  + 5  + 31  +  63                           :
         Dec  +  14  –  20  +   35  +  6  + 13  – 1  + 13  +  16                           :
2003 March  +  33  –  14  +   47  –   2  + 23  + 9  + 14  +  25                           :
         June  +  27  –  18  +   45  –   2  + 26  + 7  + 19  +  21                           :
         Sept  +  87  –  31  + 118  +16  + 45  +11  + 34  +  56                           :
         Dec  +    4  –  22  +   26  +  1  + 13  – 6  + 19  +  12                           :
Table 7.3 International migration: citizenship
United Kingdom                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Numbers (thousands)
Note:  Figures in this table are derived from the International Passenger Survey and other sources – see Notes to Tables.   Prior to 1991 they exclude certain categories of migration such as 
migrants between the UK and the Irish Republic, persons seeking asylum after entering the country and other short-term visitors granted extensions of stay.   From 1991, the ﬁ  gures in 
this table include all categories of migrants and therefore represent Total International Migration.   For adjustments required to pre-1991 ﬁ  gures, see Notes to Tables.
1  For 1971 citizens of the European Union are included in 'Other foreign' category.   From 1976 onwards the 'European Union' is as constituted on 1 January 1995. These do not include the 
10 new member states admitted to the EU in May 1994. However, these member states will be included in the 2004 international migration estimates for the EU.National Statistics   60
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Table 8.1 Internal migration 
                                                                                                                                                         Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions of England
                                                                                                     
Year and quarter               England        Wales       Scotland     Northern  North East     North       Yorkshire        East           West           East         London        South          South 
                                                                                                Ireland                           West          and the     Midlands      Midlands                                             East            West 
                                                                                                                                                       Humber                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Inﬂ  ow
1976                                   105.4           52.0             50.4            9.7            39.2            93.0             78.2            84.0            75.7         146.3                 ..        215.4          123.8
1981                                    93.7           44.6             45.4            6.8            31.1            79.3             68.3            76.6            66.9         121.4          155.0        201.8          108.3
1986                                   115.6           55.2             43.9            8.8            36.5            90.0             78.6          101.9            87.1         144.6          182.8        243.3          148.8
1991                                    95.8           51.5             55.8          12.5            40.2            96.1             85.0            89.6            82.7         122.1          148.8        197.6          120.7
1994                                   103.4           52.0             51.7          10.9            37.1            99.7             87.6            96.4            84.8         130.6          160.4        215.5          127.7
1995                                   108.1           54.7             48.5          14.1            37.9          103.7             90.8          101.3            90.0         134.6          170.7        218.6          131.6
1996                                   111.1           55.3             47.0          11.4            38.6          105.0             90.8          102.1            90.6         139.5          168.0        228.0          138.5
1997                                   110.9           58.5             55.3          10.2            38.6          106.5             92.6          107.7            92.7         145.0          167.3        229.6          144.0
1998                                   111.2           56.3             52.6          11.7            39.0          104.0             93.0          107.9            93.4         142.8          173.9        226.1          138.7
1999                                   111.7           58.0             50.9          11.6            38.7          105.4             95.2          111.3            93.7         148.4          162.9        228.6          143.2
2000                                   108.6           59.5             48.8          11.2            39.2          106.2             96.5          112.1            94.3         145.8          163.0        224.2          140.1
2001                                   104.2           60.0             56.5          12.7            40.4          106.3             96.5          115.5            95.3         147.2          159.7        223.8          143.3
2002                                   100.9           64.0             52.7          10.8            42.7          108.9             99.7          119.5            98.6         150.0          154.8        228.6          145.9
2003                                    97.5           62.7             59.8          12.1            41.9          109.3             99.4          114.8            95.0         144.6          148.3        220.5          141.6
2003 March                          20.1           12.5             13.6            3.3              8.0            22.0             19.1            22.8            19.6           30.9            32.9          45.3           27.5
        June                            21.5           13.2             11.9            2.9              8.3            23.9             19.9            23.1            20.6           32.1            33.9          47.7           30.7
        Sept                            33.3           22.5             20.8            3.3            15.6            37.4             39.3            43.0            31.4           46.3            46.3          75.0           49.6
        Dec                            22.6           14.5             13.5            2.7            10.0            26.0             21.1            25.9            23.4           35.3            35.1          52.6           33.8
2004 March                         20.7           12.7             12.9            3.0              8.0            22.1             19.0            22.6            19.9           32.6            34.2          47.1           29.0
        June                            22.2           13.4             14.7            3.2              8.2            23.5             20.1            24.3            21.4           34.9            36.0          51.3           31.5
Outﬂ  ow
1976                                   104.8           43.9             54.5          14.2            40.2          102.9             78.5            77.2            89.5         115.6                 ..        181.7           94.7
1981                                    91.5           41.8             47.7            9.4            39.1            98.6             73.3            71.7            78.4         104.4          187.0        166.0           88.0
1986                                   100.7           49.8             57.9          15.1            45.6          115.8             90.5            84.8            94.8         128.1          232.4        204.1          102.5
1991                                   112.2           47.4             46.7            9.3            40.9          104.9             85.4            81.4            87.9         113.0          202.1        184.6           98.9
1994                                   106.3           50.4             49.0          12.2            43.5          109.8             91.9            86.2            95.1         115.5          206.3        190.4          103.9
1995                                   107.9           53.1             52.0          12.3            45.6          115.8             97.6            91.9            98.1         118.7          207.6        195.8          108.0
1996                                   105.3           53.3             54.5          11.8            44.5          114.0             98.2            94.3          101.0         121.1          213.4        198.9          109.8
1997                                   114.8           54.4             53.2          12.6            44.5          117.5           100.0            97.4          103.7         124.8          221.7        205.7          112.4
1998                                   111.3           54.2             53.8          12.4            43.7          115.8             97.9            97.3          100.9         125.0          217.9        209.4          110.9
1999                                   111.6           53.3             54.9          12.5            43.8          114.9             97.0            96.4          101.8         125.8          228.3        208.7          110.7
2000                                   110.8           52.1             53.3          11.9            42.9          111.3             95.7            94.9          101.5         124.6          231.5        210.5          110.7
2001                                   120.4           51.5             50.4          11.1            42.6          110.4             95.6            95.6          101.6         127.1          244.2        216.4          110.7
2002                                   119.3           49.7             48.4          11.1            41.3          107.5             94.6            96.9          102.7         130.1          262.5        220.2          111.0
2003                                   126.0           48.1             46.4          11.7            40.1          104.1             93.0            96.0          101.7         127.4          262.6        211.1          108.0
2003 March                          27.5             9.6             10.1            2.2              8.5            21.2             18.5            19.2            20.3           26.2            57.1          42.8           21.9
        June                            26.2           10.7             10.5            2.1              8.8            22.8             20.9            21.5            21.7           25.9            56.2          44.8           22.5
        Sept                            43.6           16.5             15.0            4.6            13.6            36.6             32.3            33.0            36.3           45.4            84.6          73.8           38.4
        Dec                            28.7           11.2             10.7            2.7              9.1            23.5             21.3            22.4            23.3           29.9            64.7          49.7           25.2
2004 March                          26.6           10.1             10.2            2.3              7.8            21.2             18.9            20.1            20.6           26.7            58.8          43.9           22.6
        June                            29.6           11.3             10.4            2.1              9.2            24.3             21.6            22.7            22.8           28.2            59.8          46.3           23.8
Balance
1976                                  + 0.6          + 8.1          –  4.1         – 4.5           – 1.0          – 9.8           –  0.3          + 6.8         –13.8         +30.7           ..       + 33.7         +29.1
1981                                  + 2.1          + 2.7          –  2.3         – 2.5           – 8.0          –19.3          –  5.0          + 4.9         –11.6         +17.0         – 32.0       + 35.8         +20.3
1986                                  +14.9          + 5.4          – 14.1         – 6.3           – 9.1          –25.8          –11.9          +17.1         – 7.8         +16.5         – 49.6       + 39.2         +46.4
1991                                  –16.4          + 4.0          +  9.2         + 3.2           – 0.7          – 8.8           –  0.4          + 8.1         – 5.2         +  9.1         – 53.3       + 13.0         +21.8
1994                                  –  2.9          + 1.5          + 2.6         – 1.2           – 6.4          –10.1          –  4.4          +10.2         –10.3         +15.1         – 45.9       + 25.1         +23.8
1995                                  + 0.2          + 1.6          –  3.5         + 1.8           – 7.7          –12.1          –  6.8          + 9.4         – 8.1         +15.9         – 36.9       + 22.7         +23.6
1996                                  + 5.8          + 2.0          –  7.5         – 0.4           – 5.9          – 9.0           –  7.4          + 7.8         –10.4         +18.3         – 45.4       + 29.1         +28.7
1997                                  –  3.8          + 4.1          + 2.2         – 2.4           – 5.9          –11.0          –  7.3          +10.3         –11.1         +20.3         – 54.4       + 23.8         +31.6
1998                                  –  0.1          + 2.1          –  1.2         – 0.8           – 4.8          –11.8          –  4.9          +10.6         – 7.4         +17.7         – 44.0       + 16.7         +27.8
1999                                  + 0.1          + 4.7          –  4.0         – 0.8           – 5.1          – 9.5           –  1.8          +14.9         – 8.1         +22.6         – 65.4       + 19.8         +32.6
2000                                  –  2.2          + 7.4          –  4.5         – 0.7           – 3.7          – 5.1           +  0.8          +17.2         – 7.2         +21.2         – 68.6       + 13.8         +29.3
2001                                  –16.3          + 8.5          + 6.1         + 1.6           – 2.3          – 4.1           +  0.9          +19.9         – 6.3         +20.1         – 84.5       +  7.4         +32.6
2002                                  –18.4          +14.3          + 4.3         – 0.3           + 1.4          + 1.4           +  5.0          +22.6         – 4.1         +19.9         –  107.8       +  8.4         +34.8
2003                                  –28.5          +14.6           +13.4         + 0.4           + 1.8          + 5.2           +  6.4          +18.7         – 6.7         +17.2         –  114.3       +  9.4         +33.6
2003 March                       –  7.4          + 2.9          + 3.4         + 1.0           – 0.5          + 0.8           +  0.6          + 3.6         – 0.7         +  4.8         – 24.1       +  2.5         + 5.6
        June                          –  4.7          + 2.5          + 1.5         + 0.8           – 0.5          + 1.2           –  0.9          + 1.6         – 1.1         +  6.2         – 22.3       +  2.8         + 8.3
        Sept                          –10.3          + 5.9          + 5.7         – 1.3           + 2.0          + 0.8           +  7.0          +10.0         – 4.9         +  0.8         – 38.3       +  1.2         +11.1
        Dec                          –  6.0          + 3.3          + 2.8         – 0.0           + 0.9          + 2.4           –  0.2          + 3.5         + 0.0         +  5.4         – 29.5       +  2.9         + 8.6
2004 March                        –  6.0          + 2.6          + 2.7         + 0.7           + 0.2          + 0.9           +  0.2          + 2.5         – 0.7         +  5.9         – 24.6       +  3.3         + 6.4   
        June                          –  7.4          + 2.1          + 4.3         + 1.1           – 1.0          – 0.8           –  1.5          + 1.6         – 1.4         +  6.7         – 23.7       +  5.0         + 7.7
Notes:   Figures are derived from re-registrations recorded at the National Health Service Central Register. 
  See Notes to tables for effects of computerisation of National Health Service Central Register at Southport on time series data.
  Figures have been adjusted for minor changes caused by database realignment during HA reorganisation. See Notes to tables.
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                                                        All ages                                 Persons marrying per 1,000 single population at ages                           Per cent aged   Mean age3    Median age3
                                                                                                                                                                                                               under 20        (years)          (years)
Year and quarter                    Number          Rate2            16–19           20–24           25–29           30–34           35–44       45 and over
Males
1961                                        308.8             74.9              16.6           159.1             182.8             91.9             39.8              9.3                 6.9             25.6              24.0
1966                                        339.1             78.9              22.1           168.6             185.4             91.1             36.4              8.6                 9.9             24.9              23.4
1971                                        343.6             82.3              26.1           167.7             167.3             84.6             33.8              8.0               10.1             24.6              23.4 
1976                                        274.4             62.8              18.5           123.7             132.5             78.7             32.0              7.1                 9.8             25.1              23.7 
1981                                        259.1             51.7              11.1             94.1             120.8             70.3             31.1              5.4                 7.2             25.4              24.1   
1986                                        253.0             45.0                6.0             64.4             105.1             73.9             30.9              4.8                 3.8             26.3              25.1 
1991                                        222.8             37.8                3.4             43.3               81.0             66.5             29.9              4.8                 2.1             27.5              26.5
1994                                        206.1             34.3                2.2             31.7               73.3             61.1             30.2              5.1                 1.3             28.5              27.5
1995                                        198.2             32.4                2.0             28.3               68.2             59.9             30.2              5.0                 1.2             28.9              27.9
1996                                        193.3             31.1                1.8             25.2                64.5             59.4             30.7              5.2                 1.1             29.3              28.3
1997                                        188.3             29.7                1.8             22.8               61.1             58.0             30.6              5.2                 1.2             29.6              28.6
1998                                        186.3             28.9                1.7             21.0               59.4             57.8             30.2              5.2                 1.2             29.8              28.9
1999                                        184.3             28.0                1.7             18.9               56.9             57.7             30.4              5.3                 1.2             30.1              29.2
2000                                        186.1             27.7                1.7             18.2               54.3             58.2             32.0              5.7                 1.2             30.5              29.6
2001                                        175.7             25.5                1.5             16.2               50.4             54.5             29.6              5.3                 1.1             30.6              29.7
2002                                        179.1             25.4                1.3             16.4               48.9             55.0             31.1              5.9                 1.0             30.9              30.1
2003P                                       188.0             25.8                1.3             16.0               49.3             57.0             32.4              6.8                 1.0             31.2              30.3
2001 March                               18.7             11.0                1.2               8.3               19.6             22.0             13.6              3.1                 2.0             30.7              29.7
         June                                  49.9             29.1                1.5             18.0               59.1             61.8             33.0              6.0                 1.0             30.6              29.7
         Sept                                  78.1             45.0                2.0             27.7               93.2             97.5             49.4              7.3                 0.8             30.4              29.6
         Dec                                  29.0             16.7                1.3             10.8               29.2             36.2             22.1              4.8                 1.5             31.1              30.2
2002 March                               20.7             11.9                1.1               8.8               21.3             24.1             15.1              3.5                 1.7             31.0              30.0
         June                                  49.7             28.3                1.3             17.4               54.9             61.7             34.9              6.5                 0.9             31.0              30.1
         Sept                                                         77.8             43.8                1.8             27.9               88.3             95.5             50.8              8.0                 0.8             30.7              29.9
         Dec                                  31.0             17.4                1.1             11.3               30.5             37.9             23.3              5.3                 1.3             31.4              30.4
2003 MarchP                              22.2             12.4                1.1               8.7               21.7             25.6             16.6              4.2                 1.6             31.4              30.4
         JuneP                                 52.0             28.7                1.3             17.4               55.2             63.8             36.2              7.4                 0.9             31.3              30.3
         SeptP                                 81.4             44.5                1.7             27.3               89.0             99.8             52.5              9.7                 0.7             31.0              30.1
         DecP                                 32.2             17.6                1.1             10.8               31.0             38.6             24.1              5.9                 1.2             31.6              30.7
Females
1961                                        312.3             83.0              77.0           261.1             162.8             74.6             29.8              4.6               28.7             23.1              21.6
1966                                        342.7             89.3              82.6           263.7             153.4             74.1             30.2              4.3               32.5             22.5              21.2
1971                                        347.4             97.0              92.9           246.5             167.0             75.7             30.3              4.8               31.1             22.6              21.4
1976                                        276.5             76.9              66.7           185.4             140.7             77.6             31.6              4.0               31.1             22.8              21.5
1981                                        263.4             64.0              41.5           140.8             120.2             67.0             28.7              2.8               24.1             23.1              21.9
1986                                        256.8             55.6              24.1           102.4             108.7             67.1             28.6              2.7               13.9             24.1              23.1 
1991                                        224.8             46.7              14.0             73.0               90.6             62.7             28.1              2.8                 7.9             25.5              24.6
1994                                        206.3             41.6                9.6             56.4               84.5             58.9             27.7              3.1                 5.2             26.5              25.7
1995                                        198.6             39.3                9.0             50.8               80.5             57.1             27.6              3.1                 5.1             26.8              26.0
1996                                        192.7             37.3                8.0             45.7               77.2             57.2             27.8              3.2                 4.9             27.2              26.4
1997                                        188.5             35.6                7.4             42.5               74.1             56.1             27.2              3.3                 4.7             27.5              26.7
1998                                        187.4             34.7                7.2             39.9               72.6             56.1             26.5              3.4                 4.7             27.7              27.0 
1999                                        185.3             33.5                6.7             36.7               70.8             56.0             26.5              3.5                 4.4             28.0              27.3
2000                                        187.7             33.2                6.5             35.2               68.7             57.2             27.5              3.9                 4.2             28.2              27.5
2001                                        177.5             30.6                5.5             31.9               64.3             53.2             25.5              3.7                 3.9             28.4              27.7
2002                                        180.7             30.4                5.3             31.0               63.2             54.4             26.8              4.3                 3.7             28.7              27.9
2003P                                       189.0             30.9                5.2             30.9               63.7             56.8             28.0              5.1                 3.6             28.9              28.1
2001 March                               18.6             13.0                4.0             14.2               23.8             21.6             12.3              2.4                 6.5             28.4              27.5
         June                                  50.6             35.0                5.9             36.3               75.2             60.4             28.4              4.2                 3.6             28.4              27.7
         Sept                                  79.3             54.3                7.5             57.9             120.5             92.7             40.6              4.8                 3.0             28.2              27.6
         Dec                                  29.0             19.8                4.7             19.0               37.1             37.7             20.6              3.5                 5.1             28.9              28.2
2002 March                               20.6             14.1                4.0             14.8               26.1             24.1             13.7              2.8                 6.0             28.7              27.9
         June                                  50.1             33.8                5.3             33.7               71.3             61.0             30.2              4.7                 3.3             28.8              28.0
         Sept                                                         78.8             52.6                7.4             55.5             115.1             92.3             41.4              5.8                 3.0             28.5              27.7 
         Dec                                  31.1             20.7                4.7             19.5               39.4             39.5             21.7              4.0                 4.8             29.2              28.4
2003 MarchP                              22.0             14.6                4.2             15.7               25.3             25.0             15.5              3.6                 6.1             29.0              28.0
         JuneP                                 52.5             34.4                5.5             33.6               72.8             63.2             31.0              5.8                 3.4             29.0              28.2
         SeptP                                 82.6             53.5                6.8             54.7             117.1             97.7             44.2              6.8                 2.7             28.7              28.1
         DecP                                 32.1             20.8                4.5             19.6               39.1             40.7             21.3              4.4                 4.6             29.3              28.6
Notes: Marriage rates for 1986 have been calculated using the interim revised marital status estimates (based on the original mid-2001 estimates) and are subject to further revision. 
1  Figures for all marriages can be found in Table 2.1.
2  Per 1,000 single persons aged 16 and over.
3  The mean/median ages shown in this table are unstandardised and therefore take no account of changes in the structure of the population by age or marital status.
p  Provisional.
Table 9.1 First marriages1: age and sex
England and Wales                                                                                                                                                  Numbers (thousands), rates, percentages, mean and median age
See 'Notes to tables'.Population Trends 120  Summer 2005
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Remarriages1: age, sex, and previous marital status
England and Wales                                                                                                                                                  Numbers (thousands), rates, percentages, mean and median age
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                Remarriages of divorced persons                                                                        Remarriages of widowed 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            persons
Year and quarter                  All ages                 Persons remarrying per 1,000 divorced population at ages          Per cent        Mean3        Median3
                                                                                                                                                                        aged             age              age          Number              Rate4
                                 Number        Rate2          16–24         25–29         30–34         35–44     45 and over   under 35       (years)         (years)
Males
1961                             18.8            162.9          478.6          473.6           351.6          198.3            88.6             33.9             40.5             39.2             19.1                  28.8
1966                             26.7            192.2          737.8          522.5           403.1          244.4            89.4             40.8             39.3             37.4             18.7                  28.3
1971                             42.4            227.3          525.2          509.0           390.7          251.3          124.8             42.8             39.8             37.0             18.7                  27.5
1976                             67.2            178.8          656.8          359.7           266.8          187.9            94.0             46.7             38.4             36.0             16.9                  24.7
1981                             79.1            129.5          240.7          260.9           205.8          141.9            63.9             46.1             38.1             35.9             13.8                  19.7 
1986                             83.4              91.0          141.4          158.9           141.3          106.0            49.9             38.5             39.1             37.7             11.6                  16.7
1991                             74.9              63.0            81.1          111.3           100.6            72.7            38.4             34.3             40.3             39.0              9.0                  12.5
1994                             76.6              60.0          180.6          131.7           110.2            71.5            36.1             31.5             41.1             39.6              8.4                  11.5
1995                             77.0              58.6          190.0          132.1           111.4            72.2            34.9             30.3             41.3             39.8              7.8                  10.8
1996                             78.0              57.9          166.2          135.2           111.2            73.8            35.0             28.2             41.7             40.2              7.7                  10.6
1997                             76.8              55.7          170.9          132.2           110.3            72.9            33.6             27.0             42.0             40.5              7.4                  10.3
1998                             74.0              52.7          167.0          124.7           104.1            71.6            32.0             24.8             42.4             40.8              6.9                    9.6 
1999                             72.6              50.7          125.7          120.7           102.9            70.2            31.2             23.3             42.7             41.2              6.6                    9.3
2000                             75.4              51.8            97.9          113.2           103.6            74.4            32.6             20.8             43.2             41.8              6.5                    9.1
2001                             67.7              45.7            75.7           96.6             95.8            67.6            28.5             19.7             43.5             42.0              5.8                    8.0
2002                             70.5              46.9            66.5           92.8             96.6            70.5            30.3             17.8             44.1             42.6              6.0                    8.2
2003P                            74.0              46.5            75.8           89.7             91.5            68.9            31.4             16.0             44.6             43.3              6.2                    8.5
2001       March             9.2              25.3            56.7           63.0             49.8            34.9            16.9             19.7             44.0             42.7              0.9                    5.1
              June               19.2              52.1            84.7          103.9           108.3            76.8            33.0             19.4             43.5             42.2              1.7                    9.3
              Sept               25.3              67.7            89.0          143.2           152.9          104.6            39.1             20.9             42.9             41.4              1.9                  10.5
              Dec               13.9              37.3            68.0           75.7             71.3            53.5            24.8             18.3             44.1             42.8              1.3                    6.9
2002       March            10.3              27.8            49.0           64.0             55.4            39.8            18.7             18.0             44.4             42.9              0.9                    5.1
                                           June               19.7              52.7            60.8           98.8           106.6            79.1            34.4             17.3             44.2             42.7              1.7                    9.2
              Sept                         25.9              68.2            94.8          130.8           149.4          107.1            41.3             18.6             43.5             42.0              2.0                  11.0
              Dec               14.6              38.5            61.2           76.8             74.0            55.6            26.4             16.9             44.7             43.3              1.3                    7.2
2003       MarchP           10.6              27.1            59.5           63.7             51.7            37.0            19.5             16.3             45.3             43.9              1.0                    5.7
              JuneP              20.9              52.8            74.9           93.6           104.8            77.1            36.3             15.8             44.8             43.5              1.8                    9.9
              SeptP              27.6              68.9          105.9          132.0           141.4          108.1            43.4             16.5             44.0             42.7              2.0                  11.0
              DecP              14.7              36.9            62.5           69.8             67.9            53.1            26.0             15.1             45.2             43.8              1.3                    7.3
Females
1961                             18.0              97.1          542.2          409.6           250.2          111.5            35.6             46.8             37.2             35.9             16.5                    6.5
1966                             25.1            114.7          567.8          411.2           254.8          135.9            37.8             52.4             36.2             34.3             16.8                    6.3
1971                             39.6            134.0          464.4          359.0           232.7          139.8            49.3             57.0             35.7             33.0             17.7                    6.3
1976                             65.1            122.2          458.9          272.3           188.0          124.0            40.9             59.8             34.9             32.4             17.0                    5.9
1981                             75.1              90.7          257.5          202.1           142.9            95.5            29.0             57.9             35.1             33.4             13.5                    4.6
1986                             80.0              68.7          190.9          155.9           111.6            75.6            24.4             51.2             36.0             34.7             11.2                    3.8
1991                             73.4              50.3          111.9          118.1             89.7            55.3            20.9             47.4             37.1             35.7              8.6                    2.9
1994                             76.9              47.3          167.3          121.0             91.4            54.4            20.6             44.4             37.9             36.3              7.9                    2.7
1995                             76.9              45.7          166.5          118.8             91.9            54.8            19.8             42.8             38.1             36.6              7.5                    2.6
1996                             78.9              45.6          183.5          120.6             93.6            56.0            20.4             40.8             38.6             37.1              7.3                    2.6
1997                             77.1              43.3          188.5          119.4             90.8            54.6            19.6             39.0             38.9             37.4              7.0                    2.5
1998                             73.3              40.1          175.0          114.5             87.1            52.2            18.4             37.1             39.3             37.9              6.6                    2.4 
1999                             72.0              38.4          155.0          107.0             84.8            52.3            17.8             34.7             39.7             38.3              6.2                    2.3
2000                             74.1              38.5          137.8          107.5             85.6            54.2            18.4             32.0             40.1             38.9              6.2                    2.3
2001                             66.1              33.5          104.6           96.9             79.3            48.5            15.9             30.7             40.4             39.2              5.6                    2.0
2002                             69.2              34.3          107.5          101.2             81.7            51.2            16.9             28.2             40.9             39.7              5.7                    2.1
2003P                            73.0              34.7          115.7          100.3             81.9            51.7            18.2             26.1             41.5             40.4              5.8                    2.2
2001       March             9.4              19.3            74.0           64.6             45.5            26.7              9.3             32.2             40.3             39.0              0.8                    1.2
              June               18.6              37.8          110.0          108.3             88.0            54.3            18.6             30.2             40.6             39.3              1.7                    2.4
              Sept               24.1              48.5          128.3          134.7           117.5            72.9            21.9             30.6             40.2             39.0              1.9                    2.7 
              Dec               13.9              28.0          105.7           79.6             65.5            39.7            13.8             30.6             40.7             39.4              1.2                    1.8
2002       March            10.4              20.9            77.7           72.2             49.6            30.1            10.3             29.8             40.8             39.6              0.9                    1.3
              June               19.4              38.6          111.0          108.7             90.7            57.5            19.4             27.6             41.1             39.8              1.6                    2.4
              Sept                         24.9              49.0          139.6          141.4           120.5            75.0            22.9             28.6             40.6             39.5              1.9                    2.8 
              Dec               14.5              28.6          101.1           81.7             65.2            41.7            14.9             27.4             41.3             40.0              1.3                    1.8
2003       MarchP           10.9              21.0            95.0           69.2             50.1            29.7            18.2             27.6             41.6             40.3              0.9                    1.4
              JuneP              20.4              39.1          114.8          104.5             91.6            57.9            11.3             25.3             41.7             40.6              1.7                    2.5
              SeptP              26.4              50.0          137.2          146.6           119.9            77.8            21.2             26.2             41.2             40.1              2.0                    2.9
              DecP              15.0              28.3          117.5           81.0             65.4            41.2            15.4             25.9             41.7             40.6              1.4                    1.8
Notes: Marriage rates for 1986 have been calculated using the interim revised marital status estimates (based on the original mid-2001 estimates) and are subject to further revision. 
1  Figures for all marriages can be found in Table 2.1.
2  Per 1,000 divorced persons aged 16 and over.
3  The mean/median ages shown in this table are unstandardised and therefore take no account of changes in the structure of the population, by age or marital status.
4  Per 1,000 widowed persons aged 16 and over.
p  Provisional.
Table 9.2
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Year and              Petitions              Decrees made absolute                            Divorce decrees per 1,000 married population                          Per cent      Mean age      Median
quarter                   ﬁ  led                                                                                                                                                                                 aged       at divorce1      age at1
                                                  All               1st           2nd or     16 and over     16–24        25–29        30–34      35–44     45 and over   under 35                         divorce
                                              divorces      marriage         later
                                                                                    marriage
                                                        Numbers
Males
1961                       13.7            25.4             23.5              1.9              2.1              1.4             3.9             4.1             3.1             1.1            38.3                ..                  ..
1966                       18.3            39.1             36.4              2.7              3.2              2.6             6.8             6.8             4.5             1.5            44.2            38.6              36.4
1971                       44.2            74.4             69.3              5.2              5.9              5.0           12.5           11.8             7.9             3.1            44.8            39.4              36.6
1976                       43.3          126.7           115.7            11.0            10.1            13.6           21.4           18.9           14.1             4.5            48.6            38.0              35.4
1981                       46.7          145.7           127.6            18.1            11.9            17.7           27.6           22.8           17.0             4.8            48.6            37.7              35.4
1986                       49.7          153.9           128.0            25.9            13.0            31.4           31.4           25.2           18.0             5.2            45.6            37.8              36.2
1991                            ..          158.7           129.8            29.0            13.6            26.1           32.4           28.6           20.2             5.6            42.7            38.6              37.0
1996                            ..          157.1           125.8            31.3            13.9            28.1           32.6           30.2           22.2             6.4            37.5            39.8              38.1
1997                            ..          146.7           117.3            29.4            13.1            26.0           30.4           28.7           21.1             6.1            35.9            40.2              38.4
1998                            ..          145.2           116.0            29.2            13.0            25.8           30.7           28.4           21.5             6.1            34.3            40.4              38.7
1999                            ..          144.6           115.1            29.4            13.0            24.1           29.7           28.4           21.9             6.3            32.1            40.9              39.2
2000                            ..          141.1           112.1            29.1            12.7            22.3           27.9           27.4           21.9             6.3            29.9            41.3              39.7
2001                            ..          143.8           114.3            29.5            13.0            20.3           27.9           28.3           22.8             6.5            28.4            41.5              40.0
2002                                               ..          147.7           116.9            30.8            13.4            23.1           29.4           29.1           23.7             6.9            26.7            41.9              40.4
2003p                           ..          153.5           121.4            32.0            14.0            24.6           30.6           29.8           25.2             7.4            24.7            42.3              40.9
2001 March                 ..            36.1             28.8              7.3            13.2            20.8           29.7           28.8           22.9             6.6            28.8            41.4              39.9
         June                    ..            36.0             28.4              7.6            13.0            20.9           27.7           28.4           22.7             6.6            28.3            41.6              40.1
         Sept                    ..            35.4             28.2              7.3            12.7            19.4           26.3           28.0           22.5             6.3            28.3            41.5              39.9
         Dec                    ..            36.3             28.9              7.4            13.0            20.0           27.9           28.0           23.0             6.5            28.1            41.6              40.0
2002 March                 ..            35.8             28.3              7.5            13.2            23.2           28.9           29.0           23.3             6.7            27.0            41.8              40.3
         June                    ..            37.4             29.6              7.8            13.6            22.5           29.8           29.8           24.2             6.9            26.8            41.8              40.4
         Sept                    ..            38.0             30.0              8.0            13.7            23.4           29.5           29.7           24.1             7.1            26.6            41.9              40.5
         Dec                    ..            36.6             29.0              7.6            13.2            23.4           29.3           27.9           23.1             6.9            26.4            42.0              40.5
2003 MarchP                          ..                    39.4             31.2              8.2            14.6            26.1           33.5           31.4           26.0             7.7            25.3            42.1              40.7
         Junep                   ..            38.6             30.4              8.1            14.1            23.7           30.3           30.7           25.5             7.4            25.0            42.2              40.9
         Septp                   ..            37.9             30.0              7.9            13.8            24.7           29.5           28.8           24.8             7.3            24.4            42.3              41.0
         Decp                   ..            37.6             29.7              7.8            13.6            23.8           29.0           28.5           24.4             7.3            24.3            42.4              41.1
2004 Marchp                ..            39.4             31.2              8.3            14.5            24.7           29.9           29.8           26.2             7.8            23.8            42.5              41.2
         JuneP                   ..            38.0             30.1              7.9            14.0            25.0           28.1           27.3           25.0             7.8            22.9            42.7              41.5
         Septp                   ..            38.9             30.8              8.1            14.2            25.0           28.9           28.1           25.3             7.9            23.2            42.7              41.5
Females
1961                       18.2            25.4             23.4              2.0              2.1              2.4             4.5             3.8             2.7             0.9            49.3                ..                  ..
1966                       28.3            39.1             36.2              2.8              3.2              4.1             7.6             6.1             3.9             1.2            54.7            35.8              33.6
1971                       66.7            74.4             69.3              5.1              5.9              7.5           13.0           10.5             6.7             2.8            54.4            36.8              33.6
1976                     101.5          126.7           115.9            10.8            10.1            14.5           20.4           18.3           12.6             4.0            56.6            36.0              33.1
1981                     123.5          145.7           127.7            18.0            11.9            22.3           26.7           20.2           14.9             3.9            58.0            35.2              33.2
1986                     130.7          153.9           128.8            25.1            12.8            30.7           28.6           22.0           15.8             4.1            55.0            35.3              33.6
1991                            ..          158.7           130.9            27.8            13.4            28.7           30.7           25.0           17.3             4.5            52.7            36.0              34.3
1996                            ..          157.1           126.9            30.2            13.7            30.7           33.2           27.6           19.3             5.1            47.7            37.3              35.6
1997                            ..          146.7           118.3            28.4            12.9            28.0           31.3           26.3           18.5             4.9            45.9            37.7              36.0
1998                            ..          145.2           116.8            28.5            12.9            28.5           31.4           26.6           18.9             4.9            44.3            37.9              36.3
1999                            ..          144.6           115.4            29.1            12.9            25.6           30.6           26.9           19.5             5.1            41.7            38.4              36.9
2000                            ..          141.1           112.6            28.5            12.6            24.5           29.0           26.6           19.4             5.2            39.6            38.8              37.3
2001                            ..          143.8           114.6            29.2            12.9            23.9           29.2           27.6           20.5             5.4            37.8            39.1              37.7
2002
                            ..          147.7           117.5            30.2            13.3            26.8           30.4           28.3           21.6             5.7            35.9            39.4              38.2
2003p                           ..          153.5           121.9            31.6            14.0            28.2           31.6           29.1           23.2             6.1            33.7            39.8              38.7
2001 March                 ..            36.1             28.8              7.3            13.1            25.3           30.8           27.9           20.6             5.4            38.3            39.0              37.6
         June                    ..            36.0             28.5              7.5            13.0            23.7           29.4           27.6           20.5             5.4            37.7            39.2              37.8
         Sept                    ..            35.4             28.3              7.1            12.6            22.9           27.9           27.4           20.2             5.2            37.9            39.1              37.7
         Dec                    ..            36.3             29.0              7.3            12.9            23.8           28.6           27.4           20.8             5.4            37.3            39.1              37.8
2002 March                 ..            35.8             28.5              7.3            13.1            26.3           29.9           28.1           21.2             5.5            36.2            39.4              38.0
         June                    ..            37.4             29.7              7.7            13.5            27.5           30.6           28.7           22.0             5.7            35.9            39.4              38.2
         Sept                    ..            38.0             30.2              7.8            13.6            27.1           30.9           28.5           22.1             5.9            35.6            39.5              38.2
         Dec                    ..            36.6             29.2              7.4            13.1            26.4           30.0           27.9           21.1             5.6            36.0            39.5              38.2
2003 MarchP                           ..            39.4             31.3              8.1            14.5            30.1           33.7           30.9           23.9             6.3            34.4            39.7              38.5
         Junep                   ..            38.6             30.7              7.9            14.1            28.0           31.5           29.6           23.4             6.1            33.7            39.8              38.7
         Septp                   ..            37.9             30.0              8.0            13.7            28.0           30.2           28.3           23.1             6.0            33.3            39.8              38.8
         Decp                   ..            37.6             29.9              7.6            13.5            26.8           31.0           27.6           22.4             6.1            33.3            39.9              38.9
2004 Marchp                ..            39.4             31.3              8.1            14.4            27.9           31.8           29.0           24.3             6.5            32.6            40.0              39.0
         Junep                   ..            38.0             30.0              7.8            13.9            27.2           29.4           27.0           23.4             6.5            31.5            40.3              39.3 
         Septp                   ..            38.9             30.9              8.1            14.1            26.9           30.5           27.3           23.6             6.6            31.7            40.3              39.3
Divorces: age and sex
England and Wales                                                                                                                                                  Numbers (thousands), rates, percentages, mean and median age
Table 9.3
Notes:   Divorce rates for 1986 have been calculated using the interim revised marital status estimates (based on the original mid-2001 estimates) and are subject to further revision.  
 The divorce rates for 2004 are based on 2003 marital status estimates.
1   The mean/median ages shown in this table are unstandardised and therefore take no account of changes in the structure of the population by age or marital status.
p           Provisional.
See 'Notes to tables'.
Divorce petitions entered by year and quarter 1995–2004         
                        
Year                  March Qtr          June Qtr            Sept Qtr            Dec Qtr                    Year                   March Qtr         June Qtr            Sept Qtr            Dec Qtr
                         
1995                    46.8                     41.9                    45.7                  40.5                        2000                     39.3                   37.6                   39.5                   41.8
1996                    45.5                     44.5                    45.3                  43.4                        2001                     39.7                   40.6                   40.7                   41.2
1997                    35.6                     43.7                    44.0                  40.9                        2002                     41.0                   42.3                   42.6                   44.7
1998                    43.0                     40.3                    42.1                  41.0                        2003                     42.3                   40.6                   41.9                   43.2
1999                    41.4                     39.5                    41.3                  40.5                        2004                     45.4                   41.1                   42.2                   39.1
Note:  The Divorce Reform Act 1969 became operative on 1 January 1971; the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act came into ef  fect on 12 Oc  to  ber 1984.
  Figures include petitions for nullity
  Source:  The Court Service.
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Notes to tables
Time Series
For most tables, years start at 1971 and then 
continue at ﬁ  ve-year intervals until 1991. 
Individual years are shown thereafter.
United Kingdom     
The United Kingdom comprises England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. The Channel 
Islands and the Isle of Man are not part of the 
United Kingdom.
Population
The estimated and projected populations of an 
area include all those usually resident in the area, 
whatever their nationality. Members of HM forces 
stationed outside the United Kingdom are excluded. 
Students are taken to be resident at their term-time 
addresses.
Live births
For England and Wales, ﬁ  gures relate to numbers 
oc  cur  ring in a pe  ri  od; for Scotland and Northern 
Ire land,  ﬁ  gures relate to those registered in a 
period. 
Perinatal mortality
In October 1992 the legal deﬁ  nition of a stillbirth 
was changed, from baby born dead after 28 
com  plet  ed weeks of ges  ta  tion or more, to one 
born dead after 24 completed weeks of gestation 
or more.
Expectation of life
The life tables on which these expectations are 
based use cur  rent death rates to describe mortality 
levels for each year. Each individual year shown 
is based on a three-year period, so that for instance 
1986 rep  re  sents 1985–87. More details can be found 
in Pop u la tion  Trends  60, page 23.
Deaths 
Figures for England and Wales represent the 
numbers of deaths registered in each year up 
to 1992, and the number of deaths occurring in 
each year from 1993, though provisional ﬁ  gures 
are registrations. Figures for both Scotland and 
Northern Ireland represent the number of deaths 
registered in each year.
Age-standardised mortality
Directly age-standardised rates make allowances 
for changes in the age structure of the population. 
The age-standardised rate for a particular condition 
is that which would have occurred if the observed 
age-speciﬁ  c rates for the condition had applied 
in a given standard population. Table 2.2 uses 
the European Standard Population. This is a 
hypothetical population standard which is the same 
for both males and females allowing standardised 
rates to be compared for each sex, and between 
males and females.
International Migration
The UN recommends the following deﬁ  nition of 
an international long term migrant.
An international long term migrant is deﬁ  ned as a 
person who moves to a country other than that of 
his or her usual residence for a period of at least a 
year (12 months), so that the country of destination 
effectively becomes his or her new country of 
usual residence.
Figures in Tables 7.1–7.3 are compiled from 
several main sources of migration data:
•  The richest source of information on 
international migrants comes from the 
International Passenger Survey (IPS), which 
is a sample survey of passengers arriving at, 
and departing from, the main United Kingdom 
air and sea ports and channel Tunnel. This 
survey provides migration estimates based on 
respondentsʼ intended length of stay in the UK 
or abroad and excludes most persons seeking 
asylum and some dependents of such asylum 
seekers.
•  Two adjustments are made to account for 
people who do not realise their intended length 
of stay on arrival. First, visitor data from the 
IPS are used to estimate ‘visitor switchersʼ: 
those people who initially come to or leave the 
UK for a short period but subsequently stay 
for a year or longer. (For years before 2001, 
estimates of non-European Economic Area 
(non-EEA) national visitor switcher inﬂ  ows 
are made from the Home Ofﬁ  ce database of 
after-entry applications to remain in the UK). 
Second, people who intend to be migrants, but 
who in reality stay in the UK or abroad for less 
than a year (‘migrant switchersʼ), are estimated 
from IPS migrant data.
• Home  Ofﬁ  ce data on asylum seekers and their 
dependents.
•  Estimates of migration between the UK and 
the Irish Republic estimated using information 
from the Irish Quarterly National Household 
Survey and the National Health Service 
Central Register, agreed between the Irish 
Central Statistics Ofﬁ  ce and the ONS.
For years prior to 1991, the ﬁ  gures in Tables 
7.1–7.3 are based only on data from the IPS. After 
taking into account of those groups of migrants 
known not to be covered by the IPS, it is estimated 
that the adjustment needed to net migration ranges 
from about 10 thousand in 1981 to just over 20 
thousand in 1986. From 1991, the ﬁ  gures in Tables 
7.1–7.3 are based on data from all sources and 
represent Total International Migration.
Old Commonwealth is deﬁ  ned as Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand and South Africa;
New Commonwealth is deﬁ  ned as all other 
Commonwealth countries.
Middle East is deﬁ  ned as Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, 
Israel  Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, the United Arab Emirates and 
Yemen.
Internal Migration
Figures in Table 8.1 are based on the movement 
of NHS doctorsʼ patients between former Health 
Authorities (HAs) in England and Wales, and Area 
Health Boards in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
Yearly and quarterly ﬁ  gures have been adjusted 
to take account of differences in recorded cross-
border ﬂ  ows between England and Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland.
Prior to reorganisation of health authority 
databases from Family Health Service Authorities 
(FHSAs) to HAs some database boundaries 
were realigned. This included in a few cases 
transferring patients between databases to ﬁ  t the 
new boundaries. For the most part, this movement 
was done outside the NHSCR system and therefore 
had no effect on migration data. However a small 
number were transferred within the system. As 
migration estimates derived from NHSCR are 
the product of an administrative system (when 
patients re-register with GPs) this had the effect 
of generating small numbers of spurious migrants 
where no actual change of address had taken place. 
We have been advised of adjustments required to 
data by the Department of Health and these have 
been made to migration data. 
The NHS Central Register (NHSCR) at Southport 
was computerised in early 1991, prior to which 
a three month time lag was assumed between a 
person moving and their re-registration with an 
NHS doctor being processed onto the NHSCR. 
Since computerisation, estimates of internal 
migration are based on the date of acceptance 
of the new patient by the HA (not previously 
available), and a one month time lag assumed.
It has been established that NHSCR data under-
report the migration of males aged between 16 
and 36. Currently, however, there are no suitable 
sources of data available to enable adjustments 
or revisions to be made to the estimates. Further 
research is planned on this topic and new data 
sources may become available in the future. 
However, for the present time, historical estimates 
will not be revised and future estimates will not be 
adjusted.
Marriages and divorces
Marriages are tabulated according to date of 
solemnisation. Divorces are tabulated according 
to date of decree absolute, and the term ‘divorcesʼ 
includes decrees of nullity. The fact that a marriage 
or divorce has taken place in England and Wales 
does not mean either of the parties is resident 
there.
EU Enlargement
The coverage of European countries in Table 1.1 
has been updated to reﬂ  ect the enlargement of 
the EU to 25 member countries (EU25) on 1 May 
2004. The new member countries are: Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. 
The main data source for these countries is the 
United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.
Sources
Figures for Scotland and Northern Ireland have 
been provided by the General Register Ofﬁ  ce 
for Scotland and the Northern Ireland Statistics 
and Research Agency respectively, except for the 
projections in Table 1.2 which are provided by the 
Government Actuary. The International Passenger 
Survey (Tables 7.1–7.3) is conducted by the 
Surveys and Administrative Sources Directorate 
of ONS.
Rounding
All ﬁ  gures are rounded independently; constituent 
parts may not add to totals. Generally numbers 
and rates per 1,000 population are rounded to one 
decimal place (e.g. 123.4); where appropriate, for 
small ﬁ  gures (below 10.0), two decimal places are 
given (e.g. 7.62). Figures which are provisional 
or estimated are given in less detail (e.g. 123 or 
7.6 respectively) if their reliability does not justify 
giving the standard amount of detail. Where ﬁ  gures 
need to be treated with particular caution, an 
explanation is given as a footnote.
Latest ﬁ  gures
Figures for the latest quarters and years may be 
provisional and will be updated in future issues 
when later information becomes available. Where 
ﬁ  gures are not yet available, cells are left blank. 
Shaded background
A shaded background indicates ﬁ  gures that are 
or may be subject to change: the grey shading 
signiﬁ  es that the underlying estimates relate to 
those originally published; the coloured shading 
indicates estimates that have already been revised, 
from the original, but will or may be subject to 
further revision.National Statistics 65
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Report:
Live births in England 
and Wales, 2004: area of 
residence
This report provides summary statistics of live births in England and 
Wales during 2004 and compares them with ﬁ  gures for previous years. It 
also presents numbers of births and fertility rates by area of residence of 
the mother. Full details of births in 2004 will be published in the volume 
Birth Statistics 2004 (Series FM1 no. 33) on the National Statistics 
website in December 2005.
KEY OBSERVATIONS
●  There were 639,721 live births in England and Wales in 2004 
compared with 621,469 in 2003, an increase of 2.9 per cent. 
●  The general fertility rate (GFR) for 2004 was 58.4 live births per 
thousand women aged 15–44, an increase of 2.8 per cent from 2003 
(56.8 live births per thousand women aged 15–44).
Table 1 Summary of key live birth statistics, 2004
England and Wales
1964 (max)      876.0              92.9            2.93          27.2            7.2           106.2
1977 (min)       569.3              58.1            1.66          26.5            9.7           106.0
1992                689.7              63.6            1.80          27.9           31.2          105.3
1993                673.5              62.7            1.76          28.1           32.2          105.6
1994                664.7              62.0            1.75          28.4           32.4          105.5
1995                648.1              60.5            1.72          28.5           33.9          105.1
1996                649.5              60.6            1.74          28.6           35.8          105.5
1997                643.1              60.0            1.73          28.8           37.0          105.1
1998                635.9              59.2            1.72          28.9           37.8          105.1
1999                621.9              57.8            1.70          29.0           38.9          105.5
2000                604.4              55.9            1.65          29.1           39.5          105.0
2001                594.6              54.7            1.63          29.2           40.0          105.0
2002                596.1              54.7            1.65          29.3           40.6          105.5
2003                621.5              56.8            1.73          29.4           41.4          105.1
2004p              639.7              58.4 2          1.79 2        29.4           42.2          105.4
1  The total fertility rate is the average number of children that would be born per 
woman if women experienced the age-speciﬁ  c fertility rates of the year in question 
throughout their childbearing lifespan.
2   Rates are provisional as they are based on the 2003–based population projections 
for 2004.
3  The mean age is unstandardised and therefore takes no account of the age 
structure of the population.
p   provisional.
Year              Number of   General fertility    Total       Mean age    Percentage    Sex ratio
                      live births     rate: births per    fertility     of mother    of births       (males
                        (000s)        1,000 women      rate1     at childbirth    outside       per 100
                                            aged 15–44                        (years)3      marriage      females)
Figure 1 Age-speciﬁ  c fertility rates, 1994–2004
England and Wales
1  Based on the 2003-based population projections for 2004.
2  The rates for women aged under 20 and 40 and over are based upon the    
population of women aged 15–19 and 40–44 respectively.
●  If the 2004 patterns of fertility by age were to remain unchanged, as 
represented by the total fertility rate (TFR), then an average of 1.79 
children would be born per woman. This is the highest since 1992 
(1.80) and continues the gradual increase from a low point in 2001 
when the TFR was 1.63.
●  In 2004, for all live births, the average age of the mother was 29.4 
years, the same as in 2003. This is an increase of 5.4 per cent since 
1992 when mothers were on average aged 27.9 years. The average age 
of mothers at birth in 2004 was more than three years older than when 
the lowest average age was seen in 1974.
●  There were increases in age-speciﬁ  c fertility rates (ASFRs) for 
women in all age groups. Provisional calculations show women aged 
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  30–34 had the highest fertility rate, at 99.4 births per thousand 
women, an increase of 4.9 per cent from 94.8 in 2003. This is the ﬁ  rst 
time the fertility rate for this age group has overtaken that of women 
aged 25–29. For women aged 25–29 the rate also increased from 96.4 
births per thousand women in 2003 to 98.6 in 2004, an increase of 
2.3 per cent. Fertility increased fastest for women aged 40 and over 
and 35–39 with increases since 2003 of 6.1 per cent and 5.4 per cent 
respectively. 
●  The long-term rise in the proportion of births outside marriage 
continued: 42.2 per cent of live births were outside marriage in 2004, 
compared with 41.4 per cent in 2003 and 32.4 in 1994.
●  The percentage of live births to mothers born outside the United 
Kingdom continued to rise. In 2004, 19.5 per cent of live births were 
to mothers born outside the United Kingdom (124,563), compared 
with 18.6 per cent in 2003 (115,360).
Variations in fertility by area are shown in Tables 2 and 3 where numbers 
of births and GFRs are presented for administrative and health areas.
●  The highest level of fertility among the Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions 
of England in 2004, as represented by the GFR, was in London with 
62.9 live births per thousand women aged 15–44, followed by the 
West Midlands (61.2). The lowest GFR was in the North East (53.6). 
In Wales the GFR was 55.6 live births per thousand 15–44 year-old 
women.
●  London boroughs recorded the two highest GFRs in England and 
Wales. The Borough of Newham was highest with 82.7 live births 
per thousand women aged 15–44, followed by Hackney (78.0). The 
lowest GFR was in Cambridge county district (38.8).
●  Among the Strategic Health Authorities in England, North East 
London had the highest GFR with 72.3 live births per thousand 
women aged 15–44, while Northumberland, Tyne and Wear had the 
lowest (51.4).
●  In Wales, the highest GFR was in Caerphilly Local Health Board 
(61.9), while the lowest was in Ceredigion (39.8).
EXPLANATORY NOTES
Numbers of births and GFRs are given by motherʼs usual area of 
residence, based on 2004 Local and Strategic Health Authority area 
boundaries (Local Health Boards in Wales). 
In this Report, the population ﬁ  gures used to calculate fertility rates 
for 2004 are the 2003-based population projections for 2004. These 
are available on the Government Actuaryʼs Department website 
(www.gad.gov.uk). The population ﬁ  gures used to calculate fertility rates 
for 2003 and earlier years are ONS mid-year population estimates.
All GFRs in this report are provisional since they have been calculated 
using mid-2003 population estimates at the sub-national level, and the 
2003-based population projections for 2004 for the national ﬁ  gures.
The national ASFRs and TFR for 2004 in this Report have also been 
calculated using the 2003-based national population projection, and are 
therefore also provisional.
The population estimates used were the most up-to-date at the time 
of publication of this Report. Population estimates for mid-2003, and 
revised estimates for mid-2001 and mid-2002 were published on 
9 September 2004. Revised estimates for 1992 to 2000 were published 
on 7 October 2004. Further information on population estimates can be 
found on the National Statistics website (www.statistics.gov.uk/popest).
The mean ages shown in this Report are not standardised for age 
and, therefore, take no account of the changing age structure of the 
population.
Further information on live births in 2004 can be found in Reference 
Tables 2.1, 2.2 and 3.1 to 3.3 in this publication.National Statistics 67
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ENGLAND AND WALES                       639,721                           58.4
ENGLAND                                               607,184                           58.5
NORTH EAST                                           27,815                           53.6
   Darlington UA                                          1,254                            63.8
   Hartlepool UA                                          1,073                            58.4
   Middlesbrough UA                                   1,849                            61.8
   Redcar and Cleveland UA                        1,509                            55.3
   Stockton-on-Tees UA                               2,117                            53.9
   Durham                                                     5,344                           54.0
     Chester-le-Street                                           536                            50.5
     Derwentside                                                 899                            53.8
     Durham                                                        806                            39.8
     Easington                                                   1,103                            59.6
     Sedgeﬁ  eld                                                  1,045                            60.8
     Teesdale                                                        229                            56.1
     Wear Valley                                                   726                            62.1
   Northumberland                                      2,952                           51.8
     Alnwick                                                        281                            51.5
     Berwick-upon-Tweed                                     176                            40.4
     Blyth Valley                                                    865                            52.7
     Castle Morpeth                                             396                            47.3
     Tynedale                                                        562                            54.0
     Wansbeck                                                     672                            55.9
   Tyne and Wear (Met County)                 11,717                           51.3
     Gateshead                                                 2,128                            55.0
     Newcastle upon Tyne                                  2,918                            47.5
     North Tyneside                                          2,160                            56.7
     South Tyneside                                           1,540                            50.5
     Sunderland                                                 2,971                            49.7
NORTH WEST                                          81,164                           57.9
   Blackburn with Darwen UA                     2,184                            73.9
   Blackpool UA                                            1,686                            62.4
   Halton UA                                                 1,544                            61.1
   Warrington UA                                         2,291                            57.3
   Cheshire                                                    7,306                           55.1
     Chester                                                     1,289                            52.3
     Congleton                                                    873                            49.8
     Crewe and Nantwich                                  1,318                            59.6
     Ellesmere Port & Neston                               856                            53.7
     Macclesﬁ  eld                                               1,544                            54.6
     Vale Royal                                                  1,426                            59.1
   Cumbria                                                    4,879                           53.8
     Allerdale                                                       883                            51.3
     Barrow-in-Furness                                         789                            58.1
     Carlisle                                                      1,151                            57.4
     Copeland                                                      689                            51.9
     Eden                                                             491                            54.4
     South Lakeland                                              876                            49.8
   Greater Manchester (Met County)       33,022                           60.9
     Bolton                                                       3,402                            62.2
     Bury                                                          2,320                            62.3
     Manchester                                                6,603                            60.5
     Oldham                                                     3,195                            71.3
     Rochdale                                                   2,775                            64.7
     Salford                                                       2,736                            60.2
     Stockport                                                  3,154                            55.7
     Tameside                                                    2,614                            58.3
     Trafford                                                      2,597                            59.1
     Wigan                                                        3,626                            58.2
Live births by local authority of usual residence of mother, numbers and general fertility rates, 2004 Table 2
  - continued                                                     Live births                           GFR1 Area of usual residence                                    Live births                           GFR1
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), unitary authorities/counties/districts & London boroughs
   Lancashire                                               13,082                           57.2
     Burnley                                                      1,153                            63.3
     Chorley                                                     1,241                            62.0
     Fylde                                                            600                            46.8
     Hyndburn                                                  1,104                            67.3
     Lancaster                                                   1,328                            45.7
     Pendle                                                       1,163                            65.5
     Preston                                                      1,758                            59.4
     Ribble Valley                                                  522                            50.7
     Rossendale                                                   817                            61.6
     South Ribble                                              1,197                            57.2
     West Lancashire                                         1,179                            54.9
     Wyre                                                         1,020                            53.6
   Merseyside (Met County)                      15,170                           53.0
     Knowsley                                                   1,898                            57.8
     Liverpool                                                   5,044                            49.1
     Sefton                                                        2,727                            50.7
     St Helens                                                   1,980                            55.8
     Wirral                                                        3,521                            57.5
YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER           60,193                           58.5
   East Riding of  Yorkshire UA                    3,036                            52.8
   Kingston upon Hull, City of UA               3,212                            60.1
   North East Lincolnshire UA                    1,893                            60.6
   North Lincolnshire UA                            1,697                            57.8
   York UA                                                     1,935                            47.7
   North Yorkshire                                        5,721                           54.6
     Craven                                                         441                            48.9
     Hambleton                                                    818                            54.8
     Harrogate                                                  1,581                            54.1
     Richmondshire                                              542                            58.1
     Ryedale                                                        471                            55.7
     Scarborough                                              1,077                            58.0
     Selby                                                            791                            52.1
   South Yorkshire (Met County)               15,035                           57.4
     Barnsley                                                     2,527                            57.2
     Doncaster                                                 3,425                            60.3
     Rotherham                                                2,931                            57.9
     Shefﬁ  eld                                                     6,152                            55.7
   West Yorkshire (Met County)                27,664                           61.5
     Bradford                                                    7,686                            75.2
     Calderdale                                                 2,466                            63.2
     Kirklees                                                     5,388                            66.1
     Leeds                                                        8,431                            52.1
     Wakeﬁ  eld                                                   3,693                            56.4
EAST MIDLANDS                                     48,245                           56.0
   Derby UA                                                  3,002                            60.0
   Leicester UA                                             4,539                            67.4
   Nottingham UA                                        3,518                            52.6
   Rutland UA                                                  339                            54.8
   Derbyshire                                                7,745                           54.0
     Amber Valley                                              1,180                            52.1
     Bolsover                                                       820                            56.8
     Chesterﬁ  eld                                               1,061                            54.0
     Derbyshire Dales                                          589                            50.9
     Erewash                                                     1,248                            55.5
     High Peak                                                     952                            53.8
     North East Derbyshire                                  894                            50.8
     South Derbyshire                                       1,001                            57.4
Note:  Rates are provisional - at subnational level, they are based on the most up-to-date mid-2003 population estimates released in October 2004.  At national level, however, they are based 
on the 2003-based population projections for 2004.
1  The general fertility rate (GFR) is the number of live births per 1,000 women aged 15–44.National Statistics 68
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Live births by local authority of usual residence of mother, numbers and general fertility rates, 2004 Table 2
continued
  - continued                                                     Live births                           GFR1 Area of usual residence                                    Live births                           GFR1
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), unitary authorities/counties/districts & London boroughs
   Leicestershire                                           6,596                           53.7
     Blaby                                                         1,007                            56.2
     Charnwood                                               1,621                            49.4
     Harborough                                                  828                            55.5
     Hinckley and Bosworth                               1,118                            56.9
     Melton                                                         487                            52.8
     North West Leicestershire                          1,045                            61.5
     Oadby and Wigston                                       490                            43.5
   Lincolnshire                                              6,455                           52.7
     Boston                                                         645                            63.4
     East Lindsey                                               1,117                            51.8
     Lincoln                                                      1,027                            52.0
     North Kesteven                                            912                            49.0
     South Holland                                               731                            53.8
     South Kesteven                                          1,273                            52.9
     West Lindsey                                                 750                            50.8
   Northamptonshire                                   7,933                           60.1
     Corby                                                          657                            60.0
     Daventry                                                      818                            56.9
     East Northamptonshire                                 938                            59.8
     Kettering                                                   1,111                            65.5
     Northampton                                            2,569                            59.0
     South Northamptonshire                               949                            59.2
     Wellingborough                                             891                            61.7
   Nottinghamshire                                      8,118                           54.2
     Ashﬁ  eld                                                     1,316                            57.1
     Bassetlaw                                                   1,132                            54.1
     Broxtowe                                                  1,011                            46.2
     Gedling                                                      1,139                            51.6
     Mansﬁ  eld                                                   1,182                            58.6
     Newark and Sherwood                               1,212                            59.2
     Rushcliffe                                                   1,126                            53.1
WEST MIDLANDS                                   65,911                           61.2
   Herefordshire, County of UA                  1,693                            54.2
   Stoke-on-Trent UA                                   3,244                            65.2
   Telford and Wrekin UA                            2,096                            61.6
   Shropshire                                                 2,750                           54.0
     Bridgnorth                                                    436                            48.3
     North Shropshire                                          590                            56.9
     Oswestry                                                      381                            52.8
     Shrewsbury and Atcham                                 973                            54.5
     South Shropshire                                           370                            56.9
   Staffordshire                                             8,576                           54.5
     Cannock Chase                                          1,088                            56.2
     East Staffordshire                                       1,284                            61.7
     Lichﬁ  eld                                                        913                            53.3
     Newcastle-under-Lyme                               1,277                            51.0
     South Staffordshire                                        935                            48.8
     Stafford                                                     1,251                            54.5
     Staffordshire Moorlands                                 855                            50.3
     Tamworth                                                     973                            61.3
   Warwickshire                                            5,771                           55.9
     North Warwickshire                                      640                            52.6
     Nuneaton and Bedworth                            1,488                            61.5
     Rugby                                                        1,044                            59.6
     Stratford-on-Avon                                      1,173                            56.3
     Warwick                                                    1,426                            49.9
   West Midlands (Met County)                 35,803                           65.7
     Birmingham                                               15,720                            70.8
     Coventry                                                   3,987                            61.0
     Dudley                                                      3,514                            59.0
     Sandwell                                                    4,104                            68.9
     Solihull                                                      1,992                            52.0
     Walsall                                                       3,417                            68.1
     Wolverhampton                                         3,069                            62.0
   Worcestershire                                         5,978                           56.8
     Bromsgrove                                                  902                            54.3
     Malvern Hills                                                 617                            50.1
     Redditch                                                    1,092                            65.6
     Worcester                                                 1,218                            58.9
     Wychavon                                                  1,154                            55.3
     Wyre Forest                                                  995                            54.7
EAST                                                          64,250                           59.1
   Luton UA                                                  3,181                            77.1
   Peterborough UA                                     2,403                            71.1
   Southend-on-Sea UA                               1,944                            62.0
   Thurrock UA                                             2,062                            64.1
   Bedfordshire                                             4,748                           59.0
     Bedford                                                     1,869                            59.7
     Mid Bedfordshire                                        1,444                            56.1
     South Bedfordshire                                     1,435                            61.3
   Cambridgeshire                                        6,254                           52.0
     Cambridge                                                 1,184                            38.8
     East Cambridgeshire                                      887                            56.4
     Fenland                                                         825                            52.6
     Huntingdonshire                                         1,822                            56.6
     South Cambridgeshire                                1,536                            58.7
   Essex                                                       14,881                           57.9
     Basildon                                                     2,230                            63.9
     Braintree                                                   1,589                            59.8
     Brentwood                                                   731                            55.6
     Castle Point                                                  844                            53.9
     Chelmsford                                                1,794                            55.3
     Colchester                                                 1,863                            56.3
     Epping Forest                                             1,428                            59.6
     Harlow                                                      1,119                            65.8
     Maldon                                                         595                            54.4
     Rochford                                                      790                            54.0
     Tendring                                                     1,201                            55.2
     Uttlesford                                                     697                            54.1
   Hertfordshire                                          12,975                           59.7
     Broxbourne                                               1,093                            60.5
     Dacorum                                                   1,578                            56.5
     East Hertfordshire                                      1,537                            55.6
     Hertsmere                                                 1,151                            58.8
     North Hertfordshire                                  1,490                            61.7
     St Albans                                                    1,740                            64.2
     Stevenage                                                  1,086                            61.7
     Three Rivers                                              1,000                            60.0
     Watford                                                     1,156                            64.3
     Welwyn Hatﬁ  eld                                         1,144                            55.6
   Norfolk                                                      8,195                           55.3
     Breckland                                                  1,226                            55.1
     Broadland                                                  1,150                            53.4
     Great Yarmouth                                          1,001                            59.8
     King’s Lynn and West Norfolk                      1,462                            61.3
     North Norfolk                                              798                            52.9
1  The general fertility rate (GFR) is the number of live births per 1,000 women aged 15–44.National Statistics 69
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Live births by local authority of usual residence of mother, numbers and general fertility rates, 2004 Table 2
continued
  - continued                                                     Live births                           GFR1 Area of usual residence                                    Live births                           GFR1
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), unitary authorities/counties/districts & London boroughs
     Norwich                                                    1,528                            52.9
     South Norfolk                                            1,030                            51.7
   Suffolk                                                       7,607                           60.5
     Babergh                                                        876                            58.6
     Forest Heath                                                 858                            68.4
     Ipswich                                                      1,619                            66.3
     Mid Suffolk                                                    969                            62.4
     St Edmundsbury                                         1,117                            59.4
     Suffolk Coastal                                           1,031                            52.2
     Waveney                                                    1,137                            57.5
LONDON                                                113,679                           62.9
   Inner London                                          48,599                           61.8
     Camden                                                     3,047                            51.5
     City of London 2                                              58                                  :
     Hackney                                                    4,366                            78.0
     Hammersmith and Fulham                          2,623                            53.5
     Haringey                                                    4,017                            68.1
     Islington                                                     2,675                            52.5
     Kensington and Chelsea                              2,205                            47.6
     Lambeth                                                    4,753                            65.2
     Lewisham                                                  4,068                            64.6
     Newham                                                    5,170                            82.7
     Southwark                                                 4,452                            67.6
     Tower Hamlets                                           4,086                            73.5
     Wandsworth                                              4,345                            53.1
     Westminster                                              2,734                            43.9
   Outer London                                         65,080                           63.7
     Barking and Dagenham                               2,751                            72.4
     Barnet                                                       4,482                            59.7
     Bexley                                                       2,699                            59.1
     Brent                                                         4,326                            65.8
     Bromley                                                     3,589                            58.2
     Croydon                                                    4,869                            62.8
     Ealing                                                         4,767                            64.8
     Enﬁ  eld                                                       4,222                            66.5
     Greenwich                                                 3,721                            68.0
     Harrow                                                     2,870                            62.2
     Havering                                                    2,559                            57.9
     Hillingdon                                                  3,473                            61.5
     Hounslow                                                  3,638                            72.1
     Kingston upon Thames                                2,041                            57.9
     Merton                                                      2,828                            61.9
     Redbridge                                                  3,483                            64.9
     Richmond upon Thames                              2,585                            62.4
     Sutton                                                       2,220                            57.3
     Waltham Forest                                          3,957                            73.4
SOUTH EAST                                           93,634                           57.3
   Bracknell Forest UA                                 1,461                            58.5
   Brighton and Hove UA                            2,901                            47.9
   Isle of Wight UA                                       1,185                            51.6
   Medway UA                                              3,151                            58.5
   Milton Keynes UA                                     3,193                            66.9
   Portsmouth UA                                        2,297                            53.2
   Reading UA                                               2,115                            61.2
   Slough UA                                                 2,029                            72.5
   Southampton UA                                     2,603                            50.2
   West Berkshire UA                                   1,687                            57.8
   Windsor and Maidenhead UA                  1,625                            58.9
   Wokingham UA                                        1,797                            56.3
   Buckinghamshire                                      5,704                           59.7
     Aylesbury Vale                                            2,068                            59.4
     Chiltern                                                        940                            58.2
     South Bucks                                                  662                            57.5
     Wycombe                                                  2,034                            61.4
   East Sussex                                               4,811                           56.7
     Eastbourne                                                   989                            58.5
     Hastings                                                        993                            60.5
     Lewes                                                           889                            56.6
     Rother                                                         650                            52.3
     Wealden                                                    1,290                            55.0
   Hampshire                                              13,692                           55.9
     Basingstoke and Deane                               1,893                            57.9
     East Hampshire                                          1,128                            54.7
     Eastleigh                                                    1,294                            55.0
     Fareham                                                    1,077                            52.2
     Gosport                                                       945                            58.2
     Hart                                                          1,036                            61.0
     Havant                                                       1,255                            57.9
     New Forest                                               1,532                            53.0
     Rushmoor                                                 1,181                            57.6
     Test Valley                                                   1,224                            56.8
     Winchester                                                1,127                            51.9
   Kent                                                         15,273                           58.1
     Ashford                                                      1,298                            62.2
     Canterbury                                                1,322                            45.7
     Dartford                                                    1,158                            62.7
     Dover                                                       1,079                            55.4
     Gravesham                                                 1,120                            58.6
     Maidstone                                                  1,618                            57.9
     Sevenoaks                                                  1,192                            58.8
     Shepway                                                    1,042                            58.6
     Swale                                                        1,493                            60.4
     Thanet                                                       1,400                            61.0
     Tonbridge and Malling                                 1,353                            62.4
     Tunbridge Wells                                          1,198                            58.6
   Oxfordshire                                               7,609                           57.2
     Cherwell                                                   1,827                            65.0
     Oxford                                                      1,713                            43.9
     South Oxfordshire                                     1,600                            63.8
     Vale of White Horse                                   1,379                            61.3
     West Oxfordshire                                       1,090                            59.7
   Surrey                                                      12,283                           57.1
     Elmbridge                                                  1,550                            60.0
     Epsom and Ewell                                           773                            56.8
     Guildford                                                   1,529                            54.1
     Mole Valley                                                    779                            54.5
     Reigate and Banstead                                  1,523                            60.3
     Runnymede                                                   842                            47.8
     Spelthorne                                                 1,027                            57.0
     Surrey Heath                                                988                            60.6
     Tandridge                                                      844                            56.4
     Waverley                                                    1,274                            58.1
     Woking                                                      1,154                            60.1
1  The general fertility rate (GFR) is the number of live births per 1,000 women aged 15–44.
2          GFR not calculated because of the very small numbers of births and population in this area.National Statistics 70
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Live births by local authority of usual residence of mother, numbers and general fertility rates, 2004 Table 2
continued
  - continued                                                     Live births                           GFR1 Area of usual residence                                    Live births                           GFR1
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), unitary authorities/counties/districts & London boroughs
1  The general fertility rate (GFR) is the number of live births per 1,000 women aged 15–44.
2          GFR not calculated because of the very small numbers of births and population in this area.
   West Sussex                                              8,218                           58.7
     Adur                                                             624                            59.4
     Arun                                                          1,337                            57.1
     Chichester                                                 1,015                            54.6
     Crawley                                                     1,372                            62.8
     Horsham                                                   1,300                            56.0
     Mid Sussex                                                 1,459                            60.0
     Worthing                                                   1,111                            61.0
SOUTH WEST                                          52,293                           55.0
   Bath and North East Somerset UA        1,623                            46.6
   Bournemouth UA                                    1,628                            48.0
   Bristol, City of UA                                    5,278                            56.8
   North Somerset UA                                2,044                            59.8
   Plymouth UA                                            2,781                            55.0
   Poole UA                                                   1,534                            58.8
   South Gloucestershire UA                       2,906                            57.8
   Swindon UA                                              2,374                            60.7
   Torbay UA                                                 1,292                            57.3
   Cornwall and Isles of Scilly                      4,775                           53.0
     Caradon                                                       726                            52.2
     Carrick                                                         794                            49.0
     Kerrier                                                         945                            55.6
     North Cornwall                                            738                            52.3
     Penwith                                                        525                            49.1
     Restormel                                                  1,029                            57.6
     Isles of Scilly2                                                   18                                  :
   Devon                                                        6,669                           53.1
     East Devon                                                1,004                            51.6
     Exeter                                                       1,145                            43.7
     Mid Devon                                                    744                            58.7
     North Devon                                                950                            62.0
     South Hams                                                  697                            52.5
     Teignbridge                                                 1,110                            53.1
     Torridge                                                        539                            54.0
     West Devon                                                  480                            61.3
   Dorset                                                       3,395                           52.7
     Christchurch                                                 381                            56.2
     East Dorset                                                  623                            48.0
     North Dorset                                               625                            57.8
     Purbeck                                                        369                            49.3
     West Dorset                                                 770                            51.2
     Weymouth and Portland                                627                            55.1
   Gloucestershire                                        6,017                           54.5
     Cheltenham                                               1,171                            49.8
     Cotswold                                                      758                            51.9
     Forest of Dean                                              787                            54.0
     Gloucester                                                 1,438                            61.8
     Stroud                                                       1,057                            53.6
     Tewkesbury                                                   806                            54.9
   Somerset                                                  5,099                           56.1
     Mendip                                                      1,146                            58.4
     Sedgemoor                                                1,051                            54.8
     South Somerset                                         1,530                            56.8
     Taunton Deane                                           1,093                            54.8
     West Somerset                                              279                            52.8
   Wiltshire                                                   4,878                           57.7
     Kennet                                                         831                            58.7
     North Wiltshire                                         1,435                            56.5
     Salisbury                                                    1,228                            56.2
     West Wiltshire                                           1,384                            59.8
WALES                                                      32,325                           55.6
   Isle of Anglesey                                                663                            54.8
   Gwynedd                                                     1,198                            54.6
   Conwy                                                        1,068                            56.6
   Denbighshire                                                   974                            57.2
   Flintshire                                                     1,724                            58.2
   Wrexham                                                    1,516                            58.4
   Powys                                                          1,219                            56.0
   Ceredigion                                                      614                            39.8
   Pembrokeshire                                             1,185                            58.1
   Carmarthenshire                                          1,815                            56.3
   Swansea                                                       2,501                            56.2
   Neath Port Talbot                                         1,489                            57.4
   Bridgend                                                      1,512                            59.1
   The Vale of Glamorgan                                  1,262                            53.3
   Cardiff                                                         3,694                            48.9
   Rhondda, Cynon, Taff                                     2,741                            58.1
   Merthyr Tydﬁ  l                                                  649                            58.3
   Caerphilly                                                    2,118                            61.9
   Blaenau Gwent                                                744                            54.9
   Torfaen                                                        1,018                            57.8
   Monmouthshire                                               874                            57.3
   Newport                                                     1,747                            61.5
Normal residence outside
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Live births by health area of usual residence of mother, numbers and general fertility rates, 2004 Table 3
  - continued                                                                   Live births                   GFR2  Area of usual residence                                                 Live births                   GFR2
ENGLAND AND WALES                                     639,721                    58.4
ENGLAND                                                             607,184                    58.5
NORTH EAST                                                         27,815                    53.6
  County Durham and Tees Valley                                   13,146                     56.3
  Northumberland, Tyne & Wear                                    14,669                     51.4
NORTH WEST                                                        81,164                    57.9
  Cheshire & Merseyside                                               26,311                     54.4
  Cumbria and Lancashire                                              21,831                     58.0
  Greater Manchester                                                   33,022                     60.9
YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER                         60,193                    58.5
  North and East Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire    17,494                     55.2
  South Yorkshire                                                          15,035                     57.4
  West Yorkshire                                                           27,664                     61.5
EAST MIDLANDS                                                   48,245                    56.0
  Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Rutland             19,407                     59.1
  Trent                                                                         28,838                     54.1
WEST MIDLANDS                                                 65,911                    61.2
  Birmingham and the Black Country                              31,816                     66.4
  Shropshire and Staffordshire                                        16,666                     57.1
  West Midlands South                                                  17,429                     57.1
EAST                                                                        64,250                    59.1
  Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire                                   20,904                     61.7
  Essex                                                                         18,887                     58.9
  Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire                            24,459                     57.1
LONDON                                                              113,679                    62.9
  North Central London                                               18,443                     60.0
  North East London                                                    26,430                     72.3
  North West London                                                   26,636                     59.2
  South East London                                                     23,282                     64.0
  South West London                                                    18,888                     59.0
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), and health authorities/boards1 
Note:   Rates are provisional - at subnational level, they are based on the most up-to-date mid-2003 population estimates released in October 2004. At national level, however, they 
are based on the 2003-based population projections for 2004. 
1  Strategic Health Authorities in England and Local Health Boards in Wales.
2  The general fertility rate (GFR) is the number of live births per 1,000 women aged 15–44.
SOUTH EAST                                                         93,634                    57.3
  Hampshire and Isle of Wight                                        19,777                     54.5
  Kent and Medway                                                       18,424                     58.2
  Surrey and Sussex                                                      28,213                     56.3
  Thames Valley                                                             27,220                     60.2
SOUTH WEST                                                        52,293                    55.0
  Avon, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire                             25,120                     56.3
  Dorset and Somerset                                                 11,656                     54.1
  South West Peninsula                                                  15,517                     53.7
WALES                                                                    32,325                    55.6
  Anglesey                                                                         663                     54.8
  Gwynedd                                                                     1,198                     54.6
  Conwy                                                                        1,068                     56.6
  Denbighshire                                                                   974                     57.2
  Flintshire                                                                     1,724                     58.2
  Wrexham                                                                    1,516                     58.4
  Powys                                                                          1,219                     56.0
  Ceredigion                                                                      614                     39.8
  Pembrokeshire                                                             1,185                     58.1
  Carmarthenshire                                                          1,815                     56.3
  Swansea                                                                       2,501                     56.2
  Neath Port Talbot                                                         1,489                     57.4
  Bridgend                                                                      1,512                     59.1
  Vale of Glamorgan                                                        1,262                     53.3
  Cardiff                                                                         3,694                     48.9
  Rhondda Cynon Taff                                                      2,741                     58.1
  Merthyr Tydﬁ  l                                                                  649                     58.3
  Caerphilly                                                                    2,118                     61.9
  Blaenau Gwent                                                                744                     54.9
  Torfaen                                                                        1,018                     57.8
  Monmouthshire                                                               874                     57.3
  Newport                                                                     1,747                     61.5
Normal residence outside
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Report:
Death registrations in
England and Wales, 2004: 
area of residence 
This Report presents the numbers of deaths from all causes registered in 
England and Wales in 2004 and standardised mortality ratios (SMRs), 
both shown by area of usual residence of the deceased. Table 1 presents 
the data by administrative areas and Table 2 by health areas.
KEY OBSERVATIONS
•  The highest level of mortality among the Government Ofﬁ  ce 
Regions in England in 2004, as represented by the SMR, was in the 
North East (114), followed by the North West (111). The lowest 
SMRs were in the South West (91) and South East (92).
●  Among the local authorities, the highest SMRs were in Liverpool 
(129) and Merthyr Tydﬁ  l (128), followed by Hartlepool UA and 
Halton UA (both 127). The lowest occurred in Kensington and 
Chelsea (67), East Dorset (72) and Christchurch (75).
●  The highest SMR for males was in Hartlepool UA (131), while the 
lowest occurred in Kensington and Chelsea (68).
●  For females, the highest SMR was in Merthyr Tydﬁ  l (134) and the 
lowest was in Kensington and Chelsea (66).
●  Among the Strategic Health Authorities in England, the highest 
SMRs occurred in County Durham and Tees Valley and Greater 
Manchester (both 115). The lowest occurred in Dorset and 
Somerset (86).
●  In Wales, the highest SMR was in Merthyr Tydﬁ  l Local Health 
Board (128), while the lowest SMRs were in Powys and 
Monmouthshire (both 93).
EXPLANATORY NOTES
Occurrences and registrations
The year in which a death is registered may not correspond to the year in 
which the death occurred. Up to 1992 ONS publications gave numbers 
of deaths registered in the data year. However, since 1993 most of our 
published ﬁ  gures represent the number of deaths that occurred in the data 
year. In most years (and for most causes of death) this change has little 
effect on annual totals. However, ﬁ  gures based on date of occurrence 
provide a more reliable basis for assessing the impact on mortality 
of external factors (such as ‘ﬂ  u outbreaks or cold weather), while 
registrations are more timely.  We, therefore, take two annual extracts 
from our deaths database.1
● The  ﬁ  rst annual extract, produced in April following the data year, 
comprises deaths that were registered in that year. Outputs produced 
using this extract include this Report and a Report by cause of death 
in the summer edition of Health Statistics Quarterly,2 as well as the 
annual VS tables.
●  The second extract, produced in the September following the data 
year, comprises deaths that occurred in that year. This extract forms 
the basis for the mortality annual reference volumes in the DH series.
Standardised mortality ratios
To make meaningful comparisons of the level of mortality between 
different areas, it is necessary to take into account differences in their 
population structure. In Tables 1 and 2 this is done by using standardised 
mortality ratios (SMRs). These ratios, expressed in percentage terms, 
compare mortality in one population with mortality in a ‘standardʼ 
population, while allowing for differences in age structure. For each area, 
the ratio is derived by comparing the number of deaths actually occurring 
in it with the number that would have been expected if the mortality rates 
by sex and age for England and Wales applied to the areaʼs population. If 
local mortality rates are high compared with national rates, the number of 
deaths observed will be greater than the expected number and the SMR 
will be greater than 100. However, for areas with low mortality SMRs 
will be less than 100. More details can be found in ONS annual reference 
volumes.3
SMRs for males and females are not directly comparable as 
standardisation is carried out separately for each sex.
For the same reason, direct comparisons across time cannot be made 
between these SMRs and those in earlier Reports, as the mortality rates Population Trends 120  Summer 2005
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used in standardisation are speciﬁ  c to each year. In addition, SMRs 
should not be compared where local authority boundaries have changed.
Within each year, comparisons between the SMRs should be treated with 
caution where they are based on small numbers of deaths.
Furthermore, population estimates from 1982 to 2000 were revised 
in 2003 to take into account the 2001 Census, and there were further 
revisions in 2004 of the estimates for 1992 to 2002 to incorporate 
the ﬁ  ndings of the local authority population studies. Therefore, care 
should be taken that ﬁ  gures in this Report are not compared with results 
presented in equivalent Reports published prior to these revisions. SMRs 
calculated with unrevised population estimates may have reﬂ  ected 
growing numerator-denominator discrepancies during the last inter-
censal period.
Note that in this Report the SMRs are provisional because they are based 
on the 2003 mid-year population estimates.
Population estimates
The 2003 population estimates used in this Report are the most up-to-
date at the time of its publication, and were published on 9 September 
2004. These estimates incorporate the ﬁ  ndings of the local authority 
population studies, the results of which were published in July 2004. 
Further information on population estimates can be found on the National 
Statistics website (www.statistics.gov.uk/popest).
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Table 1
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), unitary authorities/counties/districts & London boroughs 
Deaths by local authority of usual residence, numbers and standardised mortality ratios (SMRs) by sex, 2004 registrations
Note:  SMRs are based on mid-2003 population estimates with 2004 live births (used for calculations involving deaths under 1 year).
                                                                                            Number of deaths                                                                             Standardised mortality ratios     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                            Area of usual residence                               Persons                         Males                           Females                                    Persons                         Males                          Females
ENGLAND AND  WALES                514,250                    245,208                      269,042                                   100                           100                            100 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
ENGLAND                                         480,717                    229,099                      251,618                                     99                             99                            100 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
NORTH EAST                                     27,857                      13,424                        14,433                                   114                           115                            113 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Darlington UA                                      1,161                            549                             612                                    115                           118                             113 
  Hartlepool UA                                      1,028                            509                             519                                    127                           131                             124 
  Middlesbrough UA                               1,494                            725                             769                                    126                           126                             125 
  Redcar and Cleveland UA                    1,465                            754                             711                                    106                           114                              99 
  Stockton-on-Tees UA                           1,768                            851                             917                                    114                           112                             116 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Durham                                                5,400                        2,562                          2,838                                   113                           112                            113 
     Chester-le-Street                                     581                            277                             304                                    120                           119                             121 
     Derwentside                                           972                            460                             512                                    110                           111                             110 
     Durham                                                  776                            361                             415                                    101                             98                             105 
     Easington                                              1,072                            531                             541                                    120                           123                             116 
     Sedgeﬁ  eld                                               910                            436                             474                                    111                           109                             112 
     Teesdale                                                  279                            147                             132                                      98                           110                              87 
     Wear Valley                                             810                            350                             460                                    123                           117                             128 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Northumberland                                 3,535                        1,686                          1,849                                   108                           107                            110 
     Alnwick                                                  396                            180                             216                                    105                           100                             109 
     Berwick-upon-Tweed                               305                            151                             154                                      87                             91                              83 
     Blyth Valley                                              877                            430                             447                                    122                           124                             121 
     Castle Morpeth                                       542                            254                             288                                      97                             91                             104 
     Tynedale                                                  674                            316                             358                                    104                           102                             105 
     Wansbeck                                               741                            355                             386                                    122                           121                             123 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Tyne and Wear (Met County)            12,006                        5,788                          6,218                                   115                           117                            113 
     Gateshead                                            2,179                         1,029                           1,150                                    115                           115                             116 
     Newcastle upon Tyne                             2,760                         1,360                           1,400                                    109                           115                             104 
     North Tyneside                                     2,277                         1,097                           1,180                                    114                           117                             111 
     South Tyneside                                      1,844                            883                             961                                    119                           120                             118 
     Sunderland                                            2,946                         1,419                           1,527                                    120                           119                             120 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
NORTH WEST                                    71,743                      34,229                        37,514                                   111                           112                            109 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Blackburn with Darwen UA                 1,318                            626                             692                                    120                           121                             118 
  Blackpool UA                                        1,953                            931                           1,022                                    118                           122                             114 
  Halton UA                                             1,185                            577                             608                                    127                           126                             128 
  Warrington UA                                     1,739                            882                             857                                    104                           109                             100 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Cheshire                                               6,879                        3,288                          3,591                                     99                             98                              99 
     Chester                                                1,236                            603                             633                                      98                             99                              96 
     Congleton                                              889                            413                             476                                      97                             94                             101 
     Crewe and Nantwich                             1,210                            558                             652                                    109                           104                             113 
     Ellesmere Port & Neston                         786                            387                             399                                    101                           103                              99 
     Macclesﬁ  eld                                          1,584                            743                             841                                      93                             92                              94 
     Vale Royal                                             1,174                            584                             590                                      99                           101                              96 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Cumbria                                               5,589                        2,699                          2,890                                   103                           105                            101 
     Allerdale                                               1,056                            501                             555                                    103                           102                             104 
     Barrow-in-Furness                                   823                            418                             405                                    112                           123                             102 
     Carlisle                                                 1,131                            571                             560                                    105                           112                              99 
     Copeland                                                750                            372                             378                                    112                           114                             110 
     Eden                                                       558                            276                             282                                      97                             99                              95 
     South Lakeland                                      1,271                            561                             710                                      95                             90                              99 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Greater Manchester (Met County)  25,762                      12,348                        13,414                                   115                           117                            112 
     Bolton                                                  2,757                         1,267                           1,490                                    116                           113                             118 
     Bury                                                     1,836                            859                             977                                    113                           113                             112 
     Manchester                                           4,090                         2,021                           2,069                                    122                           128                             117 
     Oldham                                                2,230                         1,091                           1,139                                    117                           124                             112 
     Rochdale                                              2,133                         1,024                           1,109                                    121                           123                             120 
     Salford                                                  2,529                         1,206                           1,323                                    124                           128                             120 
     Stockport                                             2,734                         1,306                           1,428                                      97                           100                              94 
     Tameside                                               2,262                         1,093                           1,169                                    117                           121                             113 
     Trafford                                                 2,016                            925                           1,091                                      98                             93                             102 
     Wigan                                                   3,175                         1,556                           1,619                                    123                           126                             119 
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Table 1
continued
  Lancashire                                          12,267                        5,803                          6,464                                   107                           107                            106 
     Burnley                                                 1,011                            485                             526                                    122                           121                             122 
     Chorley                                                1,012                            473                             539                                    113                           111                             115 
     Fylde                                                    1,015                            469                             546                                      99                           100                              98 
     Hyndburn                                               813                            384                             429                                    109                           109                             108 
     Lancaster                                              1,505                            704                             801                                    102                           104                             100 
     Pendle                                                    883                            428                             455                                    104                           109                             100 
     Preston                                                 1,253                            589                             664                                    112                           108                             116 
     Ribble Valley                                            579                            283                             296                                    100                           105                              96 
     Rossendale                                             665                            312                             353                                    116                           116                             116 
     South Ribble                                           936                            449                             487                                      95                             95                              95 
     West Lancashire                                    1,147                            543                             604                                    112                           111                             113 
     Wyre                                                    1,448                            684                             764                                    104                           105                             103 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Merseyside (Met County)                 15,051                        7,075                          7,976                                   115                           116                            113 
     Knowsley                                              1,508                            740                             768                                    125                           130                             122 
     Liverpool                                              4,844                         2,295                           2,549                                    129                           129                             128 
     Sefton                                                   3,256                         1,475                           1,781                                    104                           104                             105 
     St Helens                                              1,783                            842                             941                                    112                           113                             111 
     Wirral                                                   3,660                         1,723                           1,937                                    106                           110                             103 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER     50,914                      24,230                        26,684                                   105                           105                            104 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  East Riding of Yorkshire UA                 3,553                         1,628                           1,925                                      99                             95                             103 
  Kingston upon Hull, City of UA           2,536                         1,216                           1,320                                    116                           117                             116 
  North East Lincolnshire UA                1,679                            821                             858                                    107                           111                             103 
  North Lincolnshire UA                        1,583                            753                             830                                    102                           101                             103 
  York UA                                                 1,744                            816                             928                                      93                             92                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  North Yorkshire                                   6,150                        2,931                          3,219                                     94                             95                              93 
     Craven                                                   594                            268                             326                                      85                             83                              87 
     Hambleton                                              799                            382                             417                                      87                             84                              90 
     Harrogate                                             1,601                            732                             869                                      95                             94                              95 
     Richmondshire                                        421                            209                             212                                      92                             93                              90 
     Ryedale                                                  591                            285                             306                                      92                             91                              94 
     Scarborough                                         1,464                            716                             748                                    103                           109                              98 
     Selby                                                      680                            339                             341                                      96                             98                              94 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  South Yorkshire (Met County)          13,387                        6,374                          7,013                                   109                           110                            108 
     Barnsley                                                2,474                         1,169                           1,305                                    118                           118                             118 
     Doncaster                                            3,099                         1,520                           1,579                                    113                           114                             112 
     Rotherham                                           2,638                         1,263                           1,375                                    112                           113                             112 
     Shefﬁ  eld                                                5,176                         2,422                           2,754                                    101                           102                             100 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  West Yorkshire (Met County)           20,282                        9,691                        10,591                                   106                           108                            105 
     Bradford                                               4,632                         2,201                           2,431                                    113                           115                             111 
     Calderdale                                            1,969                            964                           1,005                                    105                           112                             100 
     Kirklees                                                3,787                         1,779                           2,008                                    108                           108                             108 
     Leeds                                                   6,626                         3,166                           3,460                                      99                           100                              98 
     Wakeﬁ  eld                                              3,268                         1,581                           1,687                                    112                           113                             110 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
EAST MIDLANDS                               41,770                      20,026                        21,744                                   101                             99                            102 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Derby UA                                              2,181                         1,075                           1,106                                      98                             99                              97 
  Leicester UA                                         2,632                         1,213                           1,419                                    112                           109                             116 
  Nottingham UA                                    2,533                         1,268                           1,265                                    112                           116                             108 
  Rutland UA                                             294                            127                             167                                      80                             72                              87 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Derbyshire                                           7,785                        3,652                          4,133                                   102                           100                            104 
     Amber Valley                                         1,225                            573                             652                                    100                           100                             101 
     Bolsover                                                 854                            408                             446                                    113                           113                             114 
     Chesterﬁ  eld                                          1,066                            478                             588                                    101                             97                             105 
     Derbyshire Dales                                    764                            359                             405                                      92                             91                              92 
     Erewash                                                1,114                            512                             602                                    103                             99                             107 
     High Peak                                               877                            380                             497                                      98                             89                             107 
     North East Derbyshire                          1,096                            545                             551                                    105                           106                             104 
     South Derbyshire                                    789                            397                             392                                    105                           105                             105 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Leicestershire                                      5,662                        2,748                          2,914                                     95                             93                              97 
     Blaby                                                      726                            376                             350                                      86                             88                              85 
     Charnwood                                          1,390                            652                             738                                      98                             94                             101 
     Harborough                                            697                            323                             374                                      90                             82                              99 
     Hinckley and Bosworth                            972                            470                             502                                      96                             95                              98 
     Melton                                                   468                            230                             238                                      95                             96                              94 
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     North West Leicestershire                       851                            420                             431                                      99                           101                              98 
     Oadby and Wigston                                 558                            277                             281                                      97                             98                              97 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Lincolnshire                                         7,514                        3,708                          3,806                                   100                           100                            100 
     Boston                                                   684                            337                             347                                    102                           103                             101 
     East Lindsey                                          1,801                            883                             918                                    103                           100                             106 
     Lincoln                                                   848                            410                             438                                    104                           105                             102 
     North Kesteven                                    1,099                            544                             555                                    103                           103                             104 
     South Holland                                       1,015                            494                             521                                    103                           101                             106 
     South Kesteven                                     1,171                            577                             594                                      90                             91                              89 
     West Lindsey                                           896                            463                             433                                    100                           103                              96 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Northamptonshire                              5,659                        2,703                          2,956                                     99                             97                            102 
     Corby                                                    483                            247                             236                                    114                           114                             114 
     Daventry                                                624                            308                             316                                    100                             99                             101 
     East Northamptonshire                           782                            351                             431                                    103                             97                             109 
     Kettering                                                823                            375                             448                                    100                             96                             103 
     Northampton                                       1,680                            796                             884                                    100                             98                             102 
     South Northamptonshire                         614                            296                             318                                      86                             82                              89 
     Wellingborough                                       653                            330                             323                                      97                             99                              95 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Nottinghamshire                                 7,510                        3,532                          3,978                                   100                             97                            102 
     Ashﬁ  eld                                                1,230                            594                             636                                    115                           117                             115 
     Bassetlaw                                              1,165                            535                             630                                    109                           102                             116 
     Broxtowe                                               985                            469                             516                                      92                             90                              94 
     Gedling                                                 1,064                            479                             585                                      92                             85                              98 
     Mansﬁ  eld                                                993                            484                             509                                    104                           104                             104 
     Newark and Sherwood                          1,091                            524                             567                                      96                             97                              96 
     Rushcliffe                                                982                            447                             535                                      91                             86                              95 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
WEST MIDLANDS                             52,684                      25,451                        27,233                                   103                           103                            102 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Herefordshire, County of UA              1,884                            884                           1,000                                      91                             87                              94 
  Stoke-on-Trent UA                               2,718                         1,353                           1,365                                    119                           126                             113 
  Telford and Wrekin UA                        1,337                            635                             702                                    107                           104                             110 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Shropshire                                            3,034                        1,449                          1,585                                     95                             95                              96 
     Bridgnorth                                              561                            261                             300                                    100                             95                             105 
     North Shropshire                                    621                            317                             304                                      98                           105                              91 
     Oswestry                                                381                            182                             199                                      93                             93                              92 
     Shrewsbury and Atcham                           990                            463                             527                                      96                             95                              97 
     South Shropshire                                     481                            226                             255                                      89                             84                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Staffordshire                                        8,036                        3,842                          4,194                                   104                           102                            105 
     Cannock Chase                                       822                            431                             391                                    108                           115                             101 
     East Staffordshire                                  1,049                            512                             537                                    107                           108                             105 
     Lichﬁ  eld                                                  989                            447                             542                                    108                           101                             116 
     Newcastle-under-Lyme                          1,244                            602                             642                                    100                           102                              99 
     South Staffordshire                                1,079                            491                             588                                    103                             96                             110 
     Stafford                                                1,233                            587                             646                                      96                             96                              97 
     Staffordshire Moorlands                         1,071                            529                             542                                    107                           107                             107 
     Tamworth                                               549                            243                             306                                    105                             94                             116 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Warwickshire                                       5,122                        2,459                          2,663                                   100                             99                            100 
     North Warwickshire                                613                            273                             340                                    108                             98                             117 
     Nuneaton and Bedworth                       1,207                            588                             619                                    112                           112                             112 
     Rugby                                                     890                            416                             474                                    100                             95                             104 
     Stratford-on-Avon                                 1,222                            585                             637                                      95                             96                              95 
     Warwick                                               1,190                            597                             593                                      91                             94                              87 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  West Midlands (Met County)            25,064                      12,300                        12,764                                   105                           108                            102 
     Birmingham                                           9,127                         4,536                           4,591                                    106                           111                             102 
     Coventry                                              2,919                         1,463                           1,456                                    104                           107                             101 
     Dudley                                                 3,118                         1,504                           1,614                                    104                           105                             104 
     Sandwell                                               3,095                         1,482                           1,613                                    115                           117                             113 
     Solihull                                                 1,754                            824                             930                                      87                             85                              89 
     Walsall                                                  2,508                         1,228                           1,280                                    105                           107                             103 
     Wolverhampton                                    2,543                         1,263                           1,280                                    107                           109                             105 
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  Worcestershire                                    5,489                        2,529                          2,960                                     97                             93                            101 
     Bromsgrove                                            996                            433                             563                                    104                             94                             113 
     Malvern Hills                                           928                            432                             496                                      96                             94                              98 
     Redditch                                                 639                            322                             317                                    101                           103                              99 
     Worcester                                              824                            363                             461                                    100                             94                             105 
     Wychavon                                             1,070                            487                             583                                      86                             80                              91 
     Wyre Forest                                          1,032                            492                             540                                    101                           102                             100 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
EAST                                                    52,336                      24,896                        27,440                                     94                             93                              96 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Luton UA                                              1,477                            735                             742                                    110                           107                             113 
  Peterborough UA                                 1,320                            661                             659                                      99                           100                              97 
  Southend-on-Sea UA                           1,955                            820                           1,135                                    100                             94                             104 
  Thurrock UA                                         1,163                            540                             623                                    102                             99                             105 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Bedfordshire                                        3,285                        1,599                          1,686                                     97                             96                              99 
     Bedford                                                1,346                            661                             685                                      97                             98                              96 
     Mid Bedfordshire                                     948                            463                             485                                      93                             90                              96 
     South Bedfordshire                                  991                            475                             516                                    103                             99                             106 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Cambridgeshire                                   4,800                        2,339                          2,461                                     91                             91                              92 
     Cambridge                                              872                            402                             470                                      92                             90                              94 
     East Cambridgeshire                                672                            340                             332                                      88                             90                              85 
     Fenland                                                   964                            455                             509                                      99                             97                             101 
     Huntingdonshire                                    1,213                            595                             618                                      91                             90                              92 
     South Cambridgeshire                           1,079                            547                             532                                      86                             87                              85 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Essex                                                  12,847                        6,108                          6,739                                     94                             93                              95 
     Basildon                                                1,500                            698                             802                                    103                           100                             105 
     Braintree                                              1,231                            582                             649                                      95                             94                              96 
     Brentwood                                             665                            329                             336                                      86                             89                              83 
     Castle Point                                            879                            403                             476                                      97                             91                             103 
     Chelmsford                                           1,275                            601                             674                                      88                             86                              90 
     Colchester                                            1,382                            642                             740                                      93                             92                              94 
     Epping Forest                                        1,251                            574                             677                                    100                             95                             104 
     Harlow                                                   585                            313                             272                                      90                             99                              82 
     Maldon                                                   608                            300                             308                                    102                           104                             100 
     Rochford                                                718                            360                             358                                      86                             88                              84 
     Tendring                                                2,119                         1,028                           1,091                                      94                             96                              92 
     Uttlesford                                               634                            278                             356                                      92                             82                             100 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Hertfordshire                                       9,268                        4,320                          4,948                                     95                             92                              98 
     Broxbourne                                            739                            359                             380                                      98                             97                             100 
     Dacorum                                              1,194                            569                             625                                      92                             91                              94 
     East Hertfordshire                                 1,044                            457                             587                                      94                             85                             102 
     Hertsmere                                            1,005                            457                             548                                    102                             99                             106 
     North Hertfordshire                             1,141                            515                             626                                      95                             91                              98 
     St Albans                                               1,164                            505                             659                                      97                             87                             106 
     Stevenage                                               610                            317                             293                                      94                             99                              89 
     Three Rivers                                           754                            364                             390                                      86                             89                              84 
     Watford                                                  703                            323                             380                                    106                           103                             109 
     Welwyn Hatﬁ  eld                                      914                            454                             460                                      90                             93                              88 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Norfolk                                                 9,078                        4,305                          4,773                                     92                             89                              94 
     Breckland                                             1,363                            649                             714                                      93                             91                              96 
     Broadland                                             1,317                            630                             687                                      93                             90                              95 
     Great Yarmouth                                     1,128                            536                             592                                    102                           100                             103 
     King’s Lynn and West Norfolk                 1,617                            776                             841                                      93                             90                              96 
     North Norfolk                                      1,354                            642                             712                                      88                             86                              90 
     Norwich                                               1,152                            532                             620                                      90                             91                              90 
     South Norfolk                                       1,147                            540                             607                                      85                             80                              90 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Suffolk                                                  7,143                        3,469                          3,674                                     93                             93                              92 
     Babergh                                                  901                            453                             448                                      92                             95                              90 
     Forest Heath                                           480                            242                             238                                      93                             93                              92 
     Ipswich                                                 1,204                            562                             642                                    100                             99                             100 
     Mid Suffolk                                              857                            421                             436                                      89                             87                              92 
     St Edmundsbury                                      965                            480                             485                                      94                             96                              92 
     Suffolk Coastal                                      1,335                            616                             719                                      87                             85                              90 
     Waveney                                               1,401                            695                             706                                      93                             96                              90 
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LONDON                                            54,063                      26,269                        27,794                                     96                             97                              95 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Inner London                                     18,172                        9,202                          8,970                                   100                           102                              98 
     Camden                                                1,386                            708                             678                                    101                           103                             100 
     City of London 1                                        44                              28                               16                                         :                                :                                  : 
     Hackney                                               1,237                            667                             570                                    103                           113                              94 
     Hammersmith and Fulham                       970                            490                             480                                      87                             90                              84 
     Haringey                                               1,350                            686                             664                                    104                           109                              99 
     Islington                                                1,261                            655                             606                                    117                           120                             114 
     Kensington and Chelsea                           897                            455                             442                                      67                             68                              66 
     Lambeth                                               1,669                            862                             807                                    110                           112                             108 
     Lewisham                                             1,916                            914                           1,002                                    111                           112                             111 
     Newham                                               1,550                            785                             765                                    113                           113                             114 
     Southwark                                            1,615                            815                             800                                    100                           102                              97 
     Tower Hamlets                                      1,184                            634                             550                                    110                           110                             109 
     Wandsworth                                         1,796                            827                             969                                      98                             96                              99 
     Westminster                                         1,297                            676                             621                                      82                             84                              79 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Outer London                                    35,891                      17,067                        18,824                                     94                             94                              94 
     Barking and Dagenham                          1,523                            718                             805                                    107                           108                             107 
     Barnet                                                  2,562                         1,191                           1,371                                      87                             87                              86 
     Bexley                                                  1,939                            903                           1,036                                      92                             89                              95 
     Brent                                                    1,636                            865                             771                                      89                             93                              84 
     Bromley                                                2,748                         1,270                           1,478                                      88                             88                              88 
     Croydon                                               2,622                         1,247                           1,375                                      97                             94                             100 
     Ealing                                                    2,079                         1,024                           1,055                                      95                             93                              97 
     Enﬁ  eld                                                  2,278                         1,063                           1,215                                      96                             95                              96 
     Greenwich                                            1,875                            889                             986                                    106                           110                             103 
     Harrow                                                1,636                            777                             859                                      85                             85                              85 
     Havering                                               2,226                         1,073                           1,153                                      96                             97                              95 
     Hillingdon                                             2,071                         1,003                           1,068                                      99                           101                              97 
     Hounslow                                             1,628                            799                             829                                    109                           107                             110 
     Kingston upon Thames                           1,131                            506                             625                                      87                             83                              92 
     Merton                                                 1,318                            626                             692                                      85                             86                              84 
     Redbridge                                             1,980                            928                           1,052                                      94                             94                              95 
     Richmond upon Thames                         1,353                            657                             696                                      86                             89                              84 
     Sutton                                                  1,529                            660                             869                                      92                             87                              96 
     Waltham Forest                                     1,757                            868                             889                                    110                           116                             104 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
SOUTH EAST                                     76,740                      35,861                        40,879                                     92                             91                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Bracknell Forest UA                               705                            339                             366                                      91                             91                              91 
  Brighton and Hove UA                        2,403                         1,133                           1,270                                      93                             97                              90 
  Isle of Wight UA                                   1,667                            783                             884                                      89                             91                              87 
  Medway UA                                          2,055                            979                           1,076                                    105                           105                             106 
  Milton Keynes UA                                 1,563                            760                             803                                    110                           109                             111 
  Portsmouth UA                                    1,839                            876                             963                                    102                           104                             100 
  Reading UA                                           1,124                            558                             566                                      99                           103                              95 
  Slough UA                                               898                            449                             449                                    106                           103                             108 
  Southampton UA                                 1,897                            922                             975                                      95                             98                              93 
  West Berkshire UA                               1,059                            496                             563                                      87                             83                              90 
  Windsor and Maidenhead UA              1,205                            585                             620                                      95                             96                              94 
  Wokingham UA                                      962                            453                             509                                      83                             78                              87 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Buckinghamshire                                 3,914                        1,805                          2,109                                     88                             84                              93 
     Aylesbury Vale                                       1,309                            619                             690                                      95                             92                              98 
     Chiltern                                                  781                            330                             451                                      84                             74                              92 
     South Bucks                                            605                            282                             323                                      90                             87                              93 
     Wycombe                                             1,219                            574                             645                                      85                             82                              88 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  East Sussex                                          6,601                        3,000                          3,601                                     91                             91                              91 
     Eastbourne                                           1,336                            602                             734                                      92                             96                              89 
     Hastings                                                1,047                            468                             579                                    106                           108                             105 
     Lewes                                                   1,098                            503                             595                                      82                             81                              84 
     Rother                                                 1,454                            660                             794                                      94                             94                              93 
     Wealden                                               1,666                            767                             899                                      88                             86                              90 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Hampshire                                         11,441                        5,294                          6,147                                     90                             87                              93 
     Basingstoke and Deane                          1,151                            582                             569                                      95                             98                              92 
     East Hampshire                                     1,024                            449                             575                                      91                             83                              97 
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     Eastleigh                                               1,037                            482                             555                                      95                             92                              98 
     Fareham                                                 980                            458                             522                                      85                             81                              88 
     Gosport                                                 776                            343                             433                                    101                             95                             105 
     Hart                                                       579                            272                             307                                      83                             79                              88 
     Havant                                                  1,221                            591                             630                                      93                             91                              95 
     New Forest                                          2,000                            948                           1,052                                      82                             82                              82 
     Rushmoor                                              627                            295                             332                                      94                             92                              96 
     Test Valley                                                998                            430                             568                                      93                             86                             100 
     Winchester                                           1,048                            444                             604                                      88                             79                              96 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Kent                                                    13,802                        6,487                          7,315                                     97                             96                              98 
     Ashford                                                   922                            435                             487                                      88                             84                              92 
     Canterbury                                           1,663                            772                             891                                    100                           101                              99 
     Dartford                                                 844                            390                             454                                    113                           108                             118 
     Dover                                                  1,168                            560                             608                                      96                             98                              94 
     Gravesham                                              851                            391                             460                                      98                             94                             101 
     Maidstone                                             1,330                            619                             711                                      97                             94                             100 
     Sevenoaks                                               992                            480                             512                                      85                             85                              84 
     Shepway                                               1,176                            553                             623                                      96                             98                              95 
     Swale                                                   1,205                            614                             591                                    105                           110                             101 
     Thanet                                                  1,778                            809                             969                                    104                           104                             104 
     Tonbridge and Malling                              867                            418                             449                                      86                             86                              87 
     Tunbridge Wells                                     1,006                            446                             560                                      94                             91                              97 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Oxfordshire                                          5,024                        2,419                          2,605                                     89                             88                              89 
     Cherwell                                              1,064                            521                             543                                      93                             93                              92 
     Oxford                                                 1,047                            527                             520                                      92                             97                              88 
     South Oxfordshire                                1,109                            536                             573                                      88                             88                              88 
     Vale of White Horse                                938                            461                             477                                      83                             82                              83 
     West Oxfordshire                                    866                            374                             492                                      87                             79                              94 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Surrey                                                   9,645                        4,418                          5,227                                     87                             85                              90 
     Elmbridge                                             1,079                            507                             572                                      83                             83                              82 
     Epsom and Ewell                                     576                            272                             304                                      79                             81                              77 
     Guildford                                              1,017                            495                             522                                      82                             84                              80 
     Mole Valley                                              865                            379                             486                                      89                             83                              94 
     Reigate and Banstead                             1,330                            570                             760                                    101                             92                             108 
     Runnymede                                             720                            324                             396                                      90                             87                              92 
     Spelthorne                                              810                            377                             433                                      90                             85                              95 
     Surrey Heath                                          625                            269                             356                                      90                             81                              98 
     Tandridge                                                727                            355                             372                                      84                             84                              83 
     Waverley                                               1,165                            521                             644                                      86                             84                              88 
     Woking                                                   731                            349                             382                                      88                             89                              87 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  West Sussex                                         8,936                        4,105                          4,831                                     92                             92                              92 
     Adur                                                       755                            345                             410                                      94                             95                              94 
     Arun                                                     2,186                            988                           1,198                                      93                             93                              93 
     Chichester                                            1,370                            648                             722                                      90                             91                              89 
     Crawley                                                  731                            347                             384                                      83                             74                              94 
     Horsham                                              1,145                            542                             603                                      87                             87                              88 
     Mid Sussex                                            1,232                            549                             683                                      91                             88                              94 
     Worthing                                              1,517                            686                             831                                      99                           109                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
SOUTH WEST                                    52,610                      24,713                        27,897                                     91                             90                              91 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Bath and North East Somerset UA    1,685                            758                             927                                      89                             84                              94 
  Bournemouth UA                                2,015                            887                           1,128                                      91                             90                              92 
  Bristol, City of UA                                3,540                         1,674                           1,866                                      99                           100                              99 
  North Somerset UA                            2,136                            995                           1,141                                      91                             90                              92 
  Plymouth UA                                        2,466                         1,179                           1,287                                    104                           107                             101 
  Poole UA                                               1,611                            752                             859                                      90                             89                              91 
  South Gloucestershire UA                   1,819                            878                             941                                      83                             81                              86 
  Swindon UA                                          1,495                            716                             779                                    100                             97                             103 
  Torbay UA                                             1,786                            829                             957                                      93                             96                              91 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Cornwall and Isles of Scilly                 5,808                        2,739                          3,069                                     91                             91                              92 
     Caradon                                                 871                            391                             480                                      91                             85                              97 
     Carrick                                                   995                            443                             552                                      83                             80                              86 
     Kerrier                                                 1,003                            473                             530                                      91                             89                              92 
     North Cornwall                                      955                            481                             474                                      90                             95                              86 
     Penwith                                                  843                            398                             445                                    100                           102                              97 
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     Restormel                                             1,115                            543                             572                                      96                             96                              96 
     Isles of Scilly 1                                                                          26                              10                               16                                         :                                :                                  : 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Devon                                                   8,305                        3,902                          4,403                                     89                             89                              89 
     East Devon                                           1,825                            826                             999                                      85                             83                              87 
     Exeter                                                  1,087                            517                             570                                      96                           103                              90 
     Mid Devon                                              718                            364                             354                                      88                             92                              84 
     North Devon                                        1,066                            509                             557                                      96                             97                              96 
     South Hams                                            894                            403                             491                                      84                             79                              88 
     Teignbridge                                            1,472                            676                             796                                      88                             86                              89 
     Torridge                                                  723                            358                             365                                      94                             96                              92 
     West Devon                                            520                            249                             271                                      84                             86                              83 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Dorset                                                  4,597                        2,171                          2,426                                     80                             79                              82 
     Christchurch                                           615                            294                             321                                      75                             75                              76 
     East Dorset                                            952                            455                             497                                      72                             69                              76 
     North Dorset                                         627                            309                             318                                      81                             81                              80 
     Purbeck                                                  508                            250                             258                                      85                             85                              85 
     West Dorset                                         1,188                            551                             637                                      84                             83                              85 
     Weymouth and Portland                          707                            312                             395                                      89                             84                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Gloucestershire                                   5,788                        2,778                          3,010                                     94                             95                              93 
     Cheltenham                                          1,031                            492                             539                                      85                             89                              83 
     Cotswold                                                909                            434                             475                                      90                             90                              90 
     Forest of Dean                                        844                            417                             427                                      99                           102                              96 
     Gloucester                                            1,094                            545                             549                                    107                           110                             105 
     Stroud                                                  1,123                            508                             615                                      92                             88                              95 
     Tewkesbury                                             787                            382                             405                                      91                             92                              90 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Somerset                                             5,445                        2,522                          2,923                                     89                             87                              91 
     Mendip                                                 1,077                            512                             565                                      93                             94                              92 
     Sedgemoor                                           1,131                            549                             582                                      90                             91                              89 
     South Somerset                                    1,635                            714                             921                                      88                             81                              95 
     Taunton Deane                                      1,134                            520                             614                                      91                             90                              91 
     West Somerset                                        468                            227                             241                                      80                             82                              79 
  Wiltshire                                               4,114                         1,933                           2,181                                      91                             88                              93 
     Kennet                                                   697                            350                             347                                      92                             96                              89 
     North Wiltshire                                    1,062                            505                             557                                      91                             87                              94 
     Salisbury                                               1,187                            543                             644                                      91                             88                              94 
     West Wiltshire                                      1,168                            535                             633                                      90                             85                              94 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
WALES                                                32,317                      15,323                        16,994                                   105                           105                            105 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Isle of Anglesey                                           747                            341                             406                                      95                             92                              99 
  Gwynedd                                                 1,388                            640                             748                                    103                           103                             103 
  Conwy                                                    1,520                            720                             800                                      98                           100                              95 
  Denbighshire                                            1,207                            559                             648                                    101                           103                              99 
  Flintshire                                                 1,441                            707                             734                                    104                           105                             103 
  Wrexham                                                1,353                            637                             716                                    107                           107                             106 
  Powys                                                      1,453                            701                             752                                      93                             90                              95 
  Ceredigion                                                 823                            411                             412                                      94                             95                              92 
  Pembrokeshire                                         1,312                            648                             664                                      99                           102                              96 
  Carmarthenshire                                      2,289                         1,104                           1,185                                    112                           114                             110 
  Swansea                                                   2,525                         1,211                           1,314                                    102                           103                             101 
  Neath Port Talbot                                     1,639                            750                             889                                    111                           109                             112 
  Bridgend                                                  1,438                            661                             777                                    113                           108                             117 
  The Vale of Glamorgan                              1,249                            562                             687                                    100                             94                             106 
  Cardiff                                                     2,777                         1,357                           1,420                                    102                           105                              99 
  Rhondda, Cynon, Taff                                 2,560                         1,182                           1,378                                    115                           114                             116 
  Merthyr Tydﬁ  l                                             666                            293                             373                                    128                           120                             134 
  Caerphilly                                                1,856                            908                             948                                    120                           123                             118 
  Blaenau Gwent                                           849                            400                             449                                    121                           123                             119 
  Torfaen                                                      953                            443                             510                                    106                           103                             108 
  Monmouthshire                                          888                            413                             475                                      93                             90                              96 
  Newport                                                 1,384                            675                             709                                    104                           107                             101 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
Normal residence  outside                                                                                                                                                                                                              
England and Wales                                1,216                           786                             430                                        ..                               ..                                .. 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
1  SMRs not calculated because of the very small numbers of deaths and populations in this area.                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England), unitary authorities/counties/districts & London boroughs 
                                                                                            Number of deaths                                                                             Standardised mortality ratios     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                            Area of usual residence                               Persons                         Males                           Females                                    Persons                         Males                          Females
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Table 2 Deaths by health area of usual residence, numbers and standardised mortality ratios (SMRs) by sex, 2004 registrations
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England) and health authorities/boards1
                                                                                            Number of deaths                                                                             Standardised mortality ratios     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                            Area of usual residence                               Persons                         Males                           Females                                    Persons                         Males                          Females
ENGLAND AND WALES                 514,250                    245,208                      269,042                                   100                           100                            100 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
ENGLAND                                         480,717                    229,099                      251,618                                     99                             99                            100 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
NORTH EAST                                     27,857                      13,424                        14,433                                   114                           115                            113 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  County Durham and Tees Valley               12,316                         5,950                           6,366                                    115                           116                             114 
  Northumberland, Tyne & Wear                15,541                         7,474                           8,067                                    114                           115                             112 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
NORTH WEST                                    71,743                      34,229                        37,514                                   111                           112                            109 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Cheshire & Merseyside                           24,854                       11,822                         13,032                                    110                           111                             109 
  Cumbria and Lancashire                          21,127                       10,059                         11,068                                    107                           109                             106 
  Greater Manchester                               25,762                       12,348                         13,414                                    115                           117                             112 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER     50,914                      24,230                        26,684                                   105                           105                            104 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  North and East Yorkshire and
       Northern Lincolnshire                       17,245                         8,165                           9,080                                    100                           100                             100 
  South Yorkshire                                      13,387                         6,374                           7,013                                    109                           110                             108 
  West Yorkshire                                       20,282                         9,691                         10,591                                    106                           108                             105 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
EAST MIDLANDS                               41,770                      20,026                        21,744                                   101                             99                            102 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Leicestershire, Northamptonshire
       and Rutland                                      14,247                         6,791                           7,456                                      99                             97                             102 
  Trent                                                     27,523                       13,235                         14,288                                    101                           100                             102 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
WEST MIDLANDS                             52,684                      25,451                        27,233                                   103                           103                            102 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Birmingham and the Black Country          22,145                       10,837                         11,308                                    105                           108                             103 
  West Midlands South 2                                                15,414                         7,335                           8,079                                      98                             97                             100 
  Shropshire and Staffordshire                    15,125                         7,279                           7,846                                    105                           104                             105 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
EAST                                                    52,336                      24,896                        27,440                                     94                             93                              96 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Bedford and Hertfordshire                      14,030                         6,654                           7,376                                      97                             95                              99 
  Essex                                                     15,965                         7,468                           8,497                                      95                             94                              97 
  Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire        22,341                       10,774                         11,567                                      92                             91                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
LONDON                                            54,063                      26,269                        27,794                                     96                             97                              95 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  North Central London                             8,837                         4,303                           4,534                                      97                             99                              96 
  North East London                                11,501                         5,701                           5,800                                    103                           105                             101 
  North West London                               12,214                         6,089                           6,125                                      90                             91                              89 
  South East London                                 11,762                         5,653                           6,109                                      99                           100                              99 
  South West London                                  9,749                         4,523                           5,226                                      92                             90                              94 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
SOUTH EAST                                     76,740                      35,861                        40,879                                     92                             91                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Hampshire and Isle of Wight                    16,844                         7,875                           8,969                                      92                             90                              93 
  Kent and Medway                                   15,857                         7,466                           8,391                                      98                             97                              99 
  Surrey and Sussex                                  27,585                       12,656                         14,929                                      90                             90                              91 
  Thames Valley                                         16,454                         7,864                           8,590                                      92                             90                              93 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
SOUTH WEST                                    52,610                      24,713                        27,897                                     91                             90                              91 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Avon, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire         20,577                         9,732                         10,845                                      93                             92                              94 
  Dorset and Somerset                             13,668                         6,332                           7,336                                      86                             85                              88 
  South West Peninsula                              18,365                         8,649                           9,716                                      92                             92                              91 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
WALES                                                32,317                      15,323                        16,994                                   105                           105                            105 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Anglesey                                                    747                            341                             406                                      95                             92                              99 
  Gwynedd                                                 1,388                            640                             748                                    103                           103                             103 
  Conwy                                                    1,520                            720                             800                                      98                           100                              95 
  Denbighshire                                            1,207                            559                             648                                    101                           103                              99 
  Flintshire                                                 1,441                            707                             734                                    104                           105                             103 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
1  Strategic Health Authorities in England and Local Health Boards in Wales.                                                                                                           
2  Renamed West Midlands South on 9 February 2004 (formerly known as Coventry, Warwickshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire).
Note: SMRs are based on mid-2003 population estimates with 2004 live births (used for calculations involving deaths under 1 year).                                                               Population Trends 120  Summer 2005
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Area of usual residence                               Persons                         Males                           Females                                    Persons                         Males                          Females
                                                                                            Number of deaths                                                                             Standardised mortality ratios     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                           
England and Wales, Government Ofﬁ  ce Regions (within England) and health authorities/boards1
Table 2 
continued
  Wrexham                                                1,353                            637                             716                                    107                           107                             106 
  Powys                                                      1,453                            701                             752                                      93                             90                              95 
  Ceredigion                                                 823                            411                             412                                      94                             95                              92 
  Pembrokeshire                                         1,312                            648                             664                                      99                           102                              96 
  Carmarthenshire                                      2,289                         1,104                           1,185                                    112                           114                             110 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Swansea                                                   2,525                         1,211                           1,314                                    102                           103                             101 
  Neath Port Talbot                                     1,639                            750                             889                                    111                           109                             112 
  Bridgend                                                  1,438                            661                             777                                    113                           108                             117 
  Vale of Glamorgan                                    1,249                            562                             687                                    100                             94                             106 
  Cardiff                                                     2,777                         1,357                           1,420                                    102                           105                              99 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Rhondda Cynon Taff                                  2,560                         1,182                           1,378                                    115                           114                             116 
  Merthyr Tydﬁ  l                                             666                            293                             373                                    128                           120                             134 
  Caerphilly                                                1,856                            908                             948                                    120                           123                             118 
  Blaenau Gwent                                           849                            400                             449                                    121                           123                             119 
  Torfaen                                                      953                            443                             510                                    106                           103                             108 
  Monmouthshire                                          888                            413                             475                                      93                             90                              96 
  Newport                                                 1,384                            675                             709                                    104                           107                             101 
Normal residence outside
England and Wales                                1,216                           786                             430                                        ..                               ..                                .. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
1  Strategic Health Authorities in England and Local Health Boards in Wales.
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Other population and health articles, publications and data
Forthcoming Annual Reference Volumes
Title                                                                                      Planned publication
Conception statistics 2002 - supplement to Birth Statistics 2003*     August 2005
Cancer statistics registrations 2002, MB1 no. 33*                        September 2005
Mortality statistics: general 2003, DH1 no. 36*                            September 2005
* Available through the National Statistics website only; http://www.statistics.gov.uk
Planned •  Analysis of caregiving using 2001 Census
articles:  •  2001 Census linkage in the ONS Longitudinal Study 
•  Stability and change in ethnic groups in England and    
 Wales
  •  First births by education in Britain, France and    
 Norway
Reports: •  Marital status projections
  •  2003-based subnational population projections
  •  Internal migration for local and former health 
    authorities in England and Wales, 2004
  •  Divorces in England and Wales during 2004
  •  Small area population estimates
•  Mortality from suicide and drug poisoning by day 
of the week in England and Wales, 1993–2002 
•  Geographical variations in fatal poisoning due to 
antidepressant drugs in England and Wales, 
1993–2003 
•  The impact of individual and area disadvantage 
across the life course on mortality risk, 1995–2001 
•  Investigation into sudden infant deaths and 
unascertained deaths in England and Wales,    
1995–2003
•  Infant and perinatal mortality, 2004: health areas, 
England and Wales
•  Unexplained deaths in infancy, 2004
•  Death registrations in England and Wales, 2004: area 
of residence
•  Mortality statistics: injury and poisoning, England 
and Wales, 2003
Planned
articles:
Reports:
Annual 
Update: